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INTRODUCTION

The records of the county of Isle of Wight, along with those

Fal

of Burry and Accomac, form one of the reliable sources of materail

"

regerding the early history of the colony of Virginia. According

to loecal tradition, and in the opinlion of several suthorities
3 &

—
2

¢

le of Wight County hags within its bounderies the oldest Protestant

.

church bu

L_l.

1dineg 4in the United Statea. With that church as the
center of interest this study has attemnted (1) to trerce the history

of the Esbtablished church in Isle of Wight, end, in a few respects,

in Colonial Virginia; (2) to determine the resson for its founding,

"

if possible, to discover the approvimnte date; (3) to show the

influence the Esteblished church exercised, or falled to exercise

b >

upon the lives of the people themselves; (4) and to present the
regons for the decline of the importance of the Anpglican church in

America and the consequent state of neglect of the 0ld Brick Church

n

near Smithfidd, Virginia durinc the century following the Revolution.
From time to time several atricles concering this church have
appeared; one of the best of these, "Fhe Colonial Churchesof Isle of

Wight and Southempton Counties, Virginia", by George C. Mason, in the

Williazm and Mary Collepre Cuarterly Historiecal Marazine, January, 1943,

came to my attention a few days ago. lowever, it 1g the intention of

.

el 1 ot Jamsntown was comnleted in 1639, .
elly beligved thet The 0ld Dpick Church at Smithfield
e

{
_ e_ad g_di



this investipstion of the esrly history of the Church in Isle of
Wight County to offer a side lipght on colonial life in Virginia,
and especially on that of the people who settled on the. south

gide oif the Joaies Riven,

g0



CHAPTER T

THE PLOPLE

Following the transfer of the Virrsinie Colony from the
he .
London Company tonCrovmn in 1624, inventories were taken in the
several settlements. The Corporation of James City listed
seventy-eoiprht dwellincg included were those " tover the water!
(which) reports 18 dwellings, © stores, 4 tobaceo-houses, 1 store

h) 1
nhouse and 1 silk house'".

In 4pril, 1619, lir. Christopher Lewne's
shin arrived with one hundred emmizrants sent by Richard Wisseman,
NHathaniel Dasse, and othors to meke a settlement on the south gide
of the James itiver near the Indian Villare of Warrsscoynck.® In
1608 Ceptain John Smith had crosced the river and s nent the nirht
at Warpascoymck3, where one of hla soldiers, with en Indian emide,
et out for Roanoke Island to search for the unfortunate colonists
of that settlement.? Smith tells us that in the sarn yenr he pur-

5 (s
chased fourteen bvushels of corn from the Varrascoynck Indlans.”

1 #lexander Erovm, The IMirst Republic in frerica, (Roston:
Houchton, Mifflin and Company, 1898), pp. 622-23]

piihiide. pia 288

There are approzinately twenty vartiationsof the swelling of
this word, including "Warwick Saqueak”, which is an excellent
ezample of an iinglish attempt to add a foregin sound to the langruage.
In this study it will sppear in whit is anparently its simplest
form, Warrascovack.

4 Lyon G. Tyler, "Isle of Wirht County Rescords", William and
lMary Collere (marterly Historical Mapazine, (1) VII (hupust, 1699)
205,

5" Jec. ok,

e




His map of Vireinia in 1606 (dated thus because they left London,
December 20, 1606) shows Warrascoyvack on the southern side of the
broad mouth of the James River.é From the besinning, then, of the
colony at Jamestwon, Warrascoyaclz, or after 1037, Isle of Wight,
offered an e lement of interest to the people of Colonial Virginia.

Contrary to widespread opinion, few of the firgst colonists
of Virginia were wealthy Cavaliers. Colonial Virginia's population
was composed of county squires, craftsmen, merchants, and prosperous
veomen.! The two latter proups formed the larpe ms joritv of the
immiprants to Virrcinia. Not mntil the exascution of Charles T in
1649, did the Cavalier families, or those people in sympathy with
the Crown, come to Virginia in large numbers, In the early years
of the colony there was & great demand for indentured workers.
Long hours in the onen fields were required for the careful culti-
vetion of Indian tobacco. liany of the first gettlers were merchonts,
unaccustomed to the long, hot, damp Virginia summers. Tt was they
who posted notices in London, Liverpool, or Dristol offering to pay
the exnenges of the vovare to America in exchangec for the services

of able-bodied workers on their nlantations. TIn most instances

Vireinia offered an opportunity for financil advencement to both

landovner and laborer. ".fty acres of land were granted to the

6 ILyon . Tyler, editor, Narratives of Zarly Virsinia

— e

1606-1625, (Wew York: Charles Scritner's Son, 19077, D. 7O.

7 Thomas Jefferson Wertenbalier, Patrician and Plebian
in Vireinia, (Charlottesville, Virginia: THichie Company, printers,
VIO pe 26




man who paid the cost of the nassare from lingland; when his period
of service was over, the worker, too, wzs free to become an owner
of land.

In seventeenth century Insland the laws rerarding indebtedness
vere severe and frecuently unjust., DMen were commonly imprisoned for
falling to meet the most trivial obligations. HMany of these were
fortunate enourh to come tolVirginin as indentured servants, where
they were free from disgrece or more formal punishment. £An Act ofl
the General Assembly in 1624 exempted from prosecution persons who had

6

fled from their creditors in Ingland, The iinglish law of primo-
geniture often left the younger sons of the nobility in n state of
financial stresg; sometimes they were provided with vrofessionagl
training or some snecial skill. Numerous families of the nobllity
were represented hy young doctors, lawyers, or craftsmen who came
to Virginia.

There was evidently 2 steady flow of immigrants to Vircinia.
In reply to a petition of the General Assembly of 161y, the London

Company ordered, "

eessee 1in each of the particylar Plantations, a
fmest-houseeesess shall be built, for the lodgins and entertaining of

fifty persong in each, upon their first errival,? In 1624

ibid., p. 164,

8
9 flexander Lrown, The Mrst Republic in fAmerica, (New
York: Iloushton, Mifflin and Company, 1h98), b. 377.




there were four thoussnd Enrlish sneelring people in Virginia. At
that time only twenty-two negroes were accounted for; 3t is culte
nrobable that they were indentured servants. In 1642 there were
only three hundred negroes as compared to 15,000 white people.lo
The =lowness with which nerroes were imported seems to indicate
that a large proportion oi the labor was performed by white in-
dentured Sarvants.ll fccording to Wortenbalkeri? the doubling of
Virginia's ponulation in the twenty years following 1649 was due
to the influx of indentured servants. It is almost certacin that
because of their unpopular political status at the time, numerous
Cavalier familles were represented among thet croupn. During these
years, too, the mortality rate had decreased as the colonists he-
came sdjusted to life in a strange new land.

Ihyough the erroneous oninion has frenuently prevailed that
the Jamestwon colonists practiced communism, the first governrent
of Virginia was based upon ths plantation system. The estates of
the colonyy were quite large; William Byrd II, who died in 1744,

left to his heirs 179,440, acres of land.l3 Vhille the plantations

10 John iiske, O0ld Virginia and ller Neirchbors, (Doston:
iloupghton, Mifflin end Company, 109G), I, 2G3.

11 The word "servant" carried with it less stimma than it
does today; a servant was one who served,

12 'Thomas Jefferson Wertenbalier, op. cit., p 20.

13 Thomas Jefferson VWertenbaker, "Willism Byrd II",
Dictionary of American Biography, 192é edition, ITI, 383.




of the Tidewster were often Irom ifour to six thousand acres in
size, those of the region to the west were Irecuently of twenty

14 ‘he rivers were the highways of

or forty thousand acres.,.
Yolonial Virginia: slong their banks were located the large estates
of the landowners., In the back country were found the gmaller
holdinss of the yeomen farmers. Robert DBeverley, writing in 1705,
called Virginia the best poor man's country in the world; accord-
ing to him, there were few of the very poor, and they were not
servile.15 After 1700 however, the very noor white people increased
in number, but they never formed e larce crroups; to those who nos-
sessed the least ambltion the frontier offered a new opnnrtunity.lé
In 1680 there were fow white servants in Virginia17; the freedom
of’ the frontier for the white man and the negro's ability to worlk
Jons hours in the tobnecco fields lessened the call for white lahor.
As early as 1640 the plantations were being established

ferther apart snd over a wider arcea. e are told that vhen the

first briecl: church wss completed at Jamestown in 1640 the people

14 Thomas Jefferson Wertenbaker, ratriclen and rlebien in
Virrinia, (Charlottesville, Virginia: The Hichie Comneny, printers,

1910), po. 34=35.

1o 4pid.) v. 20064

————

16 ibid., pp. 210-211.

_—

17 ibid., vpp. 158-159,



even then were beginning to move away fromn thelr ca_pitol.l8 p
and down the broad rivers of 'Midewater, westward to their falls,
and south across the James, the colonists had bezun to acquire
land as early as 1019, In the Tirst House of Burgesses which met
at Jamestown, July 30, 1619, Captain Lavme and Ensipn Wahsor

rapresented the seti;lement at Lawne's Creelr or Wnrrasco*ack.lg
i ML

18 Paul Wilstach, Tidewster Vircinio, (Indisnspolis:
"Te Bobbs~Merrlil Company, 192v), p. 117.

19 Lyon 7. Tyler, "Isle of Wirht County Records”", William
and Mery Collere Tuarterly Mistorical Marnzine, (1) VIT, Zﬂugust,
15997, 200, .y




CIAPTER TT

THa GOVERLNEIT

Colonial Virginia was composed of hundreds and boroughs
(sometires nsed interchanqeably). Ls sarly ac 1625 there were
four large boroughs or cornorations: Ilenrico, Charles City,
Tlizabeth City, and James City, of which Warrasceyaclt was a part,
"o Bastern Shore over the Day"? wag settled, but had not been
officially zurveved. Tn the Tirst CGeneral Assenmbly ench bhorougrh
wag renresented hy two men chosen by thelr fellow landowners The

ssembly enacted laws regulating cormerce snd nlacing certain re-
strictions on individnalas. Thfbu@h the church affairs ol Virginia
were nnder the direction of the Lord “ishop orf London, who was a
member of the Councll of the London Company3, the General Assembly
passed laws to regnlste the local problems of the church. During
the veems between 1619 and 1622 that body enacted over two hnundred
laws concerning the colonial church; to o greater or lesser extent,
they were enforced until the Revolution. However, they were ad-

Jjusted from time to time to meet the needs of a orowing colon:r.4

1 Alexander brovm, the First Republic in ‘fmerica, (DBoston:
IToushton, Mifflin and Comvwany, 1893), pp., 622-23,

2 ibid., pn. 024-2C,

o e )

}

3 ibid., p. 477.

The Colonial Church in

4 The Reverend Edward Lewis Goodwin,
ng Comneny, 1927), PDe. [(0-T77.

5t AU/
Jiprinia, (Milwanlzee: llorehouse rublis)
inia,

7in
1l



While the burgesses were the renresentatives to the colonial
government at Jamestown, the vestrvmen were the local government
officiels. Tach county (hefore 1634 ench borourh or shire) wos

divided into two or rore nariches Tor the salie of more effective

i te

administraetion of government whers distances were great, In

England the vestry was comnosed of the whole hody of parishoners
nazermbled o elaet churchwardens and trancect other business ol
. ; - . eI ——_Y ik 5
the narish. <Yhe first vestries in Virginia followed this vplan.-
Sir Thomas Deale (who, as Mirh Marshall of Virginia, ruled the

Colony from 1611 to 1616°) said that in his time the affeirs of

the church were administered by 'the minigster and lour of the most
rolicious men”./ These were evidently churchwardens sond sidesmen
rother than vestrymen. As early as 1635, vestries asre mentioned in

tha records of the county courts. They are lirst refepred to by the

. . . f
Assembly in an Act of that body in 1643,°

Originally chozen each yeer by the whole body of narishoners

piry

[

or by the county court, the vestry was in most instances represen-

tative of the peonle. Lilte that of the colonial justice of the

5 ibid., pp. 76-77.

