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Faulkner, McCullers, ‘Shakesqueer’

Appear In COLONNADES Of The’ 50’

By KAREN FOSTER

For the first time since its
establishment, the Colonnades of
the first half of the 1950’s carried
cnough appropriate material to
be considered a ‘‘Literary”
magazine. Although one still has
to wade through several fathoms
of cartoons and so called
features, to get to the good
material, enough critical articles
were printed to give the
magazine an air of literary value.

The November, 1951 Colonnade
featured ‘‘Letters from Virginia
Poets.” The magazine's poetry
editor had contacted a number of
Virginia poets, asking them
“‘which of their poems they liked
best and why."” Those who
responded were Nancy Byrd
Turner  of Ashland, Julia
Johnson Davis, Josephine
Johnson of Norfolk, Ruby Altizer
Roberts of Christiansburg, Mary
Stinton Leitch and Leigh Hanes
of Roanoke. Most of these poets
are represented in the library.

This same issue reviewed two
books by Virginia authors: Isabel
Dunn’s Maria And The Captain
and Sunday In Virginia and Other
Poems by Gertrude Clayton.

Of Mrs. Dunn’s novel, the
reviewer says that the author
“decided that there had been
interesting Southern girls since
Margaret Michell's Scarlett
(O'Hara, and that some people
south of the Mason Dixon line
were not quite so sensational as
those pictured by Erskine
Caldwell. Therefore, she wrote
Maria And The Captain, a
delightful novel which captures
all the charm of modern day
Richmond."

Three years later, the Colon-
nade published a number of

articles pertaining to Virginia
and Virginians. One was called,
“Young Virginians of Distinc-
tion,” and interviewed a novelist
from Newport News, William
Styron, author of Lie Down In
Darkness at the age of 26. Mr.
Styron comments on the in-
fluence of Joyce, Fitzgerald and
Flaubert upon his work, but the
New Republic pointed out that
“Faulkner seems to have had a
liberating effect on Styron’s
imagination.”” The reviewer
notes that one of the paragraphs
in Lie Down In Darkness is fifty-
two pages long.

“Carson McCullers: A New
Literary Talent” was the topic
for an article in May, 1953. The
author writes, ‘‘Miss McCullers
is a pleasant moon-faced young
woman of 34 who wears bangs.
She was born in Columbus,
Georgia, and began writing at the
early age of sixteen. Of her first
literary effort, a drama, she
says: ‘At that phase, my ideal
was Eugene O’'Neill, and this
early masterpiece was thick with
incest, lunacy and, murder. After
that, I dashed off a few more
plays, a novel, and some rather
queer poetry that no one could
make out, including the author.”

Another essay examines
““Faulkner and the Racial
Problem.” (March, 1954). The
writer states that ‘‘although
many novelists have approached
(racial intolerance  and
segregation) William Faulkner
has probably treated it in the
most realistic manner. The
tension in Faulkner's stories is
probably greatest when he is
treating the Negro problem."”

She concludes with, ‘‘In more
than twenty years of writing,

Faulkner has taken a long and at
times rather uncomfortable
journey of self education. He
began with a complacent ac-

ceptance of Southern pred-

judices and has attained a great
deal of respect and sympathy for
the Negro. The change in
Faulkner's attitude is a record of
growth in moral awareness
through his works. He cannot be
said to have evolved on actual
stand or solution to the racial
problem, but has approached it in

a realistic, thought-provoking
manner as an artist rather than a
protagonist. This has helped to
make his novels intense and
timely as well as works of art.”

In another vein was “As You
Take It,” an “adaptation from a
play by William Shakesqueer.”
(That’s what the thing says.)
Dramatis personae are: ‘“‘Duke-
living in  bewilderment,
Frederick-his brother and the
Duke’s father’s other son, Jock-a
bit of all right, Ommano- a suitor
to — Filliam-a country fellow,
Gallstone-a gem in the rough,
Rosa-daughter of the bewildered
Duke, and Allame-a country
wench.”

In the final scene, “Jock enters
smiling”’ and, quoth he, “‘All the
world’s a woods, — And all the
men and women merely trees. .
."" At the end he states, ‘“The play
is always what you chose to make
it. Whether youlike it depends on
how you take it,”” and with that,
exeunt Jock.
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S man’s lost harmony with nature.

The influence of Thoreau’s
Walden on his poetry is strong.
Considered in its totality, his
poetry to date is an impressive
dance of celebration. His style

is deliberately colloquial and

almost deceptively simple. His
poems have an immediately
intelligible quality that makes
him a very effective reader.”

