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"TRANSLATIONS"

by JACOB DILANDRO | A&E EDITOR | @SPONGEJAY1

“T he division of language, and 
how that can be positive or 
negative”. �at’s how Garrett 

Reese, senior year student at Longwood 
described “Translations”.
“Translations” is the �eatre department’s 

upcoming show, starting Wednesday, 
Sept. 26 and running through Saturday, 
Sept. 29 at 7 p.m.
While short descriptions can be nice, 

Harrison Runion, a junior Longwood 
student also in the cast for “Translations,” 
was nearby to give a longer description of 
the show. 
“Set in 19th century Ireland, it's right 

before the potato famine and 
it's about when the British 
come over and start Anglo-
sizing all the Irish place 
names,” said Runion.
As Reese explained, “My 

character is actually based on 
an actual person. His name 
was William Yolland. He 
did not initially want to be a 
solider, at �rst he was on the 
terms of literature.”
�e man in question, 

William Yolland, was an 
English military surveyor 
who’s most famous for his 
numerous attempts to pass 
preventative ordinances to 
help stop railway accidents.
Runion detailed a 

particularly vocal challenge 
the show presented. 
“We are actually doing 

all the accents required of the show,” 
said Runion. “We’re doing two di�erent 
British accents; one is Estuary and one is 
Received Pronunciation. �en we’re doing 
Southern Irish, for the Irish characters.”
One of the show’s biggest themes is 

identity, according to Assistant Professor, 
Acting & Voice and Movement Lacy 
Klinger.
”�at’s one of the reasons I picked the 

play,” said Klinger, who also is the show’s 
director. “I think today especially there’s 
so much importance placed on �nding 
your identi�er, be it sex or gender, political 
or not, what side of politics you fall on and 
if you’re religious or spiritual.”
“I think there are still questions being 

asked about ‘Well, it‘s just a label. It’s not 
really going to inform who you are as a 
person,’ when everything in our behavior 
as humans suggest that, no, a word does 

have power and it's important that we have 
the right words and the right names for 
thing otherwise we feel like a part of our 
self is lost.” said Klinger.
It’s easy to see modern day parallels with 

the show’s theme and within its plot. �e 

British come to Ireland and reshape the 
land and culture as they see �t but Klinger 
insists this show is for all audiences. 
“�e way we talk about it, it makes it 

sounds like its this dark, dramatic, tragic 
play for two and a half hours, but it's very 
funny. �e characters are very di�erent. 
�ere’s a teacher who’s the town drunk,” 
said Klinger. 
�e show’s large ensemble also provides 

for a large cast of characters to entertain 
and also various opportunities to connect 
with. 
“With an ensemble show, it gives 

individual audience members more of an 
opportunity to connect with 
someone speci�cally,” said 
Klinger. 
“I think anybody can �nd 

a piece of themselves in 
each and every one of these 
characters. You can �nd an 
element of who you are in one 
or two, if not most of them,” 
said Harrison in reference to 
the cast's ability to connect. 
“Translations” runs from 

Wednesday, Sept. 26 
through Saturday, Sept. 
29 at 7:00 p.m., with 
matinee performances on 
Saturday, Sept. 29 and 
Sunday, Sept. 30 at 2:00 
p.m.. Shows are located 
in the Communication 
Studies and �eatre Center 
(CSTAC) on the �rst �oor 
in the Mainstage �eatre. 

Tickets may be purchased at the box 
o�ce in CSTAC. Ticket pricing is as 
follows: $6.00 for Longwood students (ID 
required), $8.00 for senior citizens, other 
students, Longwood faculty and sta� and 
$10 for general admission. 

seeks a connection 
  with audiences and 
 modern times
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C O U R T E S Y  O F  N E W  Y O R K  P O S T

Trump visits the Carolinas to assess the damage done by Hurricane Florence.

Trump shows no sympathy to hurricane victims

H 
urricane Florence hit the Carolinas 
as a Category 1 storm on Sept. 14, 
devastating the areas it hit. Within 

just a couple of hours, 600,000 people were left 
without electricity, according to Elite Daily.

According to President Donald Trump, 
Hurricane Florence is “one of the wettest we’ve 
ever seen from the standpoint of water.” Yes, you 
read that correctly.

On Sept. 19, Trump boarded Air Force One to 
visit the Carolinas about a week after Florence hit. 
However, the video he posted on Twitter the night 
before that is what caught the internet’s attention 
(Fig. 1).

