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lmaginr:it:!.()n! titl«> Mn sing thlr iorr:c.,:?? 
0::- *ho doneribo the ou .ftt'1,)G:C. of ·;by coox-e�'? 
ftO-ll�inz •hit�b oir to f�Dd thrza h�J.J,ht aboda � 
Tl?.. 9 eu,� ,yteal polc.cG.1 o.f: t!1c. thundc·,.i�-ig C1:.i,<.1, 
t·!e en i:l1y r>ilnf.ons can itrp,'ilGS th \'1:t 1, it 

t,..r:.(.i l�ava the r.cilltna :r��.vcr.i-� �11:;_�,,1. 
,. (1m t1-'·tr o s"·;n:- '·tr.1! m1.1n:tcl o )t�.•:o .. c,,,tc 11

rf:1:<aotrl) the !)!t!,a.� . ., �1:1.d r.angril t'hi:! ·:ct'-.tric .c u�10; 
TlJ.1.:ir'"� :!.n om into, -:!!'l nratipi ..:hi1 1.,it,Jity ,l!ole�

1 :: .;.!J:" � �1 M1z dn .. ':'l:.i. r;� Cl.': t rn."i>c.n�n \� .l ,io· L. · 





Alas! nnd aut ! bi.,rn f:0$:" tM.f)
:-

'l'o ��.m: i�.1s Slllt1ivl1 (-!hn(_n? 
»ep�ived of all cxeoted b!:os> 

1'11!:0lllSil bnrdsM.p,,, '=@il � W.1C r,a: u? 

Come> t.1J,erty: t�u ci'.:ex?.rft.d. tio•in{:,

.oll. th&"�!p my :r.a:,1i.o'i1ad ear.o; 
r...omG� l.ee r.,w �!ef: in joya. �n f.:::.o:".:lllC�

a, 

Ancl driv� tll'.�sy �' f:ear.o�� 

Ho1�e:.1 'o r.O$i'.!11truo ... �t and :.oagi.l!l$ C-i.i:a obvio• s;. tt�y ,e�·c �h�meo i�lio� t

in .21:t .s poema. m} is �t the cpr,oa;.t.(:G pole from M:!sn fllicnicJ..ey:,, who

c.eP..cfom c.t..'1.'At'eruied! peraQr!AJ. f.-catU'.ng of. lJ.'t'.;y s,n·t� ��d. leo� COl.e?Jiaint

... g.;;l!nat l':::;;n: ensl,':.\Vet1 st,� ·a. W� &l ,o oe.c that Eozton • s st.ulc M 11 1 I ·"' 011,'1'1) Q
!J 

Ai.ci i:;!_)aach t1ncompU.cat:t1do Rio mr.ltor cf.own t:he i�l'Y itlflucmce of ,1on-

ts.c.tcin n�.�odieo a.1:td �ospo! hymnc. In .:.,.e.:, it 1 D cl.e.:�d f; · at c�1n1:, 

Rio name :> hc.msvei::, 1s not tbo t ... (,.si prom:in•l�t @d.ng tho ti:ioe';eont·J,

ce:n ;• �Y.. Ur,'.:llnces �Ulen Watl/'.inll m:-.rp:i:i� was tn:obabl.y the n:.t.,st i opulor

l'.:!°OW:'G i,oe� of tier t; ·o. � m;• a I>o.1:n :�u lklJ.t2.tffl'Jr.ca, Mary!an�JI ··n l82s0 

o � '\:oo parenta. Unt:.J. � ;,.ntl1 � 19 �· , �1lt. U� & t'1i2a ,!ev: ted to Ci c
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IA crltd.ca1 analysis of j;'o'l.:r outst.-:m�t!.n..i poetc 

t-!1�1.one t:.!ol!'lc is i!'<l'.lpr,�senJ;at.1.,rc of. 'i:hc e:'.il�:�.l:'.� sc-1.mao 

.of. .?�@!'O· poet;i:y in the tm?:ni:it.Jf.:h con ;ur.y., 

Pa iJ. t ,ire . .oe Dt1ttber (J.272 ... .1.tO�) 

.J;;.u s -JelcJ()ll olU'l8Gn c,.on. .. 1933) 

Clauac Nclt.:1y (1889•i�40) 

A,ant{B .oi1 Ut.1,�h<iO (Jl.902• ) 





EltUb).i.oI.w.:,: he uppl:oachQ(l :r/.llfl1tted M.ruo !'!.,: ,d.naV..7 l'I.G ·· to hove r:hc :Hit;y .. 

n:..:- 1,oems px-:tv�toly pr.!n.f;ed &nd ttcf; as th,�i · :u-J.aoh,t.: n himself 

!)' ooc r.en� .mbet" m1y g,1nliab ... sre..utb1S �waro:t
.::it aoot, oho has. till no�, don� :!.n vc::-sc m:n:··� of a· 
aU t:ht.1 Oai:00 l'.ll0f;l�!l1t ,;10 "�1 l.t?U?:'0�00 iN.Jlt'.t.i.'1:!r., • • �: �O

f,t tbiiii; one can r.t1nd bis w.:�sro "�-econ t·1.,tb.m.it 
... ec�:U."g bat ttY-. · &" of l:me impt.1�.ae m1 i .A1.or,:t nt:lon 
t·11.f:h th- wcil'!z oi nu,:110 t:ih".)n he �<.0 z.,;out r t�no., t-lhrn.i. 
• 1, u:is r,tost n�c, .eh, ,:le 1't JO ,..-,ac1 moo·i; p,u-:m1tiJ; ·Ji.v.:m.
• �·� tu.:. t-1a::i. lello.t ;:ii.m•fi!:'.f ha w:-:.:.it 1:1t .. -;;.:i..:-y Htt]:..�.uh, .ot.td

