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Poole: The Catholic Church won't
fix child sexual abuse issues

by Rachael Poole | Opinions Editor | @rapoole17

COURTESY OF BBC

he Catholic church has dealt with

sexual abuse accusations in the last

decade spanning across the United
States, Australia and Ireland.

Reverend David Poulson admitted to being
“aroused” by two young boys he was tutoring
in the years of 2002 to 2010, and 2003
to 2006. According to BBC, the Church
was made aware of these incidents in 2010,
but nothing was done until 6 years later in
response to a grand jury subpoena.

Poulson’s case is an example of how abuse
and cover-up continue to exist in the Catholic
Church, even after the scandal started making
news 16 years ago. Since then, the Church has
promised to reform to prevent these events.

In Pennsylvania, Poulson was one of 301
predatory priests identified in a grand jury
report released Aug. 14 that covered child
sexual abuse in six Pennsylvania Catholic
dioceses and religious leaders' efforts hide it.

'The investigation ended up identifying over
1,000 victims.

The report is one of the most
substantial public accountings of
abuse within the Catholic Church
and deals with events before the
early 2000s.

In 2002, the U.S. Conference
of Catholic Bishops adopted the
Charter for the Protection of
Children and Young People in
response to sexual abuse within the
Church. The charter addresses the
procedure for reporting allegations
against priests for child sexual
abuse.

Despite  this, the scandals,
subsequently followed by cover-
ups, continued.

In 2002, a female victim reported
that a priest in the Allentown
Diocese abused her. The district
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Decades of abuse

covered up by Church leaders

shows the Church doesn't care

attorney didn’t pursue a criminal case, saying
it was due to the statute of limitations.

Twelve years later in 2014, Harrisburg
Bishop Ronald Gainer wrote to the Vatican
insisting that an accused priest should not be
removed from the priesthood even though he
was taken from active ministry. Gainer wrote
that the priest should be allowed to live the
rest of his life without the public knowing of
his crimes because of his involvement with
the Church.

After the grand jury report, the Harrisburg
diocese said in a statement that the letter
didn’t represent the actions taken and wasn’t
part of a scheme to cover up the incidents.

In Australia, the Catholic Church rejected
a landmark inquiry's recommendation that
priests should be forced to report sexual abuse
disclosed during confession. The inquiry
found that thousands of children were victims
of sexual abuse within the Church.

According to the Australian Catholic

COURTESY OF THE NEW YORK TIMES

Pope Francis' letter addressed the pain of abuse victims in Pennsylvania after the
grand jury report was released.

Bishops Conference, reporting allegations
made during confession is against their
faith and contradicts religious liberties. The
Conference also insisted that new rules would
prevent people from disclosing those incidents
during confessions.

The state of South Australia has already
announced new laws to begin in October that
will require clergy to report abuse. However,
the Catholic Church and its leaders have
vowed not to follow that law.

Many accusations date back to the 1950s,
but they didn’t start making headlines until
the 1980s, primarily in the US and Canada.
Ten years later, more stories started to emerge
across the world and the allegations became a
global discussion.

In 2004, a Church-commissioned report
said more than 4,000 US Roman Catholic
priests had faced sexual abuse allegations in
50 years, involving more than 10,000 children
- mostly boys.

At the beginning of August of
2018, Pope Francis wrote to all
Roman Catholics condemning
child sexual abuse in the church
and demanded that there be an
end to cover-ups, according to
BBC.

After decades of child
sexual abuse, it becomes
more abundantly clear that
the Catholic Church will not
make adequate attempts to
fix these issues and to prevent
these disgusting situations.

Every time an article about
child sexual abuse comes
out, the natural reaction is
typically shock. At what point
is, “This needs to stop,” going
to be the primary reaction?
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Katie Wyman'’s
journey to the cage
started unexpectedly

by Kurt Martin | Sports Staff | @ amKurt14

atie Wyman, from Havertown, Pa.,

B is a Redshirt Junior goalkeeper for

the Longwood Field Hockey team.

In her previous season she received Second

Team All MAC honors, while playing every

game in the cage. She also received the honor

of being a captain and still holds that honor
today.

Every person has a journey that gotten them
to the point they’re at today, and for Wyman,
her journey in the cage began as a result of
unfortunate circumstances.

“I tried out for my middle school team in
seventh grade, at that point I was still a field
player, and then I broke my arm, and they said
the only way I could play is if I put a huge,
thick, like four-inch pad around my cast, and
then I went into the goal,” said Wyman.

At that time players were alittle apprehensive
about taking over the position, but it was a
challenge that Wyman took head on and
never looked back.

“I'was like I'm going to try it, because no one
ever wants to be goalie, everyone fought and
argued that no ‘it’s your turn to be goalie’, ‘it’s
your turn to be goalie’, so I was like alright
T'll do it, and then I ended up loving it,” said
Wyman.

After winning a multitude of awards in
her four years of play at Haverford High
School Wyman decided to take her talents to
Farmville and play for the Lancers.

Wyman was introduced to Longwood by
Daan Polders, who trained her to build the
skills she puts to use today.

“If it wasn’t for him I wouldn’t be here,
because I had no idea where Longwood
was, what it was, or if it even had field
hockey. I never bothered to search because I

didn’t know if I wanted to come down here,
and then, when I got in contact I was like,
actually I really like the south because I'm
from Philadelphia, so it’s completely different
cultures,” said Wyman.

Head Coach Iain Byers was impressed with
Wyman’s skills from the outset of watching
her play.

“The way our recruiting structure goes is, you
see them play, ask them to come to campus,
it they come to campus it shows a level of
interest, and that was a good start for us. Then
Katie came down for a clinic, and did very well
at the clinic. She is a very intelligent, well-
spoken young lady, so we chatted afterwards
and then it fell into the traditional recruiting,”
said Byers.

After her freshman season in 2015, Wyman
decided to redshirt during her sophomore
season as she looked toward her future.

“I'wasn’t going to play, I was told. I can either
sit on the bench for the season, or I could
redshirt and save a year of eligibility. I looked
at my schedule, and looked at where I wanted
to go in life because at the end of the day it is

about sports, but it’s really ~ about  school
and where you're going
to be. Even though I =

love field hockey, and
love everything about
it, at the end of the four years I'm done. This
is it. I'm not going to play anymore,” said
Wyman.

Wyman looks back at her choice to
redshirt as the correct one, because it
enables her to do more academically.

“I'm going to be a nurse, and to go on
to nursing school I have to get some extra
classes in. So it worked out that if I would
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redshirt I could take that extra semester just
to get some classes that I needed. I believe
everything happens for a reason, and I think
that happened for a reason because it all works
out perfectly,” said Wyman.

This is Wyman’s second year of being a
captain, and in the offseason, leadership
was an aspect that she worked to improve.
'The improvements have been noticed by the
coaching staft.

“She is widely respected by her peer group
which I think is a good start, and Katie is
a hard-nosed individual, and she is honest
in nature, and the team embraces her and
appreciates her honesty. It is one of our core
values, so it was a pretty easy decision,” said
Byers.

You can catch Katie and her
tellow Lancers in their next
game against UC Davis
on September 6.
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Pizza WORL

GOURMET PIZZERIA

- EST 1996 -

LIMITED TIME ONLY

INTRODUCING YOUR NEW FAVORITE NUMBERS:

LARGE 1 TOPPING PIZZA

LARGE 2 TOPPING PIZZA

LARGE 3 TOPPING PIZZA

Carry-Out, Delivery, & Dine In
237 Sunchase Blvd
434.391.1000

Taste the World... Gourmet & Traditional