6 John Fiske, 0ld Virsinio and 'ler Neichbors, (Boston:

Houghton, Mifflin and Comwmany, 1897), I, 103,

7 'The Reverend Edward Lewis Goodwin, on. cit., p. 176, °

8. 1% Da 764

(N
o

LI )

10



peace, the position of vestryman was one of dignity and honor; often
the seme man served in both pogitions. To many it wes not only a
nprivilece but a duty to serve in the vestry: to others the office
was only a stepping-stone to politicel power. Thelr duties were
conscientionsly nerformed and many were men ol real piety., Iut

the majority, lile mest of the peonle of Colonial Virgsinis, laclked

desn spiritual convictions. Of course it is necessary to remember

that they were primarily a political rether than an ecclestiastical

9

body. The meetings of the vestry were infreauent but important.
Eruceld says that they met at least twice every year and frequently
convened on a special order of the court. The attendance of a 'good-
1y number" of county officers wes required, and other neople as well
ol

were attract

The respongsibility of tmilding the churches and of hiring the

@)
—
)

rey fell upon the vestrymen ol the porish, All of the inhabhitants
wore assessed for the support of the MNstoblished church. I%t becniie

necesgsary that parochlasl boundaries be sirietly drawn. This was

done by cormon agrecmnent, by order of the Governor and council, or by

9 1ibid. . 68

10 Philip Alexander Eruce, Institutional History of Virsinila
in the Seventeenth Century, (Wew York: The Maclllllan Company,
15357, I, 70-

11 The Reverend Zdward Lewis Goodwin, op. cit., p. 88.

11



nn aect of the Gensral fAssembly. In 1642 the single parish of
Warrascoyack wne divided into the Upver and Lower (or lewnort)
narigshes, The bonndaries of the Upper parish were "to extend
from Lawne's Creek [The present boundary between Isgsle of Wight
snd Surpy Connties) to Peron Creek (}nst eanst oi' the town of

Smithfielq)“. “hose of the Lower parish wvere "to extend from

Pasmon Creelr to the nlantation of Richard Haves (on Chucktaunck
Croek]", 12

The vestry was usually prompt to build echapels in the remote
sectiong of their parish and to keen them repaired, As the need
arose chuyrches were bullt. Should they fail to do so, the people
ware Iree to petition the Governor and his Council o» the Ilouse of
Burgesses. Tt was elso the duty of the vestry to inquire into
delinquences such as drunkenness and "if accusations wroved to be
well rrounded to snbmit them to the General Court as a basis for
formal indictument".l3 These dnties were executad bw the church-
wardens who were chosen annually from the vestrimen, all of whon
served in rotetion. They were directly responsible for the upkeep

of' the church building and the registering of births and deaths

within the »naricsh.

12 W, M. Clarlk, editor, Colonial Churchesin the Oripinal
Colonr of Virsinia, (Richriond, Virginia: The Southern Churchman
Publisnine Company, 1908), p. 84.

13 Philip Alexander Bruce, Virginia: Rebirth of the 01d
(llew York: Lewls Publishing Company, 192Y), 1, 240.

Dominion,

12



During the Protectorate of Oliver Cromwell, the attention
of the home government was centered larcely upon domestic affalrs;
little attention was pald to the American colonies. In Virginia
Sir William Derlkeler was the royal governor; unfortunstely he
could not anpreciate the advancing politicel idedsofl his time.
Tn 1662, under his direction, the TGeneral lLssembly passed a law
requiring each vestry to number twelve "of the most able men of the
narich"; vacancics were to be filled by the selection of the vestry
itsellf, and the wodies could be dissolved only by a specil act of
lesislature.'4 After the defeat of Derkeley in 1676 an Ack
was passed by Bacon's Assembly which required that the entire body
of vestrymen be chosen at least once every tlhree years.lg this
Act was revoked by roval decrce and an Act of the next legislature.l6
Generally spo&king, however, service in the parbh vestry was
usvally congsidered a privilege &nd the office was ably executed.
In part of an old vestryhoolk of Ckmckatnel: Parish, Nansemond Gounty
covering the years from 1702 until 1709 were found the oaths re-

uired of vestrymen and churchwsrdens upon their entering office:

14 The Reverend isdward Lewis Eoo*win, D @LTey W il Be

15 Fhilin Alexander Bruce, Institutional Iistory of Virsinla
in the Seventeenth Century, (New York: (. P. Putnam's Sonsg, 1510),
T, 66
Uy 06

16 Goodwin, loc. cit., p. 78.



T, A.T., do sincerely promise and swear, that
T will be true and faithful, and hear aller 1°nce to
Ilis Majesty, the I‘F.nﬂ'.......».‘o help me God........I
do sear, that I aporove of the doetrine eand discipline,
of government in the Church of FEngland as concerning all
things necesgsary to SalvAatioNeeeceseace

The only record of the vestry of Tsle of Wight County during the
Colonial period is the vestrybook for the years of 1724 to 1771,18 of
which a photostetic cony ic now carefully preserved at the clerk's
office of that county.19 dor rmich of the history, therefore, of it
churches and especially that of the 0l1d Brick Church in Newwvort

Parish, the records of county itselfl rmst be investipated.

-~ -, fl 3 e . . "y (3 - . . .
17 i:ishop Meade, Old bhurcgﬂ Binisters end Familjes of Virginia,

14

(Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott Company, 1857),I, 307.

18 ibvid., T, 304.

19 The originial, along with a photostatiec copy, is in the
Virginia State Library at Richmond.



CHAPTER ITT

IBLE O WIGHW'S rPLANTLYTOL

In 1611 Kecoughtan to the east and lenrico to the west had
been settled, and when the first Jlouse of Burpgesses met, there
were plantations along both sides of the River from 01d Point to
Richrmond. 1 But in those early years & larpge mumwber of the Virsinia
colonists died, and at the setbtlement of Captain Christopher Lavwne
on the south side of the Jomes Rlver the mortality rate was ex-
tremely high. ‘Vhen his plantation was hardly established, Lawne
nNimself died.2 On liovember 30, 1620, tho London Company ordercd
that"in regard of the late mortality of the persons trensported
heretofore by the late Capt. Lawne, his assoclates be granted till
midsurmer, 1625 to make up the number of persons which they were
disposed to bring over'.3 In Pebruary 1621, the "Abapail" lerft
ngland and hronpht a2 letter written by Sir Edwin Sandys (for the
Councll of the London Company)to the governor: in it a mmber of

early patents, including that ol Captain Lavme, had been confirned.

s

The provision was made that "the said plantation [nptain Lawne's]

shall from henceforth be called the Isle of Wight's plantation,

address delivered at Centennial Colobratwon of the Dwooegan lilssion-
ary Society, (Ricamond, Virginia: Virginia Diocesan Library, 1929)
n. 24.

1 The Reverend Il. H., Covinston, "The Colonial Church",

2 Lyon G. Tyler, "I
llary College Quarterly Hi

208,

le of Wight County Records", wWilliam and
toricel Marazine, (1) VIT (Auruut 1899),

a
()
S

3 ibid., p. 206.
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provided that the heirs of the sald Christoger Lawne be no way
prejudiced thersby . . ,”.4 Sir Richard Worley, who came to

. .

Virpinia in 1608 and later acquired land near that of Captain Lewne,

h Py

was a native of Englend's Isle of Wirht, and it is probable that
through his influence the present name was chosen.g Despite these
efforts to transplant familiar names into & stranpe land, the set-
tlement was known ng "Warrascoyack'" until the county officially

A SLNG
becare Isle of Wight by en Act of the Genersl Acsembly in 1037,

In reply to descriptions of Virginia stating that the
"Plantations were renerally scecated upon meerc 3Szlt marishes ™l
of Infectious Borgs and rmddy Creeks and Lakes", the vlanters re-
plied (in 1622) that tho Plantations at Newportsliews, Dlunt Poynt,
Wariscoyalic, etC ¢« ¢« o ¢ ¢ o o » are very fruitful and pleasant strtes"
Jut a fate worse than "marishes and "Bogge" lay in store for the
settlers at Warriscoyack. It is estimated that a fourth of the
Virpinia colonists were killed by the Indians in March 1022. Firty-
three neople in Warrascoyack lost their lives, end all of that set-
tlement was temporarily abandoned, from Ilog Tsland down the. River

for fifteen miles.8 lowever, a vigorous effort was made to dislodpe

4 Alexander Brown, The Flrst Revublic in America, (Boston:
Houghton, Mifflin and ComP&nY, 12987, p. 419.

5 William end Mary Guarterly, op. cit., p. 206,

6 W, Ii. Clark, editor, Colonial Churches in the Original
Colonv of Virginia, (?vﬂnmonﬂ Vircinia T™e Southern Churchman
Publishing Compeny, 1908), p. 81.

7 Lyon G. Tyler, editor, Narratives of Earlv Vir~inia, 1600-
1625, (Wew York: Charles Serd bner's Sons, 1907, ». 412.

8 Willian and lary Guarterly, ov. cit., p. 207.
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the Indians from the lower part of the bLorouch. The harvest wsas
slender that year and the hostile Indains refused %o trade; in the
fall, Sir George Yardlyy led an expendition against them9 which
resulted in the "licuidation" of the linngsemonds and Warrascoyacks.
Thourh only thirty-one people were living et Werrascoyacl and
Dasse's Choice (enother settlement in what is now Isle of Wight
County) in 1625, a census of 1034 reportd 2 popnlation of 50p 10
The years following the Indian massacre were evidently proswverous
ones. when Virginia was returned to the Crown in 1624, there were
a muaber of plantations and four forts across the River from Jemes-

il

tovn., Ten different men were granted natents for land in Warres-

coyack in 1626, the least amount granted to one man heing one hun-

dred acres.12

Between that year and 1640, at least sixty-thres
persons received land grants in Warrsscoyaclk. The minutes of the
General Court at Jesmestown in 1629 show that Warrascoyuack (whcih by
that time included Basse's Choice and other nesrby settlements) was
the only settlement which returned comnlete records of mnonthly court
proceedings, parish levies, disbursements, christenincs, marriages,
and deaths. <The fact that this report wes submitted by its "mymisters

1

ond churchwardens' is an indication of a church in that county at a

very earyy date.13

8 William and Mary Quarterly, op. cit., p. 207.

10 4ibid., (2) XXIIT, 42.

11 op. cit., pp. 622-23.

12 william and Mary Cuarterly, op. cit., (1) VII, A 8.

12 ibid., (2) XXTTIT, 42-43,
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Put ten years before, TGovernor Argall had defined the limits

_l

of the "Corpnoretion and parish” of Jamestown; in 1623 the (ener
Assembly provided that o public rranarv be erected "in every parish',
Tn 1listins the public lends of the several corporstions in 1625,

Brown 4 says "there were 2lso glebe lands in esch Corporation". the

q
!

eorly parishes were anproxinmately ten miles sousre, but that they

mipght ve better ahle to supnmort a minister, some were consolidated.
As the population extended to the fall line and beyond, the averare

parish wos ifrom two to five hundred niles square, or eboul hall as

r . q -
larre as the average county.l) Its population varied irom two to

four thousand, and the parich {requently inelunded land on both sides
of a river, the river being & comnecting linl: rather than a borrior

in Colonial Virginia,

Hineteen years after Jamestown the Dlicabeth River nuar
creanted and thers was s church at "lir. Sewell's roint”.lé In 1642
the peopls of liog Tsland, on the Surry-Tsle of Wirht side ol the
WBlver, because of their preat distsnce from the coloniol cspitol,
were released from the obligation of maliing any contribution towsrd

" J— . ey T .
the erection of the new clhmreh at Jamestovm. Certainly they wvere
1

live connletely apart Lrom the church; it is quite

not expected to 1S

14 EBErown, ov. cit., pp. 620-21.

15 The Reverend idweard Lewis (Goodwin, The Colonidal Church
Virrinia, (Miiwaukes: Morehouse Publishing Company, 1927), D« 70
—_— ety 2

16 Covington, op. cit., p. 24,

17 Philip Alexander Bruce, Institutional listory of Virsinia

in the Seventeenth Century, (Vew Tork: 0. D. rutnem's Bons, 19105,
—

, D0,
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Probable that a church had been bullt near this plantation. Tn
that vear (1642) Warrascovack was divided to form two narishes.l8

Tewr parisih that the 0ld Erick Churech
It was in the Lower, or Wewoort parish tha

was erected,

———

1 pa.
18 clark, ope. clt., Pe ©



VWie greatly commending and graeciouzly accenting
their desires for the furtherance of so noble a work,
vhich may by the providence of Almighty God, hereafter
tend to the glory of his majesty, be vnropagating of
Christian religion to such peonle as yet live in

' darlkness . « «3 Do by these our letters nattent, rra-
clously accept 8f and agree to, their humble and in-
tended desires.