• j ,. . . • .. �,, ��-':. 11t:'i1b�: m:�.t::w A�.t�r.e-.,.y ng.�� .. ;,.. ·:.tC:.:t ,� : -� :;i .r .. )C:JJ:
Am�cl. �. �� ·· �ot ·o uz-30 tho m:� .. d1:· ,..., ,i.; .:.:.i:'.n:Uc:� 

,,:ur.etw:,·, �-JJ ;ic �i -:ea! poot ,�b�ct,,�:: 1 a.:; a na3:o a <li,.:.'..'.'.ct� ,:;
.:• ::<1we:CtLz tv ;;x-,.to .l o la fpil ) •" .. ·· 



tho p;;.-oof of tM.� o,1y�.ug is to i:�J?pS:1i: hl i;.ltG ,'1:r.�s,; nn,._� 
')ll.�l!: hootil:1.t:1.,�s .!lv..id p:r�j�dfoa.s ""wt; to 11.(;'lrivm ;,.,:i thc:ri. 

itt..c.C that Dunbar was a 3:tftcd post:ei, chat bi" poatt'y .ad. ma�:i.£: t·J1Chin 

:!t:Gelf,. All th:l.a wa.s ooru;ii1.cia1, £':.Ud . t Hna·u.y ca.�,e Dun ,or ..,..be chanc� 

uct: n .r .. ticaJ. �:.::-cccd.ant that !atar. F.�OO,· ;:os of �mb;;1;:.· rc:-at:1 cl' closd.y

.. oU.owtcid., It led to a gre.:1t demcmd i<Y* .D 11�m: 's <.,1.aleca: po�t:;:-y 
00

�::,ezncd any athiwi.s:irm thC\t had e:dstcd :fo1: hJ.a f,;J;":).�:i.�s :i.n cla.GDic.:.t! 

rr.r131ish0 Dt.nibru: bim '.':llf tims �t11ru:o f ,,;:h:J.a tre c1 and re3;:o�: ·cd .. t. •zo.



coaur-.. imtclJ>.ty and melodll."airul to bold tho i�toreBt o": the �c-e�.C::01,•. o c-ly

�n.ou(lliln. S.tli1nbar t'lrotc about wh1 te clu�act;et"a in tlU"O'-.l ot Ms mov,i.1.�. !.t



P.r.:? o.:m3 of life" titi;"lt"Cn<.�ly s�•�eet"'
Hi.t�h II oow e;nd then, a d(:,,1pm� nott),,
l''rori2 DO'll!O high f,MUlk, n�-Sh yet :.:e iOt� �. 

ue Vt)ic.ed the m,;.-lu • o 1:1h.:::ior:;;;.1.n:i-; b,,3�;; .. 

il(;l o�u.13 oi love t•1nem e.cirt:h t!J..?.::. yOt.Ulf.h 
A.nd love ,. :,U:self., �\!ilS ib-1 M.;.;, }.a:, ')p 

81.,t ah., t!19 .-10�:l.d� it tm:m:id i:o f-'?: ioo
.. \ jz.n01.a i.13\ o brok�:n l:'.ott(Jl1�. J 

TM.€) i .i e.n e�m.1plc of lrunbm:- 's he .. t c.m.·2y tio:i:J_,., ;,:t:; ::,0 r::J.1.':.i•r,,Jy 

ff.tee oi tire rn:i,:1v�, :1.nf:l�ten.c� of thril Br.:1t3.?.ich 1:or,Hmti1;� t;z:n(hi.t::tr.m dtl'!� mD.!:-;o 

:t.!fo 

A c,:usr; ,:;f. bread Clttd a eor.'i!e:? to "leop J.n, 
, mim:�i.:n tu emih, a-.1d an hom: ·:o �cap ·:1 :, 

1). !J'lnt td: Joy "';O 4 p(JCk cf. t;:·ntibfo:
Attd nsw:r e. la!'[;b but th,J m:.i.z:m, coe ... dO:.\h 1.a; 

iln<l th,. t :i. � H.ft.'l ! 



f:. <;1·1::a� f.ht<l <l ct.:•::--..:e,1 .. • that / .. o'?e r:::;;.!'\0 , p::·oc::c11.1.;,, 
� ;_s:f.t ,g 1 .. H1'\1 .. J .. a i;J) \•1m,1, flrtL! thu tJ.l�;r:r�; tr; ::�;f .. :�D �1 · •��; 
/a1d joy !.::oem� ati-:.?�ter �i1hczn ca�.'7CO ct.ti!Hl? nl�c.r: :t 

lm�A �' i.Vl.>em is tha f:"mwt of: tc.iUa Ee� J,, .. �gb ·o� 
lm<l t:luit 2.s H .. ;� it:, 

uaa e:i�yins co r.e:J..ac t.ho eadon 'e. est::Z.n:atichl oi e�a mw·:o, but h,.. l.lf:tee:pt�d

t<> do it by clci'!tOn:Jt?N:'l.tlng hi,'3 po�er ,;)f c:rec1U.1rtty :tneto�'l..:; ,>f by t-?r_.tin(�

p�opo.ga11ca. poi:.:m.o., Wile rMo cni:csre,1 into h1o :•;o).'l:, i.t ·u;i ofte� £'n