The video feels more like an awards speech 
than it does a post-natural disaster public service 
announcement. Throughout history, United States 
presidents have delivered historic addresses, 
memorable quotes and have left us all inspired - 
Trump is calling hurricanes “wet”.

While it’s all fun and games to joke about 
Trump’s comments, it’s important to realize the 
severity of what happened.

44 people have died so far from the storm as of 
Sept. 22, according to CNN. Roughly 300,000 
people are still without power, according to CBS 
News.

It's still to be determined how Trump and his 

team will handle Hurricane Florence's relief 
efforts - if it's anything like their efforts after 
Hurricane Maria in 2017, then nothing adequately 
will get done.

Hurricane Maria hit Puerto Rico in September 
of 2017 leaving people without homes, electricity 
and belongings. Nearly 3,000 people lost their 
lives because of the hurricane, according to 
research done by George Washington University 
(GWU). Despite the facts, Trump has claimed 
his administration’s efforts were a success and 
then sent out a Tweet on Sept. 13 disputing the 
death toll (Fig. 2 & 3).

Researchers didn’t attribute any certain 

person’s death to Hurricane Maria and given the 
methodology, there wasn’t any kind of opportunity 
to misclassify someone who died of old age, as 
Trump suggested.

In reality, the study looked at the number of 
deaths from September 2017 to February 2018 and 
compared that total with what was expected based 
on historical patterns. They factored in a decent 
amount of variables, including the departure of 
hundreds of thousands of residents.

If the researchers at GWU had done what 
Trump claimed they did, the six-month death 
toll from the hurricane would have been 16,608 
according to the Washington Post.

Trump’s comments on the Puerto Rico casualties 
shocked his advisers and officials at the Federal 

Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), who 
had been working to prepare the Carolinas for 
Hurricane Florence.

According to Trump, the numbers were done by 
Democrats to make him look bad. Not only is that 
a huge slap in the face to the residents of Puerto 
Rico, but also its government officials.

Trump has come under a lot of criticism for his 
handling of the disaster, primarily from Carmen 
Yulín Cruz, the mayor of Puerto Rico's capital city 
San Juan.

“The administration killed the Puerto Ricans 
with neglect. The Trump administration led us 
to believe they were helping when they weren't 
up to par, and they didn't allow other countries 
to help us,” Cruz told CNN on Aug. 29. “Shame 
on President Trump. Shame on President Trump 
for not even once, not even yesterday, just saying, 
‘Look, I grieve with the people of Puerto Rico'".

Last year when Trump and his administration 
visited Puerto Rico after Maria hit, they met with 
local leaders and federal responders for a briefing 
on the situation on the island. Trump made 
comments about how Puerto Rico has thrown 
“our budget out of whack” and then went on to 
compare Maria to Hurricane Katrina.

“...every death is a horror, but if you look at a 
real catastrophe like Katrina and you look at the 
tremendous hundreds and hundreds of people that 
died and what happened here with a storm that 

Fig. 2

Fig. 1

by Rachael Poole | Opinions Editor | @rapoole17

POOLE

According to 
Trump, the numbers 
were done by the 
Democrats to make 
him look bad.
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was just totally overbearing. No one has ever seen 
anything like that. What is your death count?" he 
asked.

Governor Ricardo Rosselló responded, 
informing Trump that at that point in time, the 
death toll was at sixteen. Trump responded by 
saying the government should be “very proud”.

Before Trump and his administration started 
to provide aid to the victims of Hurricane 
Maria, the death toll was at 64. Long after relief 
was implemented, the death toll rose to 2,975, 
signifying a failure in the relief efforts.

Trump has touted the relief efforts as “fantastic” 
despite the fact that people went weeks and 
months without power and more people died in 
in the aftermath of the hurricane than the actual 
initial damage.

The following weeks of the disaster, Trump 
struck out at media that highlighted the conditions 
that much of the island continued to face weeks 
and months after the hurricane hit and the slow 
pace of the recovery efforts.

His comments run counter to the many 
comments residents and experts have made to 

assess the administration’s self-declared success.
On Sept. 11, Cruz said in a statement to CNN, 

“In a humanitarian crisis, you should not be 
grading yourself. You should not be just having 
a parade of self-accolades. You should never be 
content with everything we did. I'm not content 
with everything I did, I should have done more. 
We should all have done more”.