1 The Reverend Edwerd Lewis fGoodwin, The Colonial Church in
Virrinia, (Milwaukee: HMorehouse Publishing Company, 1927), D. 13-
from the third parasraph of the preamble of the first Virginia
charter.
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CHAPTER IV

T3LE OF WIcHT'S CHURCH

o

In a petition to the Governor in 1791, Cantain Mugh Camphell
stated that some of the inhebitants of Isls of Wight, Naensemond,
and lorfollr sounties 1lived so far fromn the chnrehes that they were
geldom able to attend Sundav worship and naslred that someone in
each remote section be appointed to read nrnyers.2 Thet there
was 2 church in Isle of Wight long before that date iz bevond
qnosttion; there were, 2as nentioned before, 522 peornle in the county
in 1634, And when Tsle of Wicht wns divided in 1642 to form thd
Tnper and Lower parishes, the Reverend IMr., Panlkner was not deprivaed
of any of hig salary. Thourh he ig not listed among the ministers
of Hewmort nari:h,3 the Reverend Robert Dungter, of Isle of Wight
hequesthed all of his books to his wife in 1656.4

here have been attemnts to “rove thet the 01d Briel Church was

\:L

built in 1632 - by "tredition

", by records, and by two dated bricks
whiech were found when the buildings was restored around 1890. Some

suthorities interpret the firmures on the bricks as "10632" while

othiers are of the opinion that the three is sn eight. For the
eraction of such # building the dete 1662 seerms morse probable.

2 ?hilin Alexander Lruce, Institubional ilistory of Virginia in
the Seventeenth Century, (New York: The lMacmillan bomu*ny l)3f7,
T7O
I, N

of Jipginia, (Richmond, Vipginia: The Sonthern Churchman Publishine
Company, 19008), pp. 84-85.

3 Vi, M. Clark, editor, Colonial Churches in the Ori-hal Colony

4 Bruce, op. cit., T, 173.

——



That its construection was superinftendsd in 1632 by the father of
the Colonel Josenh Bridrer now buried in the chancel of the church

lisproved by the Iact that the first membher of the Bridrer

6
C}_;

Lfanily to receive a Virginia land orant 1s recorded in the Tsle of
T . 5
Wirnt records of 1057. Contrary to the oninlon of earlier authoriti

there 12 no mention on the tombstone of Bridser (which now forms a

nart of the floor of the church) that he wns the son of the Joseph

o)
[

rected the bullding of the chuprch, Nor is there any

D

Trideor who

mation of his service to thot chnmreh on the tonml, of elther Colonel

Upideer of that of his wife who is also buried there.
e o o o Sacred to ¥ve menory of the lonorahle Joseph
Eridrer, isq. councel of 3tate in Vircinis teo Kine Charles
e 2d, Dying April yo 15: A.D.: 1680, Amed 5F 7eorsSese.s.

P—*ik":
N

e
ere lles the reat MLn_utOP of steate thn+ ﬂojnl Virtues
hod smd Royal fate to Charles his cowncels did such h?nor"
brincs, His own ecxpress feliched him to attend ye lking.°

)

There ig no one record or report of the bgstablished Church in
the early days of the colony.7 Aind the early records of Igle
off Wirhtts Hevmort Parish were destroyed durine the Revolutionary
Wer when Yarleton sent a detaciment of soldiers to "Hacclesfield",
the home of Colonel Josiah Parker. 'the vestry books and other

churech papors were in his eare, and some were goparently nreserved

5 CGeorge C. Nason "Tho ”olonial Churches of Isle of Wight and

Southampton Loun1i S, Vlrﬁnnna YWilliam ond llary Collere Ouarterly
Hfstorical f‘_pﬁg;zi_ne, Com LRI T (Januar'y, 1943), 44=4T,

6 From the tombstone of the Colonel Eridrer, which was movaed
from the Y%hlte HMarsh farm, then owned by the late J. T. Davis, soon
alfter the bullding was restored,

7 Ele

Houghton, Ii-ff1lin and “omWQnV 8), np. 022-23,

exander Brown, The f{ t Republic in America, (Roston:

@

[}
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and remained in the vossession of his vaughter untlil the War of
1812. During thaet struggle a nilitary force wns stationed nearby,
and needing gaper for cartridges, it 1s fthought the early vestry
book was given to them by the servants.0 4 later vestry boolr,
recording the activities of the parish from 1724 until 1771, refers
fo the 01ld Rrick Church, but nalies no mention of the probable date
of’ 1ts erection. A question might arise as to what was old in

Virginia in 1724. wWould a church hullt ln 1682 be old forty years

later? It is nrobable thabt Lt wouiqjthore were new chapels in
other sections of the county, and since few of the early churches
had definite names, the cldest soon came to the the "0ld Drick
Church",?

The principal sources of authority in regard to Virginia's

colonial churches are llening's Statutes and the old parish vestry

books. ‘‘nough the statutes deal prinariiy with clvil law, Lhe

Leglslature passed nunerous acts regarding the reluation of' the
people aund the churcn. The vestry books seldom gave the date of the
complieted builaing; usually only the order lor lts erection is

merntioned.l0 apparently, lew services were held cormamorating the

(9] . wre Py .
L Bishop Meade, ¢ld Churches, Minlslters and Fam'lies of
Virginia, (rhiladelphia:  J. 1B3. Livnlncot®t Company,lULy), I, 307.

9 Yot until 18z8 did Isle of Wigcht's 0ld Briclk Church be-
come &t. Luke's Church, when the Reverend %. G. H. Jones, who had
heen holding: services in the bnilding reierred to "St. 'uke's

Church" in a Diocese revort. lowever, there is no reasonwny bthis
name should not be retained.

10 Zeorge C. Hason, "The Cclonial Churches of Isle of Wisht
and 3outhampton Counties, Virginia", %illiam and Mary Colleie “uarterly
Historical Magazine, (2) «XIII, (January, 194-5), 44,




ne

firtieth or hundredth anniversaries of the colonial churches. lor
was a deed necessary [lor the bullding ol a chanel; one was seldon
ke 17 . i el B ot o ed : 11 .
drawn uap until a more permanent bullaing was necded. In the re-
corcs of the county 't ls svident that a church was standing at or
gqulte near the present site of 2t. Luke's., A deced, dated September
6, 1683, states that "lMichael Fulgechan warrents one acre of land
to the churchwardens and vestrymen of’ the Lower pariesh of Ide of
Yilght whereon the church house now standeth by deep Swips o o "
The 0ld Brick Church is foday Jocated at Lhe head of a creek, which
is little more than a swampj several yeurs ago the stream was dam-
med to form a lake. That there was a church at or near the present
site in 16062 is beyond a doubt; thet there was & building usea for
worshin years belore that time ils quite lilkely.
When we firgt went to Virginia I well remember we did

hand an awning which 1s an c¢ld saile to Lhree or four trees,

to shadow us from the sunne: our walls were rales of wood;

our sgeats unhewed treces till we cut vlanks; our rulnit a bar

of wood nailed tc two neighboring trees.13

Thus wrote Captain John Smith describing the first worship

services st Jamestown. In 1617 a church was bullt outside the old

stocizade; thils bullding was erected unon a slender bricl: and cobble-

stone foundation which was discovered by excavaliocn carried on by

the Association for the FPreservation of Virginia Antiquities in 1891.

n this foundstion w [irst church known to have been ol brick was
On tnils { lat Lt st church ! t,o have b M hriclE W

11 ibid., p. 40.

12 Lyon G. Tyler, "Isle of Wight County Recordas", Willlam and
Mary College fuarterly Historlcal Magazine, (1) VII (august ICOY),

13  OR. Gib., Do 1O

234,
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corlstr'uctg;d,ll In a letter frorn Governol John Tarvey and the Councll
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to the rrivy Gouncil in London on Junuery 16, 1639, a statement
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ag mecie thELt, tout Of oW owre ;)LU‘SOS vie r

bo the building of & brick church and both

others of the ablest planters have liberslly by our persuas ticn

SRR
underwritten to this wWorxe-.

in act of the Asseroly sn 16231-232 provided that funds needed

ey Y D I 33 it 3 ~
for constructing church buildinge vere LO be paid by the people of
7 Y ’ £ 5 yery] ) ) - - .
the narigh: the asses graont, 1N the form of a regu.ar bax was col-

4 ~ 4 b R tlad

4 . ’
10 gne first parlcsh churches were

"
3

Jected like the county levies
of rude construchion - of planks or lois, ollowed = few years later
b7 more nretentlous {'rame hulldings which lasted one or two genera-
tions, and were planned for congregation af scmethlng like thres
hundred.l? As the need nrose these were replaced by brick buildings,
dout ghel o Laat indefinitely. The Uld Bricx Church near Smlthfiidd
rhere ancther Lwo hundred ity Jears.

b} [ . .
Sno‘v'.’.‘j GVGI':[ il’ldicatton ol ne LI
The usch the majority of Yirginia's seventeenth century churches
ougn tn e oLt o

o 1
[ s s wpick., Lhe church at Jamestow
Were built of wood, a Lew were of bDrLe: st Jumestown,
g a1t . rels at Smithileld ur
Brutan parish at Willlamsburé, ind St. LU b . ure
Lermanent construction. Janestoun's

€ramnles : atter, riore Hermanern

gs of the lattel,
. s — 3 S\ Y > e i € 7 N 2
brick church was comuleted 1n 1639 - only seven Joals after the

——
.3

= : d Lewis G dwin, op. cilt., p. 45
: elwe wig GoOQv L y e
14 The Reverend ndward Le ,

r). 2}.3-

15 Clark, B cifi.,

13

\

s a2t . Reb e off the Cld
: R 2y Bruce 'fJ poinla: 1EOL 3 e C
, nl el opnaer Or s ‘
Doy s 16 KR L, 6 1r ]'(,\J"‘ rubl nC‘ﬂJ_YlL T”]" any, J.O% —T I 2E,
Zominion, (New Yorw: =
goodwin, Op- cit., ». 87.

17 The Reverend sdward Lewlo



traditional aate of the building

resemhlance hetween the two. The

church (restored) and that of

corbie "steps'. However, tl

two, and wag c¢vidently ue
tretentious scale. The
that they were buillt iIn the game
¢’ each other, because today the
and especilally that of churches,

Though not rcqpmbi ing 1t as

church, 8t. Luke's was, [rom all

the gsame time asg the first brick

cl' the vestry, Novembser,

be built of briclk

ctructure; this second Bruton church was completed

describing @t. Luke's in Isle ot

It is perhaps

SUre .« & @
a haze orl
masons in a far-off land.

"y
ne gepa

» L - — f X r) . .
of' Bnglish Tudor and Jacobean work.<0  muilt in the

this house, like the 0ld Bri

16 'The present '
pleted until
added in ]769 (o
Yirginia, 1942).

l_.J

HipRe

19 Talbot Hamlin, Arch

church

gimilarlity is not necessarlily an

implies that the

the only
tmerica. It is late debased
fbut]) it is late

Jacobean Kenalssance and bullts

rated chimneys of "Bacon's Castle”

¢ €hurch

liamsburg
1715, nd it wasg uAlargcd in 1722, and a new steeple
”Bzuton Paris

itecture Through. the Apes,

of 8t, Luke's. There isacortain
cable or east end of the Jancstown
Iuke's show the similarity in the

in Isle of Wight is the larger

lpned al a later date on a nore

indicabion
decade, or even within three decades
architscture of public bulldings,
changes slowly.
closely as 1t does the Jamestown
avallable evidence, erected at aboutb

church of Bruton parish. The order

1677, that a new church at Middle Plantation

wooden

18
e 3683 : In

carller church was a

3 1
Wight, Herl inl® writes:
Gothle ekhurch in
Gothic, to be
Gothic seen through
by untrained

true
Jacobhear
English

in 3urry County are
early 1650's

3

in Isle of Wight, has a feel-

church, however, was not com-

h Church", Williamsbur;,

(New Vork:

Y. . Putnam's Sons, 1940), ».

20 hdbld., pe B27.
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Ing of' the nre-Wren architecture. The church al Smithfield is per-
naps the best examnle of colonlual ecclestiagbical architecture now
in existence in Virginia; sturdy, thlck walled and of excellent
material, the parish churches of kngland were not forgotten by its
builders. YWhen Bishop Meade visited the site in the mlddle of the
nineteenth century, and many years before the restoration, he wrote
that even though the windows and much of’ the interior were pone, he

wags certaln the materials were of the best kind and the workmanship
snperior.2l He described the thick walls which were strengthened
by pillars which we quite wide at their base, and added that they
nad mouldered, allowling small trees to grow among the bricks. ‘That
good man tells cof vulling one of Lthe shrubs from the wall and re-
sebting it st his home where 1t grew to be a tree.