?ie wor.::rt :;::he masr� tha�; grim; ru.:ifi .bl.or,
,, 

·r t- • • • ,. ,. _, • • ... .:.. 1�J ... tmo om: cr::eCi,.$ �m"' $tir1'.K1. (1u.:.· .;.:;:,.'<:l.;J,.••-
'!M.D ai:�bt we, ;}tty �o hw;:,an gu:EJ,o; 
ilitb. tol\"n �nd. b1.c(l)ding. hec.rto t'-'O cra.U.c , 
.• \ml iaouth �.ath ,cy'i!'iS4l aubt:loti.�lio 

Wby should the l.!.fOi"ld be c,\r"Glr .. r:1.oe, 
:in c,iunt:iaig all O'l.i:t t:��11 :.11·uJ vizhi:1? 
l:lay, i.ct them only eee trn,. whi.le 
He Wl:!i:f;t' th.a m3:;lt., 

Wo .sr.,'LJ.e:, ht!.i: :, o rr:ei3t Ch:rit";t ., oo;r cif.oa 
';;o tllt1e f�:0¼'.1 tortu:i!.'ed aou:?.n od.3o .. 
t-,e& sing, bur.: oh tt'w clay 1.G v:U.<;.: 
.i)m!t"!�fu:b m.1;,; feat, and :.l,,n.g thl:l mU.e; 
B��t J.et. ·:;he:1: tfO.t>ld <'h:·e.eil vi:'ie1:d.no

:r 

t�� uear.- .oo maol: !-"' 

'!'h:ts p.i,om
,. 

:tn J ts l')Z"?.:.eo�,;t1f::l�•i1. of. �!-1!0 �,e�:y :loptbtJ o2 i; 0,91."o pGr9on:.11,f.,ty,

�-9 :':,.u s�ljPe}�i�r. t.t> mo .o fo:r.nal poe:rr.w i:.iy J�mhar tha: tdw ,;he r�1co

o,z�a. mel.ilin1.niful!y� wt.cu .ho t1:i:-ota un�1ch.uc.:l.o,Jal:;, !:ill(; t..l�Htrm�mu.7 0 

On c.:iWJZ'Y hond i,i thin f.oir AOiltl:, 

;..t;;;·rH,tJ it.b1.o� 'o t,.:.1r:t:hy oh:U ,J:r. �i:� ot.: i.'t 
Be Gide: hciJ.' · at ... o;.;.· i:.e1ghbf.>l'; 
'.!.1bc;i fo,-:crit�i fl.a� baf0r." f;h .,'·.r:· :;t:it"Oiltl 0 

T.h�;,i.:r boiw:ru-�ilG r lll�h t:bci.:b:- fOl'iJ'�\C aanol,t,,,1
_, ...... 

r '11my 1'.;.1'.J.t• ;!,1:1 honl1G:i; : a.nQ:,1r. '& 

1 



N.Jg1;0 '"'o ct:1.ts:;: eh-e f�11.t:1d ox �-:ct,.. iwo•1:h1g th.:1 • tht."l 2:,':!C� mm n.o; cul.:ur.cl.l.7 

bi:lt'�o O u: wm.i, mm:eove1r
,. f;he epec;�.:i.:l l)j�ov,,.t1c.e o� Dtn.:b�;: � Joa� aii:.I on:Jh 



� ,, ' .  

L ,. 1�."1•. : :  ..;:� ,.. 

� . , .... ' 

,,' - } 



1 ··Fm:· t,: .. m t,1&1a r,.:�dHZul pi:-l.t'.anus�
1. ilo i10t kecr a _joi:.;

1 Tai,1 rt Ch� woz.:r3c -nlon� � but ie(:;1.i.u ts
s:hc: �ech t�,e ce1.1t'e� st�ot. 

Im� t:'}uit • s j�H ·: �-::!ly r love b:tm: ..... 
ifby � he "s z.ot: so.ch 'humou ;;,�,r-J lin i ., 

' lt� e'1 fli:y sonfj he g:h�.ea tJ.s � 
low kin see :t� c.1: i::).p:tri c, stenl:7.n "' . 