Mr. Hathaway has published in
such reviews as Yes, Zahir,
Roanoke Review and The Jef-
fersonian Review. His first book
of poetry will be available at the
Literary Festival where he will
not only present a reading, but
participate in the Workshop and
Panel Discussion as well.

Three members of Longwood's
Department of English will also
participate in next week's ac-
tivities. Dr. Jerry Brown will
read a short storv, Mr. Otis
Douglas will take part in the
panel and Dr. Quentin Vest will
conduct the Workshop and
moderate the Panel.

Dr. Brown was born in Cof-
feeville, Alabama. He received a
B.A. in Journalism and English
from Auburn University, M.A. in
English from Hollins College and
Ph. D. from Vanderbilt
University. Having previously
taught at Livingston University,
Middle Tennessee  State
University, and Aquinas Junior
College, he joined the Longwood
faculty in 1972.

Dr. Brown received a Hollins
College Creative  Writing
Fellowship as well as a Van-
derbilt Teaching Fellowship. His
short story, ‘‘You Must Be
Present To Win,” was printed in
Growing Up In America. (1969)

Mr. Otis Douglas, a native of
Oldhams, Virginia, received the
BA. from the University of
Richmond, the M.A. from Auburn
University and the M.F.A. from
the University of Iowa. He has
taught at Northeast State College
in Alabama, at Old Dominion
University, and at Rap-
pahannock Community College,
and has been at Longwood since

Literary Festival

1972. His special areas of study
are Creative Writing, Linguistics
and Film. Mr. Douglas enjoys
yacht design and sailing.

Dr. Quentin Vest is from
Alabama. He attended Bir-
mingham-Southern College for
his B.A. and Vanderbilt for M.A.
and Ph. D. He has published
poems in Bittersweet, The Blue
Guitar, Vanderbilt Poetry
Review, Roanoke Review, Green
River Review, and most recently,
he will be represented in an
anthology called Contemporary
Poets Of Virginia. Dr. Vest’s
special areas of study are the
writing and criticism of poetry,
American Literature, Southern
literature, and Edgar Allen Poe
and his influences. Dr. Vest has
also won first prize in an
Academy of American Poets
contest.

Special This Year

This year, those in charge of
the Literary Festival have
planned several new approaches.
Besides the usual readings, a
workshop, movie and Breakfast
Reading are being tried to en-
courage an air of informality.

The workshop will last for two
and a half hours and is open to the
student body. Students may read
their fiction and poetry to those
present for helpful criticism.
Participating wll be Dev
Hathaway, George Garrett, Dr.
Vest, and interested students.

The movie, ‘‘Frankenstein
Meets the Space Monster,” will
be shown at 9:30 in Jeffers
Auditorium on Wednesday,
March 12, and admission is free.
Screen play writer, Garrett, will
be on hand.

The final morning of the
Literary Festival will begin in the
Banquet Room over breakfast,
when Dr. Brown will present his
reading. This session is open to
students and faculty. It will begin
at 7:45.

This year’s panel discussion
will consider “What a Writer
Needs to Know,” including
imagination, education, etc.

For a complete listing of all of
the Literary Festival events, see
the schedule.

Kiss And Be Felled: Mono-

Common And Misunderstood

(CPS) — One of the most
common yet least understood
diseases among college students
is mononucleosis, according to a
UCLA physician who sees many
students with the disease.

Striking primarily between the
ages of 14 and 25 years of age,
mono affects many students, and
last year struck 9 per cent of the
students at Yale in one of the
heaviest college outbreaks.

Despite that fact, mono is not
very contagious, said Dr. Ciro
Sumaya whois currently working
on mononucleosis cases at
UCLA’s Student Health Center.

It is a disease, not of room-
mates, but of suitemates,” he
explainged. The mono virus
spreads primarily through
shared eating utensils, although
true to its ‘kissing disease’
image, it can be spread through
saliva during long kisses.

A large majority of those
struck with it are able to continue
with their work. ‘I tell students
that they can be physically ac-
tive, but to avoid contact sports,’
said Dr. Karl Ullis, a colleague of
Sumaya's.

According to Ullis, the virus
may wait up to six weeks after
infection before it begins to show

itself, producing sore throats,
fever, swelling of the lymph and
neck glands and general fatigue.
Lodging in the throat for
prolonged periods of time, the
virus releases fluid in-
termittently and unpredictably.
American medical science has
not yet found an effective way to
combat it.

According to Sumaya,
however, as many as one-fourth
of an average college student
body is immune to mono because
they were lucky enough to catch
it in childhood. As a childhood
disease, mono is rather impotent,
passing itself off as a cold but
giving those who contact it an an
early age lifetime immunity.
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