The ckruweélorm cr cross shaned bullding was the ideal of church
builders in the early part of the elichtéeenth century. But 8t.
Luke's was erected In the latiter halfl ol the seventeenth century,
and 1t is ¢f the nlaln, rectangular type. These early churches
"were saved I'rom ugliness by perfect proportions in length, breadth,

and helghts, by massive gsolidity of walls and rcof, and by a severly

. . . % Py
classic taste in every detaill of ornamentation”.22 The plans of the

0ld Brich Church preparcd by the Hatlonal Park Service pive the followlng

21 Bishop Meade, 01d Ghurches, "inisters, and ramilics of
Virgzinn (Philadelnhia: J. 3. Linnincott Tomnan 1577 N NS
t=h i & J 9 J ) 3 )y -

22 The Reverend Fdward Lewls Goodwin, op. cit., n. O7.
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dimensions: inside bthe upper walls, it 1s sixty feet, six inches by
twenty-four feet, three inches; the walls are twenty-six inches thick,
resting on thirty-six inch foundations, wnile the lLower 1g about twenty
2D

feet sguare outside, wpith walls nearly thirty inches thick.

The earllest churches in Virginia might h..ve had a bell in the
tower; 1ir so they were soon found to be of little pse in a parish
whose neople were ccatted over several hundred square miles. The

24

tower of #t. Luke's is certainly not a later addition. Hamlin
writes of the bullding ". . . it has a round arched docr with a
nuive pediment {a white marble triangular nlague] above, but it also
nrs true offset buttresses at the sides, a high niltched rool and
traceried windows, . . . . . . « starting as though with pointed arches,
ending In the center with a strange ana dwlward CU'VE « » o o o o'

The only original furnishings now Ir. the church are belicved
to be the wine-gzlass pulpit and its sounaing board, which wcrc'
found in an old barn at "Haccleslield" and restered in 1’94.26
ihe pulplts of Virginia's early churches were usually on one side
6l the church and were guite tall; that of 3t. Luke's, which 1g

of pancled walnut conforms to this description. Two or three

walnut trees stand in the churchyard today, and It is not Iimnossgaible

23 George C. Mason, "The Colonlal Churchesz of Isle of Wight
and Southuamnton Counbties, Virpginia", Willlam and Mary College
nmarterly Historical Magazine, (2) “XITI (Junuary, 1043), n. 47.

24 ibid., p. 45. ‘
25 Hamlin, op. cit., n., 532,

5
¢ William and Hary (uarterly, on. cibt., p. 47.

n
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that it was made from local bimber ny a master cabinet-maker.

The pews of colonial churches were square with sides so high that when

seated one could not see into the neighhoring pew. Those in the Cld
Rrich Church today, nowever, thourh qulte hizh, are rectangular
rather than square. A fdnily night have its own pew constructed or
cne would be _iven ko a man wno had dontrlbuted @ large amount to
theé erection of the bullding, a#nd I'or several gencrations it might
be occupled by members ol the same famlily. In 1740 the vestry of
Isle of Viight's Newport parish ordered that "the corner FPew of the
Criancel in the Brick church be alloted for the wifes [sic] ol the

N

Jetices and vestrymen of the sald Parish, ana the pew thal they
-
formerly set [sic. 1in be alloted for the young women™ 2 (

Music wag a popular in Virginia in the eighteenth century, and
it was a customary nart of the education cf wemen. Robert Carter
(1663-1722) had in his home a harnischord, a pianoforte, an
harmonica, a gultar, and a flute, while he owned an organ at
Williamsburg.zS It is doubtful 1f there was an arguan at sSt. Iuke's
in the early vyears; not until 17595 was an organ lef't bullt in

-
D¢
i

Burton Parish Chur-ch. If there was any singing, 1t was only cne

v

o,

.n Metre", which the clerk would lead

. ! 30
u, perhans, of & tuning fork.”

or two ol the 'Psalms of Davic

|

with the =

%)

&7 tbda., (1) VII. 269,

'

20 Thomas Jefferson ¥Vertenbaker, Palrician and p’lebian in
Virsinia, po. 126-27.

29 Pamvhlet, Brutoa Parisn Church, (itichmend, Virginia:
thittet and Shepperson, rrinters, I04d), p. 3.

30 The Reverend Edward Lewls Goodwin, op. cit., p., 808.
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Lilke most of Virpginia's colonlal churches, the chsncel is
at the east end, with a large stalned-rlass window (or windows)
forming a preat part of the gable wall. At the west or tower
end of the building a gallery extends across the church. There,
the negroes usvally sat. Put at Bruton Parish a rdlery was
assimned "for the use of the Collepge youth of Williem and Mary,
to which gallery there is to be put a door, with a lock and key,

1
the sexton to keep the key".3

31 w. M. Clark, op. cit., p. 90
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CHAPTER V

THE CHURCY AS A VITAL PART OF COLONIAL SOCTETY

The author of Vir-~inia's Cure, a nemphlet printed in 1661,

wrote that "The families are despersedly and scatteringly seat-

ed upon the sidesz of rivers, sorme of which running very fir into
the counfry bear the lknglish plantations above a hundred miles..”.l
In 1680 Virrinia's frontier counties were Stafford on the Potomac,
ilew Kent on the York, end Henrico on the James.2 Seventeenth
century Virginians were busy establishing larpe nlantations. DBy
the time of his deeth in 1704, Willism Dyrd I, with that insticnt
of the merchant, had built up a great fortune,

‘he omigrants to Isle of VWight were larpely neonle irom

,-4
1o

Arstol, vhere in the Civil wars, the Cavaliers were very stron3,3

tnd for many years, therefore, the Anglican church reflected the

life of the people. Just as a favorable social pocition was a

1 <thomas Jefferson Wertenbaker, Patrician snd Plebian in
Virrinia, (Charlottesville, Virpinia: Liichie Company, vrinters,
1910), p. 35.

The Reverend Edward lLewls Goodwin, TheColonlal Church in
(Milwaukee: Morehouse Publishing Company, 19277, p. 75.

2
Virginia,

3 Lyon G. Tyler, "Isle of Wirht County Records", William and
liary Collere Guarterly Historical Mapazine, (1) VII (hupust, 1699),
2029
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prerequisite for membership in the llougse of Durgesses, so it was
In the cholice of the local parish officials or vestrymen. Though
1t never »nlayed the vital role in the gpiritual lines of the
peohble as did the later evangelical churches, the Estallished
church was a significant part of the "way of 1life" of Colonial
Virginia.

¥rom the meeting of the first CGeneral Assembly until 1662,
over two hundred laws for the rovermment of the church were
en_r:.cted.4 Though they were enforced until the Revolution, they
were revised from time to time to meet the needs of a prowing
colony. In 1662, the Assembly reaquired churchwardens to purchase
for each church one large Pible and two comion Frayer Books, =
cormunion cloth and napkins, anda pulpit cloth and cushions.5
That the churech nlayed an important part in the development of the
colony is indicated by the fact that at one time the lefflslature
passed a law requiring that the roads lending to the parish clmrchos
be at least forty feet wide and lree ol tre6 rootz. In the very
early days the people were dependent upon the church ifor most of
their social ¢atheringes. Iunerals and weddings of'fered a feelinp
ol commnity life to people Iin isolated sections of the parish.

ks early as October 1608, John Laydon, a lahorer, married Anne

4 'The Reverend Lidwnrd Tewis foodwin, op. c¢lt., np. 76-77.

T Philip Alexeinder Bruce, Institutional Mistory of Virginia
- 1 ; = = : et eoten p =
c Seventeenth Century, (llew York: (. f. Putnam's Sonas, 1910),

1_10
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Burras at Jamestown. The Sunday services, too, offered an
opportunity for social gatherings., ‘he sermons were usnally
efisy for the preacher, and restful, if uninspiring, for the
congregetion., They were often held twice during the Sundny,
and there wasgs slight mention of hell-fire end the sins of man-
kind.7

Lut the first Virginia Assembly had vwassed a law requiring
the attendance of every citizen at divine services on Sunday.
Shonld he be absent, a freemen wes Iined three shillings for

o

each offense, whilc 8 slave wes whjpped.” As 1=2te as 1699, the

Nfeneral Assembly remired that any adnlt failing to he present

at some Torm of relipgious service be fined five shillings or

&

ity pounds of ftobacco. The Ilouse of Durspeésses sometlinmes called

for devs of fasting or days of

C

oieing, to he ohserved by

e TR
1

gervices in all oi the churches. The churches were usually from

6 W, II. Clark, editor, Colonial Churches in the Oririnial
Colony of Virginia, (Richmond, Virginia: The Southern Chnrehman
Publishing Company, 1904), »n. 20,

7 Maud vW. Goodwin, The Yolonial Cavnlier, (Lozton: Little,
Brown, and Comnany, 189%), »n. 197.

ruce, op. cit., I, 28.
9 ibid., T, 34-35.
10 The Reveraend G. MacLaren Prydon, The listablished Chureh in
Virsinia and the Revolution, (Richmond, Vir~inla: The Virzinia
Diocesen Library, 1930), p. 9.



ten to Iifteen niles apart in eastern Virpinia while seven or
: . . : 11
eight miles was considared an easy walking distance.

Hot all of early smerica's stralt-laced, plous souls were

; o i . i I :

confined to lle w Inglsnd, According to I'isks, 2 man who was
found drunkz was privately renroved by his minister; bthe second
time he was publically reoroved; the third time he was plaiced in
irons for twelve hours; and the fTourth time he was punished
necordine to the decizion of the Governor snd his Council., In
1678 Hdwerd Hastell, of Lower lorfollk, was indicted for carrying
a mmn or Sunday, and in 1052, Saras I'mrdy of the ssame county was
 amee : : 13 ,
indieted lor shelling corn on Sunday. During the years {rom
June 1772 until June 1783, the following misdemesnors (a2 total
of 114) occurred in Tsle of Wirht County: wprofane swearing, 29
cases; common drunkards, 9; Sabbath breaking, 1l; paming, 13;
adulting, 9; absence from church, 5; feilure to pay the parish levy,

9; ohstrueting the hicghways, 2; snd 73 surveyors of the roads wers

.
nresented to the court for nerlect of duty =

11 The Reverend Edward Lewis Goodwin, op. cit., p. 88.

12 John Fiske, 0ld Virrinis and Her Nel
longhton, Mifflin, ond Comnany, 1897), T, 246,

b i
13 Bruee, op. cit., T, 41,

14 Williem and M

)

Y Qunrtorlj, (1) Vil, 271




In Colonial Virginia "a witch caused more personal hostility

than even a Catholic or an atheisgt...", tnt while many cases of

witcheraft came before the court, there is no record of a death
: L] L ] 15 N ~ 3y > »
gentence’s Leing imposed. Grace Sherwood of rrincess fnne

Uounty was acensed (169%) of casting spells, and some years later

Iz

‘m e . \
shed by "dueking', sut as esrly as 1655 an fct of the

wag puni
General Assembly had tried to discouracs tha'endless turmoll caused

by charges and countercharges of witcheraft", 17

Wills frequently provided that the children of the deceanged

be taurht to read the Dible. Robert Hodre of Lower lorfollt bequepath-

ed to each of his rodsons end goddaurhters living in Virrsinla (4n
)] ) 18 )

1681) a DBible and two volumes of sermons. Nor were the people

ol the colony unintercested in the needs of the poor; in 1684

Cantoin John Moone of Isle of Wirht left four cows "to remain for
N i 9

a 3tock forever Tor poor fatherless children...". servants too,

were usually well cared-for; certainly they occupied as favorable

1% Phillp Alexander bruce, Virginia Rebirth of the 0ld

Dominion, (lew Yorl: Lewls Fuplishin- o ormany, 1929), 1, 250.