Th.rough the. cur.,.. t\\;2 teat's go tr.-icklia 1 
0 

:tut the e<lgo :r.s bt·;,J.ght ..lt.,d ot.111.ey; ·· 
1 never sn.u "1, poet 
!,J.ke tbl!'lt r,oe tihif;c.:omh tU.l.cy)' 

10 



pr.ei,i2't:ed to 'Wl"it:� in clasdc &!,el·' sh. 31.1t .tbl!;!R'ica could ;,reaiJ n1 :tter-a;�wt

poems by other: poets. She clEJ'j)oreci for the folksy pictu:.:es of ·egro l H:e
tluis-: only Dunbar could write. So it '>ms that she ttl!rned t-o JJunb�ll'.': s 'e.ro4:s:

nm:Hy used. 1,Ur,o, the dialectal poems ax-e long; anrl bec.:::iuoc they �r� 

.:,G�-::-?.:.y an 1 �iui.t dat nr.:d.se, ft;:f.:us i.ucJ•·· 
l.J·\,1�

-- f.i�t FtlU:J:!.c t.,oo!.t .. ���-TD)'; 
.. ··· ; J ._ 'r.n..s" ·· i�,.-.•,j·,'/'·•:·' .. ·•-; <> oe use .. o ... ·.i..p o.n ... :, .. 1.. 1 

r,:f 1ou Pt"�1c .:ice .:t.:�l l :;;t<•ii '· •,'\ H:i:.:1,-" 
4 "' 

tr ·; � \' • _.. .., t n" l - ,':, _,.....:' t ' _·:·on efiix:. ·.: LLO \,. .. t .. J 1,0 ,c.; .• , t .·. --�/J- -• 

i:,nl".. ik� cn:i��!7; dcit .t:LlP.J:.z m'!�l ··.1.,,0c 
r_.': �.1 d�J k:U:,·..:he:. to t.! ·1 b:f..; uon<.if.l 

ffacn .. t:l�. Ln<ly s:l.1 :,;G • 
. . . 

. . . 

H 



Oh, hh: )s Cnvf.iet ... 'iii ikr rle r;,1wi.c 
Of -lll?. c,H,.:;,:?to,J h;;1n<l; 

An t hi��s -cie!J�ft!h. clan. <le ►.,.;Ji:;�lc i s 
Song o 1 ,;1!:.·i1.;1lltlh ii;: de ls.t: 1 

• 

:tt 3tiK·.tr!9 tml:!.e.rc cl.;,n evcm:i:,'.'l' 
Wh;.ca <:k, so1.emn c!m i::h bdl Y.it.1g8 ., 

E::: l s;tt t:n c ct, 'mly ! fo!;:"-l:n 
U! ., 1 ""'·· 1 . J,, .• i " "' P.tHrr.e'l ••. ,.e •

✓l.;) :i-.no.r ""-•�G•-'. 

So dbt.tnct iEI t!i!e lyric ')O":&ev: r,2vea,.ed he;:-e thl-tt th�:.s C:."''-1 •t'·· � t ._. ,i r., :IUlex ri,:"" :!W 

CM be ti arid have been :1 set to mui-)ic. Cei:'1:afr,ly :n11ri.b0x- t w vez-00 1.:loi,7:.;:

1not�ument, Doobar baa surely made the best possible uae of thia fom. 

12.



;Ji!O?H�� �o :,.:.- 11 �·>c:·1.��-�:� r. i .• �)�; Q • �-�o til :r.o � :•:<.:!:·. � !
·�: .• ;:•_t.;lfJ: J"t.n.: e.onJ.d t.} . .lua i:;r\-rit-: e;:�se:� J1«.1 1 '1.!!�cafi .;l�ies;

-;n.aht J:)U •;�:>,.,Jt( :;;.t��:; j n: a cl!ll<l on m1 t•r:c�w 1 
-·· 

L-;,-,-J,� '·,·•-r·,,•. ,, ... -.. , •--•·Ir. "P� a .·1-1,·, c ,·-,·a-, t 2,� .� • ..,.1!...- .. ·:- ,_, 1 ..... 1�1r-.:=. ,.i:."·�,.J,j ,;., __ J-,. ,·J J (..1 ·•"'¥• .... ,, • .-:.,l'"''""'• 

J,:!.�/.:)•...t .. l'J �;-_ ��n-� .1.(y·;;_;i:t �>:> ,·h.;C�p· .. l,
i-.. ::c':·:·n�. �l:d ) 'C'-.. t ti<> lcY,.!J.;, 

-:·· .c; .. },.��� �i: .... u ,_;t�'!r:ri: £,;0��1 .. ni.1oi( n 

. )'-� �t1r , ... =-;·:.. ,,. .. :,·.; '(} . .l1.1 .:'Cl1 u·c, ·:i'8ln�·-./)
..'! -<� ,;·�,.-� � � 1.�.:�;, �J,.:,�At f►.1-11 �:,!1t:�.-�� � tnc�i1;:t.1, 

T'r_, ;;.:-n::l•: .. ,: ·.i i.rd:i.ni.c ! i11,�:ci::1 
,. ,. • 

t ''. 0 r, ·� �t: .. :ri 1
·, �r· :) )0,.\ o�� ..)"'tJt 1t ..... 

u



.:JC't.TIJ..1/',;.)d by m�ny who dhcovet> hio ,o,::k. 

"?·1hffl DH !D doae, s.ay not t,1y day 1a o'er ,.

,. ii th.,1t diro c i:21.gb ... I ,C<:!?� .a diitn,l�':i -,hr:nrc.; 
Sav �.:itbex- thnt my lJ!:>J:I:\ l-w1.i jm:i_1: be$u� ..... 
I 31:�f, .. tl· dll'liYn �nd not ;:i cctting nu1'!

1

Jhart ,dl in dono, �• 

14 



z � . .f-?.::!·; m. 105. 