Cruz went on to say that if Trump didn’t do 
anything in Puerto Rico, then “God bless the 
people of South Carolina and the people of North 
Carolina”.

While Trump has praised his administration’s 
work, other people in his administration have 
learned their lessons.

The Government Accountability Office released a 
report revealing FEMA had been so overwhelmed 
with storms by the time Hurricane Maria hit that 
more than half the workers sent out to disasters 
weren’t qualified for the jobs in the field.

Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Administrator Brock Long said FEMA has since 
changed its priorities and procedures, according to 
CNN.

In the wake of Hurricane Florence I can’t help 
but feel scared for the victims of the disaster. If 
the current administration leading this country 
couldn’t adequately help those in Puerto Rico, 
there’s no evidence to believe those affected by 
Florence will be helped.

Since the death toll is currently sitting at 44, 
it’s possible it will go up. A year from now, we 
might be looking at another tweet where Trump 
discredits those who lost their lives.

Fig. 3

W
ith U.S midterm elections coming up on Nov. 6, it's important 
to be educated on voting rights. Many people don't vote 
in midterm elections or elections that aren't related to the 

presidential elections.
According to FairVote, only around 40 percent of eligible voters end 

up voting in primaries, where as around 60 percent of people vote in the 
presidential elections. Turnout at the polls have surged in primary elections 
held across 31 states, which means there will hopefully be a much larger 
percentage of voters in this midterm election.

Turnout is also lower for odd year, primary and local elections, according 
to FairVote.

People don't feel like it's necessary to vote in these types of elections, since 
they think that it does not have the same reach effect as national elections.

However, that's most certainly not the case this time around.
Many people believe the elections won't affect them or they don't care enough 

to take time out of their day to vote. Some people also don't understand 
the topics politicians take sides on, so they don't know where the candidates 
stand on those issues. According to Vanity Fair, 0.057 percent of total voters 
cost Hillary Clinton the presidency in the 2016 presidential election.

While the 46,435 votes that Hillary lost by may seem like a large number, if 
every one of those people who did not cast a vote, did cast a vote, the election 

would have taken a much different turn. If every one of those people had 
decided to go out and vote, it would have made an enormous difference.

We all have issues that we care passionately about, even if we don't outwardly 
advocate for that particular idea. Chances are, an idea that you feel strongly 
about will be up for debate sometime during this midterm election. Right 
now, Republicans hold the house majority, but the Democrats are working 
hard to try to reverse that this fall. 

Former President Barack Obama said in a recent speech, “We can flip the 
balance of power back to the American people. Because you are the only 
check on bad policy, you are the only real check on abuses of power. It’s you 
and your vote” (TIME).

Many issues that are controversial today, will be on the line during the 
midterms. Who you vote for in the midterms will directly affect the decisions 
that are made afterwards. Casting a ballot is essentially making history in the 
best way possible, because you have complete control over it.

Farmville is in the 5th District of Virginia, and there are two candidates 
running for House of Representatives this Fall. Denver Riggleman, is running 
for the Republican party, while candidate Leslie Cockburn is running for 
the Democratic party. Students and adults around the county have been 
canvassing and phone banking for the candidates that they support, and are 
volunteering to help out at the polls on Election Day.

Different political groups and political clubs have been working hard to 
remind people to register to vote and to become educated on where their 
elected officials stand on issues they care about. It's easy to find out what your 
future senators and representatives are supporting, within just a few minutes 
of googling. Registering to vote is very important, but it's still even more 
important to actually go out and vote in November.

Young people especially have the potential to influence elections, particularly 
in battleground states, since millennials are growing to be as large as the baby 
boomer population, but it really depends on if they show up on election day. 
It only takes a few minutes, but it will make all the difference.

You can't complain if you don't vote.

G R A P H I C  B Y  A N G E L I  L E O N G

YOUR VOTE MATTERS
Upcoming midterm elections is the perfect opportunity to voice your opinion
by Laur Baird | Opinions Staff | @yolaurr

C O U R T E S Y  O F  W I L L I A M S O N  S O U R C E



INTRODUCING YOUR NEW FAVORITE NUMBERS:

Taste the World... Gourmet & Traditional

Carry-Out, Delivery, & Dine In
237 Sunchase Blvd 

434.391.1000

$7.00  LARGE 1 TOPPING PIZZA

$8.00  LARGE 2 TOPPING PIZZA

$9.00  LARGE 3 TOPPING PIZZA

LIMITED TIME ONLY

7... 8... 9... 