16 Philin Alerander Hrtce Institmtional Mis orv of Vir-inig
(Nlev

in the Seventeenth Yentury, v York: U. P, rutnam's Sons,
T 280,

17 4bia., I, 281.'
18 ibid., T, 22.

19 Wllliam and liary ‘narterly, (1) VIT, 222.




2 position in Virecinia as the averare servent in the mother

country, In his will, ihwnhrev Clark, of Isle of Wisht, gave
v * 4 W ’ fd) £l

to Mary Clark three years of her period of service.20 Ile also

requested that his servante be kent together.

The church was partly supvorted by a tex levied uvpon a

fe

1o

apparel, as well as that of his w

mants

- At times, that evidently

nroved a relioble source of income. Thomas Warnet, » »rominent

smestorn merchant who died in 1629, bequeathed to different neople:

"A coifl, a cross-cloth of wrousht #old, a nair of silk stockings
’ = b ] -

xS, &

pair of red slippers, a sea green scarf edged with gold lace,....a

vest, a sword, and a gold belt". 2l  On the other hand, 111

"

Byrd T sent his wis to insland—to be repaired.22 or was

1am

the

entire time devoted to entertoining and visiting. Colonel Richard

Lee, who dled in 16064, left o number of books, amonsr whiéh were

Wing!'e

0

| U

Art of Surveyine, a Greelr Grammsr, Pra:xis lledlcinae, Conesaris

Cormentarii, Tulley's Orations, and works of Virgil, Ovid, and Livius.

Torsehaclk riding was both' a pleasure and a necessity in the

20 Sbeld. ) Ra 220,

21 Philip Alexander Bruce, Economic History of Vircinia

Seventeenth Century, (NWew York: The Macmillan Company, 1935)

22 Thomas Jefferson Wertenhsker, op. cit., p. 138,

23 ibid., op. 125-26.

3

23
in th
) II 1"57 .
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colony. TIew possessions were valued so hichly as o rood saddle
horse. 1In 167{ Lieutenant Colonel John (Georce of Isle of Wirht
willed to his son, "my horse Jading, with my Plush saddle and

. !!24 The i 3 P
Bridl@mnd s . Isle of Wicht's Colonel Josiaph Parlier rode
behind two postillions "...in a new handsome Iost chaize, the
Body neatly carved and run with reised lieads and scrolls, the

F 2
roof* and upper panels covered with leather....." ~. Though

AT

punishable by {ines as mentioned @bove, drinking was indulged in.
The will of Colonel John Pitt of Isle of VWisht beanenthed (1702)

his seal ring to his son, ilenry and to Jameg, his strong-water still

26

A

and farniture.

In penerasl, women in Colonial Virginia lived the same sort of

i

ives as did women in seventeenth century Iinsrland. 4&mong the
nractical merchants and farmers of the colony, however, therc wis
nrobably less chivalry toward women then that which is popularly
sunnosed to have been choracteristic of “olonial Vvirginia. Thomas
Pitt (who died in Isle of Wicht in 1687) bequeathed "to deare and
loving wife Mary Pitt her first choice of two of my negroes an alsoe
the two diamond rings, her wedding Rinpe and inamelled rinrs wlth 211

27

her wearing anparell and necklace of pearl'.

24 William and Mary CGuorterly, (1) VII, 241.

25 Yaul Vilstach, Tidewater Virpinis, (Indianapolis: The
Dobbs=lerrill Company, 1924), »p. 115-110.

26 William and Mary Guarteriy, (1) VII, 253,

27 ibid., (1) VII, 244.

-
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CEAPTER VT

THE COLONIAL CLERGY

Durine most of the colonifal neriod the churech provided the
only nublic means of rellglons, moreal, snddvié education for the
common nennle. ITn the seventeenth centnry there were hardly =
dozen publie schoonls in Virrinia and thevy were of a most limlted
capacity.l BEducation was largely nnder the direction of the ehurch.

The majority of its ministers were from Oxford, Cammbridre, or the

scottish universaitiecs, and in the years precedinsg the Revolution
many were trained ath the Collece of wWillism snd lary. Most of
therm tauerht school in their respective parishes. In 1753, klizabaeth
Smith of Isle of Wirht County left money for the establishment of a
free school for noor children in Smithfield: "the hovs to he tanucht
3 years, and the girls two, the boys to be taught rending, writing,
(")

and orithmetic and the sirls recding and writine.......",

It seems probable that each of the lerge expeditions sent out
by the London Comnany carried one or riore minlisters, mut few of their
n2res have been preserved. The "unselfich fortitude and endurance’

of the Reverend Robert unt, as well as his "rsood doctrine and

1 'The iteverend Bdward Lewis Goodwin, The Yolonfial Churech in

Virviniﬂ, (M3 lwankee: The Vorehouse Iublsihing Conpany, 1527)
n. 91,

2 ILyon 0. Tyler, "Isle of Wipht County Records", William and
)

Mary Collepe tuarterly Historical Magezine, (1) VIT (Aurmst, 1899?,

—
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exnortatil on...Cﬂnﬂ] ovm devoted example” n3 wvere a rreat conmfort to
the cnlonigts in the first Aifficnlt months at Jamestown. In the
fire of 1602, "Good Master "int.......lost all his library, and all
that he had but the cloathes on his bacl:; yet nene never heard him

4
s losse'.

|-te

repine at hi
The visit of Focahontas to England after her marrinre to John
Rolfe aroused interest in christianzing the Tndians, and movements
weres begun to further that enternrise. In 1619 the Virginia cle erry
were required to report all christenings, buriasls, and marriares
every twelve months and to teach the voung neonle of thelr congre-
'ntion the Ten Commandments, the lord's Prayer, the catechism, and
the Articles of Belief.g £ law of 1641 provided that there be oan
annual measting of all the ministers and church warden of the colony--
5
to Le held at Jmaestown.
Selden were the ministers of the colony desliginated by title in

renorts and records. It iz not known how many were in Virginias in

T . . . .
162?, but Yown listz six men as serving in that capacity at that

3 W, M, Clarlt, editor, Colonial Chureches in the Oririnal Colony
of ViPginla, (Richmond, Virginia: The Southern Churchman Iublishing
Company, 1908), ». 13.

4 The Reverend lidward Lewlis Goedwin, op. cit., ». 24,

S rhilip Alexander Druce, Virsinia: Rebirth of the 01d Lominion,
(Hew York: Lewis Publishing Compsny, 1929), T, 251-52,

& Philip Alexander Bruce, Institutional Uistory of Vireinia in
the Seventeenth Century, (New Vork: (. P. Pntnam's Sons, 1910), I, 187.

7 Alexzsnder Erown, The IMrst Republic in fmerica, (Boston:
lioughton, Mifflin, and Comnany, 17987, pn. 030-31.
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time. The Tirst record of a ninister's serving in Isle of Wight
1s that of the Reverend lir. Faulkner who was in the county when the
upper parish was formed in 1642. The securing of ministers was not

en easy task. Pollowing the Restoration, the General fissembly

(]

anbointed the Reverend Philin Mallory, chaplain of the Assembly tq

f

"undertake the soliciting of our church affaires in ©Ensland”. In
sngland vacancies in the pulpit were filled by the appointment of =
man by his natron while the Virginia clergy were chosen by the vestry
nlone. They were bound by the terms of a definlte contract and the
. G

vestry was Ifree to refuse its renecwal.?

The salaples of tihe ministers enurnled the money that @& certaln
smount of tobacco would bring. In 1623, the salary of the clergy
in Virzinia was fixed ot ten pounds of tohacco snd a husihiel ol corn

X y o edD o
for each tithable person in the parishai Some years later, (1656),
the clergyman end six of his servents were exempted fom taxation--
eith perish, county, or general. DBut the iLssembly following DLacon's
' L BB i BN

rebellion restricted that »nrivilere to the clerpgyman #slone. Before
1700 the total amount received by a minister averared not less than
one hundred pounds which was equal in purchesing nower to twenty-five

12

hundred dollars todavy. Besides that they were entitled to fees

fixed by law,

8 The Reverend Edward Lewis Coodwin, op. cit., p. 80.

9 Philip Alexander Bruce, Virginia: Rebirth of the 0ld Lominion,
(Wew Yorl:: Lewis Publishing Company, 1929), I, 249.

10 ibid., I, 250.

———
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13

In addition to the salary and fees, a glebe of one or two

hwndred acres was provided by law for the benefit of the dergy.
The horme of the ninister differed little f rom that of the usual

Plantation home. In the absence of a2 minister, the glebe lands

were cultivated br an agent of the Vestry, or were rented out. ilot
infrequently the clergymen owvned estates independent of the church
lands. In 1635 there were recorded the patents for a thousand

14 Beverley,

acres of land in Virginia by each of two ministers.
the historian, stated that at the end of the seventeenth century
the income of the clergy were &as large as those of a planter who
owvned twelve working slaves.

In the early vears, the parish was unwilling to accept a
candidate for i1ts pulpit unless he should sutmit a testimonial to
Prove that he had received ordination from an English prelate. As
mentioned above, the church in Virginia was under the direction of
the Bishop of London, and it was he wvho usually ordained the ministers
who came to Virgcinia. The Bihops of London were sometimes considered
indifferent to the Virginia church and some people were strong advocates

of Bishops for the colonies. But the church was established by law,

and most of the people felt that there was no great need for & resident

13 In Colonial Virginia the glebe was that tract of land, or
plantationg, serving as a source ol revenue as well as the home of
the parish minister.

14 PhilipAlexander Bruce, op. cit., I, 251,

1l5 loc. cit.



bishop. Consequently, =2ll of the first clergymen were natives of
fngland.  So far as 1s known, not a single clergyman in Virginia
during the seventeenth century was a native of the colony.

During those years the clamy of Enrland oceupied a position hut
1ittle better than that of a hirsher domestic servant: et the dsmand
for ministers in Virginia was never met except dnuring the Puritan
Supremaoy.16 Tn 1660-61 there was a pronosal for the estal:lishment
in Virginie of a collepe for the troining of ministers, iiven so, 1ts
sraduates wouldr have to be ordained in chtlon.l7 It 18 generally
believed that the training of ministers for the church was one reason
for the chartering of the Collere of VWillliam and HMary thirty years
latera

After Henry VIII had broken the power of the priesthood their
prestige was never fully regained., Virrcinia's ministers were drawn
from their one source—the¢ mother country. In many resveets the

colonial period was an age of "

irreligion and spiritwal letharey."
‘he vestries kept more men of doubtful character from being sent to

the colony, and 3f the minister did not meet the standsards of

leave
spirituality and conduct set up by the vestry, he was asled to/the
0 18 m q [y . . ] .
parish. That there were ministers of questionable remutation in

16 Philip ialexander Bruce, Virginis: Rebirth of the 01d

Dominion, (New Yorl: Lewls Publishing Company, 1929), I, 240,

ARG s o P e 2L TN

18 The Reverend Edwsrd Lewis Goodwin, op. cit., pp. 92-93.



Colonial Virginio micht be ascertained from the following restdctions
imnosed vpon then by thew: by the Lesiglature:

Mynisters shall not give themselves to excesse in
drinking or ryatt, spending their tyme idelie by day or
by nlght playing at dice, csards, or any other unalarful
reme, but at all tymes convnnlent they shall heare or
reade somewhat of tho holy scrintures, or shall occupy
themselves with some other honest studies or exercise,
alwayes doinge the things which s&gll apnerteyne to
honestie and endeAavor.i.scesccsess 7,

Sorie small varishes were ungsble to support really eble men. Wien
Logether the clergy often interfered in political matters, iut most
of the time tley led isolated lives, with but little intellectual or
gniritual stirmmulus. Their work was routine and few demands for real
spiritual leadershin were made won them. The "Reverend" Thomas
Layley, who was minister of Isle of Wicht's Hewport parish in 1724,

was described b Governor Spotswood in his letters to the Rishop of

London as & most wicked man; the reason fov his staterient 1s not Ynown .29

There were inefficient ministers who traveled fror parish to narish to

malte a living by filling vacancies, but the majority lived throughout

their ministerial lives in a single parish, where they held the resvect
21

and eonfidence of vestry and peonle. Genernlly speaking, the clergy

ol seventeenth century Virginia were rien of ability and excellent

charazeter. Of the one hundred twenty ministers who came to Virginia

19 John iske, Old Vipginia and Ier leichbors, (Boston: Iicughton
Mifflin and Company, 10977, I, 240.

20 Dishop lleade, 0ld Churches, linisters and FPernilies of Virginia,
(Philadelohia: J. D. Lipnincott Pomocny 10,7) , 301-2.