;_);)'..:.V.;il !J:::l'. i'-'OOCa nun;.,a7i', The Ce'!l�).li.c,to 2,e..:;;;)9 O:i ;?�t�l 21�':.l! -on .� ,Junoo;r itrt::c,.,,. ,.. •'111...C.� ........ -- - � .. ...  --� ...... --.. .........• A.: .. ·p 

:t.;rk. 2.0S5), r.,. :?.01. 

r1 
- �"')id. c; 

�-"'--

5-;r• .:1 • ...,r..
"' 

# •• , $ 
--

G 
'bitl., 
-

'l 
, 

ibid., 
-

I' 
I). 

p. 11.

p. 15.

p. 1.i}'F.

p. 105.





.JAM"fS Wr..i..D{h� :fOlt,SOH 
(1871-:93.1} 

DRI.uGR �m T,m illiI{.'-l,'.UlSfl.HC:-.:. 

Educator, lm,ye·t, r.u,rnii.:ian) d5.plorn.at, l:l.ugu1st� e�ccutx.ve, novelist,

c;,:'fti�, e�:i.to!', poet �- DU. z.liese descr:tbe the vai-1.ed ca1:eer of J nmes

WeJ.do:a Jotm1i1on. F?.O.Ul Chet t::i:me of his youth :f.a J'ackeonviUc, .7lot•icla,

i�agi-o citizen. In sc.urehin3 fot• ···he factot·s ie.-;iding to thecc c1ccompl:tsh ..

tllG:nts., Johnsor1 cla$.mE11d that much of his auccess uas due to Ut(.i i.n:i:luencc

wo:nm publi.c ::;c.ool te,1cher. in i?102:1.da. Sha was arU.stic ) usii�o1J., V�'t'y

:b:;1te�etJt.e;:)!!l 1.r"- books; m1� both hfl!ir sons soon lo1.lot:7�ci he1: in l .. :-:- taot�s.

J.



·.o d _
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the (.nJ.:r cozmnelnt he �-r.rn 1;wk&. canc.a,:nin':; thi,1 mt:f.t:ing o i.' Chi..., nm.,g :fo 

,. J i:hat a" •• t1e v·;:::-otc h<:!ttez- than oe l:no.,,. ' ·

tm:ity. 

Sod ,i2 mn- ,J('!.:lJt'Y yca:,:-s, 
(�do� ou� uilent tears, 

fnou u,to h.:1:.;t hr.-<,u�;ht 1w ·�l.rnc i.-�): ,;1, mii- w.1y, 
T.hnu ·:11--.o ;wst i:;r 'l.'tiy !:tlr:.:;h:· 
::.,l';i-,J u.:1 .1.nto :::.e .!.i.�?,ht, 
;.;:13-::.., Tl/J ��Ot.:iN,l.: .L1 tc,� !)l; th, ':-JC p:,ny; 
t�!�;t ,_,t�:,.· feet ::;i::..·";:;., ::,:!'.Pl d.0 ;/.ac.:c.11, 0.,0: Cnr1. wimrc \K: nmt t"t.cc,
·,,1.,· (_>_.,•-.Jt: ••. j�u� !J(!.:".l'i .. ' :.:U •w11'l�!'°I'!� ·,:J�_•'p ·'! ,�::l:� �1§.1· � o? \:\:t(:. 1,\"0:rl tJ' t·Jf! ·oy·t•�� t'":",, i(>(\ ,., ...., 

.•. ' i � •• , .1>.1•,.i ·• • •. , 
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Btd:o�e ,: bt.?.i· gon� v0-:.r:y ::'!:r td.th t.h::.: uorl: ;, J. 1:0,1;.:tB,.d 
th.nt "��h .1. i1!'lo1.:� b,3:l,ng the 2:1.r.vt t)f :'..i:.t:l Ir.ind, ormld i,,.

o •. t1;:tJCi:::l ?,r dev.c,id of. a.. i';.e�ct.:�onnd., .�w.;i>'::l.��.a "lt, a ul.o:li.c:i
:u.:1:,,· '!'Jf.: Ilunbr,:::·, l)i,t: :J.t t•;o.:; pr..'1.1-;t:i,c,�"..J.y I rm�l'\;:,•1,:i £:Ln·: �l�,.::c

i:,1cz· :.. G,.1•�, th1.ngs, {!;J T.:!�t·,;o, !)O:;t.;i;; i!�ld .�1 'gi:O ()OP.&: ''J• So
:� c.Ld.,h:<: to ,,1.,;:i.:::� an io.i::J:o:):,cf�1.on; .. m.d U:.to 1,,,..1·· ·r,t1,.,ct:ton
do1·01£Jp,� :i.fJtv a 2o.J:t:s�--;;�;c, tJ•.{�;.:! ctinoy o;cz. ::'}7:�-1 .: .. ( .:Li��S./1-'e
r�e;:�.:�s 0,;; t:h�: i.:D :,;.:-,-i-,1' 1-:1 t:rnt: '.·iu.a:.ty : : cn,11�{; r:'?...:tcn,;;;L;;:,n
to thw ... ill&ic:· .. lJ ;�0 az ,'.·· foH: r.rr·d. r.r 0:: r.mi r,o� .. 1'·;;Hi ("l•�i:
hJ.o 11:;_ .::.:i:l co::�;:.d.fx:.t..::i!.or.,;.., (,ti u:·:�t �- i�n ( ,er i::.r:n:-.: .. 1., --1 -::ult ni ..
Xn :l (; Y. �loo 1 :c-1.: :a b;r:! .. � .. : :.t�,:v�y of !i\al}t:o pee.:� ,:-y. .I!.
iY:·Jt'!!:t r,:�.d� �I:H.!::.f:' l.ili:ac.d.c;r:; ,. • • end torichcd (U th .. :r:oat
;�-�c,.-;i{=i.-•ft ..... P" ·k from ,!,'. 1.0mr th� 1;1·1, �t:,;,,edd 't!C;'"?.'f.J pOlota., ...... :=>""'"" .... ,. .. .-,.,._ ��- �,-w, 