2l _Abfd.p 8s £1;
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before 1700, there were only twelve who could nossibly be questioned
: s lou . (i b : ;
as to thelr ministerisl character. nring thie eiphteenth century,
the majority of the most able ministers were natives of the ecolonw.
Tn 1724 the isishop of London sent to the clergymen of Virgining
a series of auestions for parochial reports. A&t that time there
were less than fifty parishes in the colony, the mumber having grown
little in forty yeare, because of the sonsolidation of the snallgr
narisheg, PFifteen »narishes were without a minister, but the reports
) . 2 1 23 [ - 7 L3
of twenty eirht were preserved, ime report of lr. Layley of Newpopt
parish stated that there was in service, in the upper part of the
parish, a chanel-of=-cecse and that 1t was nineteen miles from the

. 24 . ) 1
mothier chureh® —_from every indication the 0ld Hriclk Chureh nenr

omithfrield,

22 ibid., p. 81,

23 ibid., p. 91 -~ a study of the reports shows the followin-:
are numoer of parishoners at church, 420; aversge nunmber of
ilies to a pgriuh, 300; average number of churches and chgnels to
minister, 2; average mmber of loly Lommnions in each narish nepn
year, 53 and the average number of communicants, 100,

24 (eorge C. kiason, "The Coloniel Churches of Isle of W!cht
Southamnton Countles”, Yilliam and Mary Collepme Cuertorlv ligsto
Murazine, \2) XAIII, { fanunry, 1943), 56-57.

and
rical
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CHAPTER VII
THEL DISSLIITERS

The »eovnle of Virginia did not choose the Anglican faith;
from birth, evervone was a member of the Church of England. As time
went on and as bonds with the mother country were weakened less
deferencc was Telt toward the Bishop of London. But during the
greater part of the seventeenth century nearly all of the colonies
Placed ripid restrictions upon religious beliefs, and nonconformists
wvere loolred upon with disfavor,

WWhen Jamestown was settled England was on theverge of accepting
the authorized version of the Eible which was dedicated fo King James
in 1611. An atheist was seldom trusted and was forbidden to hold
nublic office.l kdward liaria VWingfield, the first President of the
Council of Virgcinia was tried for atheism in 1608 because of "the
absence of a DBible from his belongings". He declared that in the
course of his journey he found his trunk broken open and the Bible
"ymbeasiled", but that excuse was not satisfactory and he was

2 ‘ -
returned to lLingland. As late as 1683, Thomas Newhouse of Lower Norfolk

1l Frhilip Alexander Pruce, Virginia: Rebirth of the 01d Yominion,
(Hew York: Lewis Publishing Company, 1929), I, 250C. =

2 Maud W. Goodwin, The Colonial Cavelier, (Boston: Little, Brown
and Comnany, 1895), n. 192,
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was accused of asserting before an agsembly that "a -rent nart of the
BPible was false", whercupon he was srrested, tried by the county
justices, and sent hefore the Genersl Court at Jamqstown.3

Ihe General Assembly of 1642 declared thet all canons end con-
stitutions of the fnglican church be ridirdly obeyed and that all
nersons refusing to comply he expelled from the colony.4 Dissent was
abhorred and treated severely by Governor, @General Court, and Assem-
blvy. ©Lut the Revolution of 1688 and the Toleration Act of 1689 ywere
immediately recocnized in Virginia, snd thouph prejudice ngainst non-
coniformers continued, they were seldom seriously molosted.s hceord-
iner to an act soon nassed by the le~islature, peonle who attended
worship service st one of the dlssenting chanels weore considored to
he obeying an earller law requiring church attendonce. In opdor to
meet lerel renuirements, dissenting chapels had only to obtuin a
1icense.v

Governor Dale, who served as Virginia's governor in 1611, was a

Puritan, and it is necessary to remember that at that time the Puritans

formed a nolitical party as well as & religious group wishing to alter

lip Alexander Fruce, Institutional Iistory of Virginia in
enth Century, (HewYork: G, P. Putnam's Sons, T?T%%T’T’"§77.

The Sevent

4 Bruce, op. cit., I, 253,
E o€, gl
6 '™e Reverend Bdward Lows Goodwin, The CGoloninl Clmrch in

Virginiae, (Milwenkee: The llorehouse rublbhing Company, 19277, pp.9y-100,
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certain phases of the Anglicen church. Though members of the Puritan
narty, most of those early emmigrants were loyal to the King. Under
Gtfovernor Dale, religion like everything else, was subject to military
law; order and godliness be enforced with bayonet and sword.

In the counties south of the James, a Puritsn varty soon
developed; the first leaders were possibly Richard and Yhilip <~ennett,
wno came to Virginia in 1625 and settled in liansemond County.7 Richard
Dennett became a member of the governor's council and in 10641, he sent
his brother to HHew Tinpland to asgk that some Puritan ministers be sent
In 1638 the Puritans formed seven percent of Virginia's
population. Tn 1645 the Reverend Mr. Harrison of Lower llorfoll:
refused to administer the saerements and beecause of his conversion to
Puritantism deserted his minlesterial offjce.lo In the smme year, a
Puritan minister, very probhahly iarrison, wss able to announce to
Tovernor Winthron that he had made seventy-four converts in Nansemond
County." Tt is not unlikely that he was required to leave the colony;
2 number of Puritans left Virginia and went to larylend where they

"

= Y
settled in fnne Arundel V“ounty. 2 put sorme of the noblect of the early

7 Lyon 4, Tyler, "Isle of Wirht County Records", William end Mery
Collepe Guarterly listoricsl Magazine, (1) VIT (hugust , 169y), 211.

e
& Moe. cib.
2

John Fiske, Old Virginia and Her Heizhbors, (PBoston: Houghton
145 ££1in and Comvany J, I, 301.

-9

10 Philip Alexzander Druce, Institutional History of Virsinia in
the Scventeenth Century, (New York: G. P, Intnam’s sons, 1910), 1, 160.

11 ibid., I, 256.

12 W, i, Clark, editor, Colonial Churches in the Yriginal GColony
Of Virginia, (Richmond, Virginia: ~he Southern Churehman Publishing:
Company, 1%908), p. 133. '
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clergymen belonged to the Furitan wing of the /inglican Church”.13
Puritanism was the Inglish version of Calw a1 and was merely ons

ol the forms in which John Calvin's ide:z of Yrotestantism was brought

14
to Amarica,

When Virginia was settled, Lnglend was thoroughly Protestant, and

Roman Catholicism was intensely disliked. Governor Wingfield described

the Reverent Robert Iunt 2s "not in anv waie to be touched vwith the

. . 15
rebellious humor of a panist spirit,"™~

Lord ETaltimore, who had
planned to settle in Virginia, refused fo take the oath of suprenacy of
the king as a spiritusl head of the church and leaving the colony, he
went to Maryland.lé Even the oaths of the vestrymen indicated extreme
onhocition to the Catholic faith.17 No Catholiec conld hold o npuhlice
office in the colony and every nriest was liable to immedlate sxpulsion.
Outrageous charges were brought against them,and In 1638 the rumor snread
that the Catholicsof Virrinia end llarylend were conspiring with the

13

Indians on the frontier to mirder the rotestants.

13 Philip Alexander Bruce, Virsinia: Reulrth of the (1d Donminion,
(lew Yorlz: Lewis Publishing Company, 1929), 256,

’

14 Perry ifille, "Puritenism'", Dictionary of American ilis torv. 1940
¢dition, IV, 384.

15 “Yhe Reverend Edwerd Lewis foodwin, op. cit., pp. 19-20.

16 Philin Alezander Yruce, Institutional Historvy of Virs~inin in the
%

Saventeenth Century, (lew York: i, Putnam's Sons, 1910}, I, ‘56 .

17 Bishop Meade, 0ld Churches, Ministers and Families of Virrsinia,
(Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott Company, 1887), I, 307, i

18 Philip Alexander Bruce, Virginia: Rebirth of the 0ld Dominion,
(Few York: Lewis Publzhing Company, 1929), I, 287,
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19
In 1691, Joseph EBridger, of Isle of Wight,petitioned the

court thrt = certain child be delivered into his possession. His
cleim was based on the fact that, as administrator of the estate
left by the child's mother, he was under a solemn obligation to
ensure for the child a Christian education, and that this was
im~ossible so long as he remained in the custody of Peter Blake

(of Hansemond)., who was a "professed papist contemner, and slighter
of ye public worship of C-od20 as 1s established by ye law of England
and Vircinia',

While Litter animority was felt toward Catholics, the Cuakers
and Yresbyterians met less opposition. The former were founded by
teorge Fox in linglend in 1647, and less than ten years later their
faith had snread in _Merica.zl In 1656 two (ueker women who had
come to Boston were sent from the colony, but when.Fox came tgz
America in 172 he round Quakers from Carolina to NewEngland.
The1najoriﬁy of Virginia's nogconformists in the seventeenth century
were (ualters. The oppositon which they met was not based entirely

uron their reli~ious beliefs. They assembled in great secrecy, refused

to pey their share of the parish taxes, and declined to bear arms

19 evidently the son of the Colonel Joseph Bridger who suvper-
intended the building of the 0ld Brick Church. :

20 Philiv Alexander Etruce, Institutional History of Vir~inis in
the Seventeenth Century, (Wew York: G. ©, Putnam's Sons, 1510), I, 271-72

21 Thomas 1. Drake, "The Cuakers", Dictionary of Americen History,
1940 edition, IV, 3%6.

22 loe, cit.



2
during threats of invading Tndians. 3 To moat people they seemed

disloyal to the government, and attemnts were mads to keepn them

franentering the colony.

>

L number of

Cnankers cone to the :instern Shore of Virginia around
1650, and there obtained & large following.24 The General Assembly,
in 16586, ordered that every (ualer leave the colony =2nd that sny < ea
cantain bringing in & member of that sect be fined one hundred pounds;
an earlier law requiring attendance at en ingliesan servies on Sundev
oc
wes revived snd thev wers fined for not comslyins.””  ut not every-

one wes 2o bitterly opnosed to their presencs. Colonel PFridrer
sympathized with them, and as early as 1657 there were ‘ankor meeting
hongea<: in the eastern vert of Tsle of VWi~ht. In 1671, Williem
Edmundson, a friend of 0George Fox's nreached in Nensemond and Tsle of
Heht countics to numerons congregations, and so powerful was his influ-

ence that 2 snecisgl order wnz isaned for the supnresiion of thelr local
27

<

meetings. . ot after the Ynleration fAct of 1687 there were few
prosecutions of {uakers, and when the sects were no longer illegal,
they became nepliplble. After 1699 their meeting houses were licensed,

and in 1736 the Vircinia Gazette stated that the leading Cuakers

Te ] 3
p Llexander Bruce, Virsinia: anjnt-
3 >

i
(flew Yorlk Lewics rublo“thp Company, 192Y),

24 ‘'‘he Reverend Edward Lewis Goodwin, op. ci

. . e~
25 Bruce, op. cit., I, 204-25C.

26  figorge C. liason, "The Lolonial Churches of Isle of Wicht and
Southampton Counties, Vi 1""1 nia, Williem end Marvy Collere Cuarterly
Historical Mepazine, (2) TLITT (TﬂnuﬂPY: 19437, 5G.