J 
, .. , 

b0t :·r�;-an hc-;T. ... ;; d l!lunbf!X" 



Sr.�er; ,,. 1,;:.!� '.:(.1 r. ::i +� , ..... · :cm t·t 0h:lne HD b?: r;hi.:., 
ao:::!�-�'.:; ln:� i;r, �·�--�·: 1J - ··1� .. �� -" t.r; :2 lo.cs h1_.c I�.��lt ar 

Scet.i.G :;,:i1: eo L:".� 1:.x r;; ··.:;. .::::tn' go!.n' right ,, 

s�nr: 3 y.,;;u :?:. r� ·: i:.1.'i.1'{·f" 



Seemo luk to l.lla I jes c<ltt I e: he ip out $:lgh l! 

Si?.ems lsk to me me th�oat keeps g:ttt.iu e dry 11 

s�ema la!;. to m* a tQ&r otayo in t�lA eye� 
Senc�l YOl! tJellt tlt-my. 4 

tl' he o stl"!:'011g0 1n fact• that b.e cf!.llecl tM.s �oem a tru:cn.ody, or dii.·ge., 
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O blac? .. a.m,1 mumo� 1.t!<>.,r·ao 01 !ooz- '1[$0 
m,m c.:ime ;v.w..11.· Ups to toue.h.. i:11.0 sae·"ea f:l::.•{')? 
!low, in you.:.." da.id.-uess. "-id yo:-J come ·�o !mew 
Ttll-9 r..ower ooti ii.cnuty of. the .:linst .. il'l to ly2.·e? 
t'Jho first fx-om m:lclst his bonds liitoc1 ��i1; oyeo? 
t:lho t�.:fflt :fr;'lm ... he at.ill ua.tch • lone �1ot1 1�11,g, 
Feeling the enctcnt faith o.t pro�hcts rioe 
'1:l thin hia clt11•!;-lropt GOU!� bur.st into GIIJ!'.lg?S 

.t':111Jot;-::�!' QV.ite t.hOTJ;,?;.a1;�•p.NNohi� 2)00!:'J f.:tt1 tho voiur.;o .ir"ifty rcui 0 
______ .._ ___ 

t]J brotiP-orr.� m:'.' ;.e, ta.ko ecr-o ! Tf.'l!t c.:u.-o ! 
he cr.1.·?n.t .,ui t,) ,,1 tr.h r:�doo ou ': ton1(l4i. 

O you '.P!' ""tlri;;11)11·21 r.uce ) l.Y.3\:rtl\.l: ., ! 
:t:c,cm oot ui;)On hor boin. 11�:, b1�(.;ht; 
.FO!.' i;11 nor �ltlU(JO tb.Oi"9 :l..!:l n ::1i1l;;ll"e, 
,�mi 1.n nor:- c-m:U.c th_,r(!) :,,,� o. )llg&t • 6 
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cn--m;;,:U�y hns cl1•i 'Y0i.l t:o 3Vi:l cweds • �}16 pi(JCl!! of bl�mk "IJOl'IJ(;) l)roi:>nbly 

ac�qr,tpU�. od :11s m• cb n th:) outlo.wi.n·1 o2 1l,'..!cbinr; rw <1i ,:il1 th-a ncU�.,

>tll:ld. • s T1•-.:r,i?.x.1rv:}, i � 
�.� .. .. ,.,..__.._ ___ .... ""6)11t 

f, 



rf'J'.x-ai11 Sermonn; the 11R'aa:il'enl7 11.1arch1
' sermon; a.ud f5.na1.1y 5 .a seruron co1,re.rtn.g

·the whole Bible from. t.he Cl�.e.tion to too Jud.gman·I; Day t) It 1:ras such a.':I
thtlse that cfoht'lS◊Y.2 tr.m.tecl to pres�>v-� ,md_ i:.o raise ·to i;he standa"t?d of a:t"'to

Johnson a.7.so :recl.ized that thr� old ... t:i.me llegro pr.eachar w�·:t� looked

n.pon. by most people ,lits a semi-comic £igm-0, ;;.rul he wm1ted t,o cli..�ge t,hia 

miaconcept:ton.. Xn a:•tmuity 1 too pr.each.er rJas a vH,<-11 .:lri..fl11mce :;,.mong 

t,he people of hia rnr.:0; he 1.-ras ·the mainspz•ing of hope and insp:l�?a.t,j.on .. 

GeiJe:e. .. ally super-.i.or :l.n :i.ntelligence� he off;0a co:mm:l.t-ted 1nrge portions o:r

· h Bj "'l t Re would bru.k no te1:t; "G .0 .u G O lf.e.!i'!Ol"'J ,-:. 

Illt."i�"1g _,.. I :J.ntend to ex:platn tha 12.1-.ir..;.i-:pl.,,j,n.abie ...... find oiz:t the u!Ulei'in�ble

ponder over the imponderable ..... and unscrew the inacr·utable0 :10 The Nagi"'o 

pre.,whor ir11s an o:r:•atm· .imd. an actor" Ho depended on a progx-csoiou -:i.:e 

frcml o. i1h:J.spsr to a tlmndor•clapo 'fo'h n hl!l reached the poilit ·that hi� hecl 

tnJ1:1pt nwf-:, both b:La he!-:unoir>s and himself> b:ls langu.e.p;o bec,-;.raf, mu.ch nioro 

!t!em"�y poetry trw.n pros� o Th:l..s tm.'.l t,ho J.angm1@?:• end orf).to:riea.1 qu.'-J�li'G,y 

tb.nt J'ohtlson :ranted · .,o r.opres�nt,, 

i'1t?m John1:--mn f v.�erl ·i;hei problem o.f. Neo o oci.tc.lect.o 'l'h1.s wm,ld m1;<:m1 

to b0 th1S p:roper D11i.XUu111 �?or tho r.!;J::.t'l.'Jono, but, Jolm:�on t .. tco Jn h:l.e Intro. 

d:uction 1;wo r•easons -:,;hy h-, d:i.d not. use i"t., (1) i id.ect, 1.(:')nds it,t::ol:f 

only -:.:,o 1:1..rr.ited emotiona]. G.}...'])Y.'0Bt."ioY.io Only humor 1..l.1'1. '. pa-t-..hot.1 can bti .fuJJ.y
i:'fipr >sent0d throngh :.t:l:.v Jomwc:n w:J.nhed ··hase ser.m<,n:.1 to give the �;l:'fc-10t,
o:t f'_ ·�:rombone -- an. :,i.nstru.ment btiv:ing tho pmio:r. to a.::rircsr:; all emo-t,· Oll:.;

e.ncor:!1_::am;ed by the busrmn voie�1, but with gr-0cl.te1· c:UapJ.:1-tnr.10 (thus t,ha 
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pci.use., He �mclttd.ed, · .so� a. prel:t11:tnary p:. ayel", •nioh was aL"llost .J.s 

:Lll'lf."Or.i:rant as ·i;,he sermon l tse 1-r, fo!' it, sat the stag v J> so t,o a!)esi"' � .?.or

the sez•rfion., Johnson x·egrotted tha·t i:,h.e atmosphern :':tE;el.f i the p0· -sm.mJ.;t'c:,y

of t!12 pre�c�1er-� -t-ha aei�r1011 il1·to1.W.·�iou:, :md th'3 :ryncopatioi?. of ope�ch 

'i\Yith mry d�ae of 0e�mitivity RD.1St !,:r:;Jnae ·i;lw.t hm:::l fJohnson has creete ·t, 

01• set dow1 
5ome·thi;1g of b:t-oa h- . .-!;alt:k?.g bern.1�;y o Th .. re i..U'G pl::o.'atJt';c ,:i..ud 

-cb:'J be�;t; kno·.,r.u .. 0 nThe Gr01,,:ii:i.o •. /1 uh:i.ch 1m�oonts i.drlcUy ,?. ch .. a .... J.-ilro trv -:�

in i;he zooc.ln�os end clot10:noas 1,f Godo Xot the s :c"Zli.on "Go Dom·,., J}Mtll" :ls

J.O 



Anca O.oti ::.:r.l-i,n: Go aQ\'T.a ) D:�ntt.:: � so f.Jotn, !• 

t) 1:10'..'if� to IZBVCU1ltt�J.,, (;Sorele �
Dow� ill l'C:l.UOO.'.!'UW' 
An,.a z:iau .3istor• Cnr-t1Hac. 
�.ile � s Of.)?. e the f,jUl:'del!t C:tlCJ. t.mc;.� (/Jg ·i;h,:;1 day,
Sb.0 �l':l J!.ebo2i"t.-a long i.n my v1.a�ya:t1•l • 
Amd s�o '.,; ti e:oo
She ts ueDi2'Y --
Go tdotJL?. ! 9aetla, �nd �.u.-1.n� uer to me. ti 

Qa 4-:4d v.iu>y, en Ct'l! vax·y � 
'l'ltc,v c1•ucif :1..cd my J'er.;:w. 
'i.''t,y no�.locl .!i1.m ;i;o t;A' �, cz..�•.,�1 tl'<il'O 

1 

A •d fu"2f.? .illl.?.L,Wl0l" ! 
'l'ila acr:,n:1,r.? 
Thm her., ,OH-"? 
- ,;ma ii. 1·0 '!.;h Jor .w.o.1 • w. r o r;t �.>o.o�·i.1.