27 Philip Alexander Druce, Institnutional History of Virginia in
the Zsventeenth Century, (New Yorl: G. F. Putnem’'s Sons, 1)105 T, 241.




"admit Hhat they have nobtilng to comnlain of excent thelr leine
NS e »

\ 5, 2f

toxed to sunport the Stnte or Hplsconal churcn!.<

During the seventeenth century many Scottish Protestants (the

Seetsh-Trish) settled in Ulster, but Ly 1700 they were eaper to lesve.

Their ferms were ovned by absentee Enplish lords, and they were

forced to help support the Anglican church~—in which they refused to

worship. Larpge numbers of them came to America where they-established

settlements in every colony. With them they brought the fundamental
yrincinle of John Calvine=that God is absolutely sovereirn, In

reneral, the Calvinist principles were accepted by the Conprepationallsts
(the out growth of New Eneland Puritani E;m), the Duteh and German

( ¢
30 and practically all of

Relformed Ckurchos,29 most of the Baptists,
the Scotch Presbyterian bodles in America,
In 1684 Francis lMakamie, who is mmmally known as the father of
tmerican Presbyterianism, founded a Qhurch at Snow Hill, Hmrylard.3l
ligetins honses had been erected in lorfollkk County by 1692, and in

that year the Presbeyterians were suthorized by the local court to

2 # o
hold meetings at those pleces.3“ Put for nearly fifty years they were

28 Lyon G. Tyler, "Isle of Wight Records,” ¥William and Mary
(5 sere 119 Twr 173 a feal Marazine (1 ) VIT it ‘]7}(")'"" = 5.2
Jollere Quarterly Historical Magazine, (1) VIT (fugust, 1oD), 212,

e

29 Williem W. Sweet, "Calvinism”, Dictlonars of imerican
1040 edition,, T, 27 /s

e/ &

30 Williem W, Sweet, "The Baptists", ibid., T, 101.

1 Willien W. Sweet, ""he

42 ' Bruce, ©p. cik., I, 262,

— S————
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of 1little importance--numerically at leest in Virginia. After 1740,
however, many Scbbch-Irish came to the Shenandoah Valley from

Penngylvania, andé the governor of Virginia assured them that they

would be undisturhod.33 A more emotional, evangelical Presbyterian
~roun under the leadership of Samuel Davies wss formed in ilgnover
County around 17ﬁ0.34 'rom there they spread thmushout eastern
Virsinia, thouch they never obtained a large folléwing in Isle of
Wirht County. Davies insisted upon a more liberal intervretation
of the Toleration Act, and it was that group which drew followers
from the upper social classes.

W
1Y

Evy the time of tha Revolution, the Yrashyteriasns were the larcest
end most influential of the diassenting hodies in Vipﬂ*nlﬁ.Bg their
almogt unanimous support of the patriot cause added to thelr prestire.
The well-educated Presbyberian minlsters pave an effective intellectnal
leadership to the colonies, and their frontier churches contributed
much to western life. IHowever, their relatively high standards of

ministerial eduecation proved o drawbaclk in competition with those of

the early Baptists and Methodists.

33 <The Reverend Edward Lewis Goodwin, op. cit., p. 100,

P

34 John Y, Pomfret, "Soamuel Davies”, Dictiennrvy of Anerican
Diography, 1930 edition, ¥V, 102.

5 Williem W. 3weet, "The Presbyteriancs", Diectlonsry of Anerican

History, 1940 edition, IV, 332. .
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The Bantists oricinated in England in the early seventeenth

contury and were an ontgsrowth of the extreamne Zeflormers on the

Continent, the Anabaptists w o bhelieved that one rmist bhe hantised

again before

¥

oining their group. In Colonial America they settled

*

aspeciglly in the HMiddle Colonles where thsre were mimerous En~lish
131 k] » jr/ 4 g » (3
and Welsh immipgrants.- It i8 generally bheliesved that sometime

refore 1714 a group of Baptists had settled on Ward's Creek in

I_Jo

Pr o County, Virginia. These wrote to England for a

nce Georg

minister and one was nromptly sent by the Baptists of London; it
35
18 quite likely that he was Robert lNorden .,wko wns ordained in
London in May 1714 and sailed for Virpglnia.
From most available evidence the Bantists were the worst enemles

s .
.

o the XMstablished Churech, ecanse thoy did not obtain licenses +o
preach, they were frequently arrested by civil authorities Put
only the Anglican church was legal in Colonial Virginia, so the

magistrates were only performing thelr duty. The first Paptis

b3
%
2]
e

octiation was sworn to the destruction of the Anslican church in

the colonies. The majority were narrow in thought and felt thet "the

word of God wees first preached in this cormunity when the first
36 "Anabaptists', Eneyelopedia Britanniea, 1942 edition, I, 857.

37 William W. Sweet, "The Baptists", ibid., I, 161.

38 H. C¢. Bradshaw, "The Mirst Baptlst Preacher in Virginia"
Two[BaptlstJ Relicsions Herald, (Richmond, Virginia: The Hell"lou.
dHepald, Inc. ), CXV] (April 1, 1943), 4,
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Baptiat minister o he early Raptist ministers were filled

ule o d S S A w

withi an utterly un-Chriatian hatred of the Dstablished churc“.40

They were cruds spealcers who usnally understood thelir sudience
well enouth £0 apnesl to thelr emotions. In some instances their
sermons made those of the Anglican clergy seem hardly more than

moral essavs. Dubt by 1740 there were more than rifty Daptist

shurches in the colonies, the majority being in New York, Pennsylvania,
! ; N s . 1 CI . .
liaryland, and J;rg1n1m.4* Yheir first rreat princinle deelared the

.

neceasity for the complete separation of church and state, and it was
they who offered a great supnort to the ficht for the dis-esta'lishent
of the church followinc the Revolution.

The Oxford students who met with Charles and John Weslev for
aniritual fellowshin around 1720 came to Le known as llethodists. Dnt

_ . 42

not until 1766 A1d they exist in American in any organized form.
At that time there was a group in Marvland and onein lNew York. Iews

of these bhesinninrs cansed John VWesley to send over two missiona@ries

i~le

n

1769, and two years lafter two others were sent., One of these,

francls fsbury, vecame the leader of American lMethodists until his

denth in 1516.43 Becnuse they were originally o croup within the

39 'The Reversnd £. Maclaren brydon, The Lsteblished Church in
“re e - g & Y R T T =
Jipeinia and the ‘evolution, (RLChMOHd, Virginie: e Jfrr'nlq Diocesan
————— i e -

Libr ar-%; 1G30),pP. 9~
4 ikid., 7. 12.

1liam W. Sweet, "The Faptists", Dictionary of American
3 161,

42  willien W. Sweet, "The lMethodists", ibid., III, 380,
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blished Churech, they were never really opposed to the £nglicen

faith, and not wntil the time of the Revolution did they appesr in

Tirginia,

Puritan, Cuaker, rreshyterian, Baptist

.

, and Mathodist -- the

nonconformiste introdueced amons the plain peonle of Virrinia a new

and more vital conception of Christianity.
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Thal relicion or the duty which we owe to our
Creator, and the manner of discharsing it, can he
directed only by reason and conviction, not by foree
or violence; and, therefore, sll men are esqually
entitled to the free exercise of relision, according
to the dictates ol CONSCieNClaveenncessals

Congress shall malte no law resnecting an
esteblishment of religion, 05 prohibitine the free
exerclise thereofjecececesscse“,

1l Trom the Vi

ir
17 of The Concstituti

2 i
(&) =
on of Virginie.

2 from the 1
United States.

)
9]

inia Eill of Righty Article I, Hectio

n

t amendment to The Constitution of tne



CHAPTER VITII
TR "CIMIRCH O VIRGTHTAM AND
THE FINAL SEPARATION OF CHURCII AND STATH
Lfter 1730 the population of Virginia incressed rapidly, and

the church followed the neople westward; orbkanized papishes were
supplied with ministers as far west as inmista, Dotetourt, Tedford,
and PLttsylvania countles. 3 That the Heteblished Chupch nlaved an
immortant part in the s»iritusl lives of the peonle of Virsinig i

. 4

accepted by nany authorities. Whr should the vestries have taxed

themselves for ths erection of chapels and more costly cimirches ;T

few neople attended?

‘hat the poasition of the clergy was one of honor and respect
iz proved by their marriage into familles of wealth snd socinel
nrominencg,s Iany of the ministers were loyal to their perishes
throurhont the war. Thourh the salaries of mozt of the niinisters
stopped on January 1, 1777, there were fifty men serving the
sgtablished Church in Virginia in 17073 twenty-seven of those were

0
in charpe of the same narishes ther nad held in 1770. Thirty-nine

3  The Reverend Edward Lewis Coodwin, The Colonirl Chmrch in -
Virrinia, (Milwankee: Morehouse IFublsihing Combany, 1727), np. 90-97.

4 "“he Reverend G. llaclaren lrydom, The s
Vipcinia dnfi the itevolutlon, (Wichmore, Vircsind

Dlocessn Librarw, 1930), pp. B-9.

tablished Church in
a: The Vir~inia

E dbdd, o Bn LLE
6

ibid., pp. 6-7, 17.
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ministers in Virginls rendered active service to the Revolutionarvy

cause, bLwenty-three ol' those serving on county committies o safety.‘

™e ehnurel was otill established o no ninister could serve

57

his parish unless he took the oath of allegiasnce--to the Commonysealth
8 .
of Virsinia, In regerd to the dergy who were knowm gs "Woriez oy

Lovnlists, were they traitors to Virginia, or merely lopl to the

Chureh of Ingland and the Lritish lmpire? Heltman's "List

of the Continental Army" mentions eleven ministers who served as
cheplains of Yipgsinia regiments;Q of those, nine were clergymen of
the IListablished Church-~—which by that time was in realify 1f not in
nene—the Churen of Virpinia. Tt ie sumrisineg to find so many of
the dlePTy in favor of the final revolt from the nother country,.
‘ut, as mentioned above, Virpinda's rministers ol the seventeenth
century were Engl ishmen, while the majority of those of the eighteenth

century were natives of the colony.

To the Genergl fLssenbly, the Estollished Church in 17706 was o
~inia institution. The convention which declared the indenendence
of the colony revised the Pravyer ook LY renlecings the prayers lfor the
ing and royal fenily with prayers for the magistrates of the Cormon-

weelth., “hough the church was deprived of state supnort, it could

: ! ] 11
neither organize nor legislate for itself.

7 ibid., p. 18.
8 ibid., p. 17-18.
9 _ibide, ps L8

20 ok cilbl

11 The Reverend Bdward Lewis Goodwin, op. cit., ». 103.



t iz sonetimes said that the "Midewster centry inisht acknowliedse

=

that there were many roads to Ilenven, but they were convinced that g

12

rentleman could talte only the Anglican way", Ly the time of the

devolution the Tentiste and the Presbyterisns as well as the dissenting
grouns were becoming influenti=l. A resolution of the Virginia
Convention in snmet 1775, stated "that 1t he en instruction to the
commanding officers of the regiments or troops to be raised that

.

they permit dissenting clergymen to celebrate divine worship and to

nreuach: to the soldiers”. 13

That war came to Isle of Wight is indicsted by & petition of the

court "to hie Excelliency the Governor, and the ilonorable Council in

c-\

1

17C2 asizing the suspension of the "act for £illing up our cuote of
troops in the Continental Service", and offering as & basis of their
claim,”" .eees...the unhappy slitustion of thls country during the lute
Invasion, being a frontier county, we are constantly exposed to the
denredation ol the enenmy, who landed alrnost deyly on our shores...".14
Wnen Patriclz lenry delivered his speech in 5t. John's Church,

Richmond on llarcr

i

23, 1775, bringing about the final seperation of
Virginia from the British Empire, John S. Wills and Colonel Josiah

15

Parker represented Isle of Wight County.

12  Ssmumel Zliot iHorison and ilenry Steele Commnrer, The Growth

o the American Republic, 1763- 1465, (TOW Vork: O’ford Tnivers:.ty
TSNS, NG Uy LJ) A

13 73?{‘7](101'1, op . ‘f‘,.'f'.! pn,. 1d-1y,

14 Lyon &, Tyler, "Isle of Wight Connty ltecords", Willimm and
‘ —V . = ot - - E T / -_R—- nr
Mary Sollere Luarterly Uistorical Magazine (1) VII (August, 10997, 279.

s AR W - DTN o ) v O 00



The effect of the war on Isle of Wight is seen by a comparison
oi’ two erders of the county court Te [irct, recorded larch 3, 1774
of Liquors, Diet, Lodging, Provender,

ordered ".sess4¢0.0.that the rates
for the enseninr veapr at

wieh

Stableace for Horser
county are

’asturage, and the
the several ordinsry “acnery in this allowed to sell be as
Larbadons ', the callon £0,10S,, DGeseses".

fiood 1
ase s oesbhat the Tates of Li“nol".,,

£0llOWS seesesnce
A court held in May, 1780, ordered "
t, lodging, pasturap stableage and provender at which the

allowed to se2ll Tor tha

die sing
is county are

several ordinary keepers in this
present year Ye as follows ..s.... G00d rum, ber gallon, or for n
rreater or lesser quantity £72,08., od.; Bad rum of any kind s.eee.
16
Hevmort

£50, 08., od."
the glebe in

There was an act
buat during

Brick Church,

nermitting the sale of
of the years of the Revoluiion

was served by a nminister,
preached,

most
And

Parish in 1743,

St. LuKe's or the 014
in 1780 the Reverend Mr. Hubard ceme to the parigh where he
two laithful members, until hiz death in

nenally to only one or
15
As the beginning of the Revolutionary War only in Rhode
Island, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Delaware was there a
X SE 3o T PP 5 B o Ay (o
17 E, G, Swen, editor, Virginia Mistoricel Index, (Roanoke,
ha Shne Pri n":lnf* Comnany, 1,34), I. 1015.

Virpinie:

1%  W. #. Clark, editor, Colonial Churches in the Oririnal
colony of Virrinia (Richmond, Virginia: The Southern FhUnchmqp
Publishing Cormpany, 1908), p. 85.
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p : G \ " ;
separation of church and state.L” Despite the ravidly increasing

number of nonconformiste, the Anglican Church was still the official

charch of Virginia. Tt was John witherspoon, 2 Scobch Presbylerian

minister who hecame nresident of thie College of New Jersey atb

Princeton, who set forth the idea the mere toleration implied

p
20 |
>nsion. That the people should have

2
=
|
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]
i)
!_.-
O
®
s
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A
+
e
)
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12
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complete liberty to worshin in whatever way they chose - op not st
all - became the democratic ideal of numerous leading citizens,
rnanr of whor were in 7irginia. ecause they did not eomform to the
Anglican Church, many of Virginia's leaders were spoken of as ip-
reliptons men., It that the cheracter of the majorily remnalned
high "in spite of religious apathy".... is due to that sociszl code,
in obediencs to which the Virpginia rave anfuller and rilcher menryine
to the neme of rsonkleman.
It has bheen sstimeted " that the mmber of dissenters in

Virpinia in 1790 included twenty thHousand BDaptists, and a ~roup

i—k

oo

of sixty thonsand were comnosed ol Laptists, Preshyterians, end

23 :

Methodlste. sembers of the dissenting churches -- I'or the non-

comforming sects by the end of the Revolution had abandoned

their chanels and meeting houses end establighed churches ~— were

19 lorison and Cormager, op. cit., T, 126,

A, T, 4
20 Joe. cib.

2l 0lark. gdp. elt.; Pe 32,

22 Brydon, op. oit., p. 15.

23 According to the census of 1790, Virginia's population
was 500,000: Brydon, loc. eif.

I\
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tlll legally members of the Episcopal Church of Virginia. Yet

tithes were naid to a church whosge dcors they never entered,

Thomas Jefferson's introduction of a bill for reliriouns 1Li-

=
D

erty into the Virginia legislature caused seven years of bitter
criticlism among the conservative Tidewanter nristocracv. -Fenp-
in® the loss of their nolitical influence and social prestige
cained through a state-supported church, they denounced Jefbr-
gon 28 an sheigt. ©Lnut the distruction of the ehureh was not

his intention; he advocated the complete separation of church,

or churches, Irom the control of the state. After nearly a dec-

e called the sevsarest contest in whieh he wanas ever

ade ol what

enraged, the Oeneral losenbly vasted the Statute of Lelipious
7 24
Libesty.’
Ge it cnacted by the (mersl 4 sembly (Decorber 106,

1785), ot no man shall be compell ed to frenquent or zup-
port any religiouvs wershin, »nlace, or ministry whatsoevep

... nor shall otherwise gg er en’ actcount of his religions

Of)in‘lon‘_‘. cpmbeillEef s vt
In 1787 the Regular and Separate Lnnt*‘m of Virginia

N
i

joined, and 1t was they who ingisted on the confiscation of the
Zpiscopal plebe lends. Jefferson saw the inaecuslity of the
ownershin of valuable nlantations by one body while other groups

claimed only the acre or Ltwo on which stood thelr chuwech. Ly

[

24 Uorrison and Comnager, o3. cit., I, 1206.

.

25 The innotated Codo of 7Jirsinia as Anendsed ho Adjonrnment
- ] -:.—~ o —— ———e
£ the Gmneral Lssenbly, 193 (Charlottesville lﬁpmlnnp he
ichie Company, Low ruol,uhpr, 1930), »p. 16- l,, section 4.
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26

an fLict of the Legislature in 1602, the plebe 1lond became the
property of the state. A part of the funds secured by the state
fron the sale ol those lands was nged o eshbablish the "Literary
Mand" in 1810. 27T yntil 10 C1l7, when under the influenee o¢f Jeffer-
son a part of 1t wos set aside Tor the ennval encdownricnt of & uni-
vorsity, thut revemie wsz used for the education of poor white
chil dren.28

'The perish vestricas were no longer the loecal government of-
Ticinls. &an act of the Legislature in 1706 derlsared thet 1]
donations formerly handled by the vestries were to be managed by
"the overseers of the poor of the county or council of the ecity
or town, in which the sald charity was intended hv the donor %o
be exercised ... that could or ought to have been performed by

the vestry, if if had continued to exist and been a eorporaie

BodF. s aes s

'

With their numbers, wealth, and Scotch respect for learning,

-

the Presbhbyterisns were prepared for indenendence, while the in-

formal orgranization of the Luealkers enainled them to adjust them-

4

a . - O
gnlves Lo the i1dea of a church indepcndent oi state suphort. 3

oy

“he Catholics, too, readily accepted the change; as early as

26 ivid., p. 17, section 36.

27 doyal B. Suithey, Civil %overnment in YVirrinia,
. 3 r 4
Yorlt: American Book Comnany, 10390), n. 0.

o~
=

Tew

23 loec. cit.

29 Code of Virginia, 1930, op. cit., p. 17, section 37.

el ST ate —— —— - =

30 ilorison and Comnager, O



64

1649 the Assembly of the Catholic colony in lHaryland issued o decree
cranting complete religlioung liberty. £t the bepinning of the
2evolution, the missionaries sent to imaerica by John Wesley, returned
to ingland — with the exception of Lshbury. [mt alter the war two of
logley's ordaincd ministers ceme to #merica, and in 1784 at a con-

: . ; s T . - . 5 2
vention in Baltimore, the llethodist Opisconal church was rormed, 32

1

In fmerica the'ecircuit system, which had been brought from England,

noved well adapted to the frontier where the llethodlst hellef in

Lo

individual regsponsgiblity won a ready'rqmwonse.B
Lt to neither of these well-known prroups belongs the dis-

tinction of having oripginiated in America, Alexander Campbell, the

son of Thomas Campbell, a Presbyterian minister who came to America

in 1807, became the leamder of the Christian, or DLiszeciples of Uhplst,

Church. This groun drew their merbers from several sources — one,
2 rroup of lMethodists emphasizing s creedless pospel and led by
s 34 . . P
James O'Kelly. It was evidently n froup. ol his followere who
\
occnunied the 01d Yrick Chureh nesr Smithliled sometime durine the
2001 35
early 18500's,

Until after the Revolutlon there vere no bishons ol the

(hid riero, "Relisions lreesdom”, incyclonedina of
cinl Scieness, 1934, edition ATIY, 249.

W , "The lletiodists", Dictionary of fmerican
odition, ITI, 380.

34 lenry . Rows, "Alexender Compbell", Dietionery of hmerican
Liorraphy, 19286 editilon, TIT, 440-40,

25 Paul Wilstoch, Tidewsber Virpinia, (Indisnapolis: The
Lobhs-ilerril Company, 1522), p. 11%.
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Bgtablished Church in America, and one could be ordained only by

36

tokzing the oath of the sunremacy of the ¥ing as head of the Church.

About 1784 the Istablished Church in Connecticut sat one of its

ministers, Samuel Sesbury of HHew London, Connecticut, Lo Ingland %o

be ordained as a bishop. Dut refusing to take the oath, he appealed

to the bishops of the Iipiscopal Church of Scotland and whas ordsined

; 37

on Pishon of the dioecese oi Connecticut.

in the UUnlited States, organized nndepy the

leadersnip of Willimm Whifte and William Smith, formed the Epdscopal

38
Churek under one rovernment in 1789,

For mosnt of the mmembers of the Bstablished chureh it was dir0i-
cult to conenive of an efflcient chnureh independent oi state sunpopt;
the 1dea of a church maintained by voluntery offering was ntrﬂnwe.BQ
the duty (or privilege) of supportine a church had never been a
sighificent part of colonial life. And the cleéwv were unprepared to
ble through those #ifficnlt wears,

cuide thelr pe But after morse

,_.4

then a quarter of a century of almost complete fallure, the Lpiscopal
church of Virginia found a leader in William lleade, who was &lected

asgisteant Bishop of Virginia in 1829, end who served as lLish

v

36 Jshn Fiske, The Critieal Feriod in Jemericen History 1783-1789,
on: Houghten, M TT1In I

and Comnany, 1902), n. 9o,

) W. W. Manros, "The Protestant Episcopal Church,”" Dict ;lonary
of Ameriean Historwy, 1940 edlition, TV, 366,

39 The Reverend lkdward Lewis Goodwin, op. eit., pp. 102-103.
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Tiveinie diocase Trom 1041 antil hila deoth in 1861, e peyvival

oT Lhe chupeh bermn nnder ichoo ileade had extendeac

n 41

Lo

in 182% to about
nolf of the Iormer colonial perishers T4 was he vho helned to

put the Episcopal church on a new, se f-gupporting basis.

flhile investigeting the churches of the Virginia d

e

ocesac,

ishop Meade visited Saint Luke's, or the 0ld Brick Chnrch,4' Bt
not uatil around 1890 wa the restoration begun. Today the site 1s
visited by an occasional tourist, and a small congregation attends

the monthly worship service. it as a foeal point for a brief in-

airht into the 1life of Tidewater Virpginis during the first two centuries
nfter Jemestwon, the bullding itself 1s alive with the traditions, the

fnilures, and the victories of the part,

40 G, lacLaren Brydon, "Williom leade", Dictionary of /merican
Liorrenhy, 1933 edition, XIT, 480.

4% See. eit.

42 chapter IV, note 22.
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CONUCLUSI ON

The devont Christianity ol the Reverend Robert Hunt, the

Y . q s
PLrnts of the common man asserted by Uathaniel Eacon, the flery

{

j3)

@
D

philosophy of Thomnas

€9

t

Q

ches of Patrick Henry, the derocr

J

¢
[

Tefferson -- the practices and beliefs of fnglican, Puritan,
~Maker, Presbyterian, Baptist, and HMethodict made Virginia.

Today it 1s well to recell the belief, exnressed by Jefferson
in hisg Statute for Religious Liverty,43 W eesnsessessesthat truth is
“reat and will prevall if left to herself; that she is the nproper
"nd sufficisnt antaponist to error and has nothing to fear from
"lie conflict unless by human intervosition disarmed of har natural

Yo

e o .
’fbons, free srmment and debnte."

43 Paul L. Ford, editor, The llork of Thomas Jefferson,

(liew Yorlr: G. P, Putnan's Sons, 1904(, TI, 437-41.
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