T;!v::i n,,�L'd,.(�:i- !
T�e h.: ,.a.,:cr. !
?11.o boi:�r� x·?
l� t' "., .. .,.,,.,, .-r.-c:curi:i�'I.. c:11 � a c ·::..'oo·t 'J •W.t.l& ,.�.,. "''·•,��• .�,. ., 

. . . 

, �• ·•·�•• � .. .,.,, •,.�,,, ';\' 'i;r•,,, ""- (. .rt, .� l1""1.JJ�:✓• '-.,,., :t .;, "-'':,,, - ""...,.:""' V · , 

"t ,, .. nr&; 1 }�C· t t;i•or11Ti:>lo ) ·.: 1·ci:•li,,lc:,1, 
�um. :: t��ral, o 1 ,J'O!'..•.ns d',i ,,.d; 
lll.tc;t; lA tfa r::'�0 E)f:J o�; C:ll vo.,:-;r � 
L":-Gw c::Torn.ir1 <L!etll r.or.• s;,n . norc, 
";tl'.!m:n�a U.1�� you i;i.m1 i, o , 10 



C liorC'.2, t!JO OO.ll.te tbitJ w..n�'l'Ailll.;' 
l¾C!.W ... er.re� and borl,v�•bGi'-t 
i!-ii'llf.ON tby '!;lu·onc of gi-&ce. 
C Lox-cl ◄••· thi..o El0l").UD(� ---
Bow cu? lteei;-ta ben��r;;u CIA:." Zroc-e.r. , 
And O'iUP 1.-msc:Jfl ;�u CiCdl!e J.oue.GC'imO V.Ltley. 
Vie 00:'llJS) this Mr.i!!itlfE --
1,iko {.'®pty h)itcbc;ra to a ftJ.U �ount.diil, 
\"Jit!l no t�.u,r1.ti; of omr a7,1Jl. 
o 1 .. -oz-d -- op...-:m UJ-'l .n window of hvtivon,
l.lild lot.Ill out faw O'V'Ol" tiilf-.l b11;f;t:l�t:i; 0£ $lo,.:,,,
.ru.ua listen tti1.n :..:xt!'ru.ne::.

l.,Q!l,"(l, R:u1,i.r,� r.w;xicy M Pll'OU<.i f.":rLd d,yibff, SitUlOl"@ 
S:2.n .. arriJ hoatfr.f,Ut; over tho mouu� a': heJ.l • 
\'&Q eom to !owe th<ri1• dt;,t.-.mo� ,l<l)ll. 
Lo?.'tl ..... A"".:l.de ,:r this m.@1m.n::, 
tiomilt y m.'" t.ia l ,-'l.1h11;0 .h.Cl"P..i<'> , 
�nd rldo.'1· .. 0. ·'"hi:: l:10.X'U.�.n�J ···-

ood .an your r� c'lo, .r.!do by ·a;ld lao:U , 
ma� b:, tJJ10 · · nc:, zr.·t:e� o:� 1m12. , 
t.nrci PtO}';l !)OOY.' �J:�nll�i'G :Ln thoh· h.oa llona Pl\.l.nfr,l.
lin•J now� o ;;,c-.u;•J! , tit�/J mi;m o:?. f.lod , 
t'ih.@ i,reclw b,1 l?X-3�: o l :.:.:2. ·,M, r; ,.. irni U?; -­
S'lO'i'.10W hi..r:l �.?!. 'i:!lD ho.l1CtY o2 tfi:y i1fittd, 
A,ll/.i lf.00!) v.l:t:r:i cu. o:?. -�he !j;lulrJbtJt ()i tMO c'-mt , l . 
'i'at.::, ilifl) I 11'n:·(l -w• °l: . :aa .... ,.N"..:hlll; ···-
Wo.,3!� him ,:1.t-;;h Ilyssap :1.ru.:i�i. ':'.a nul oi1.t, 
£"- --�s �i�, it:).� end d. m.n. l1:1r.1 thy o!. t.l!,u. 
�i� .lu·; er..;;. to tho wim.ctoxi•�.r,oBt, 
I.In<� mfl)w �).�; work!ll sl'Gd�;.o hnmner,.1 of h•1.1th 
?,,,,..v -on"" •'"l tlw 1:r.on 111<'4!1!, ·t of stn. U.,;-,;L>'.l-.,.-11 <:It ,.,,_. 



to1•Ji Go,>. , tilin mo::;.•nP . .1'? --
:?<Jt !iis e�ro t e th.a to1 e.i.,,;;,.;!)9 o.: o-to::-i:.!1. t;;,·, 
.e�lcl lect ll;tm look uva.a tllQ l)ilps:-r Vl�.!l:; of? 6;�i.t:,'). 
tui'c:1, ttu•1r.en·d.r..e !.,;1.o :t.>t1,.;;r;tnntitH\ •. 
P rt per,r,-r,, ucl. mot.P.cn i.n bis nJ:',.:t3 

J 

Fill him flull «l the d..,l?!ern.1.t� o2 tk:f powor, 
Anoo.u'i.: EU.za nl!.1 over wttb tlte oi1. ot � o.c. .. vc.t:t�n, 
/'.n<'i eet b.is toazu1, ou :'li l.'C:. 

An� now, O 1-ionl -... 
W.n,an i '�;e d��(:11 m-,,m.t; !\}" lf.!S t eup o}:. eo�;,•-,,>w --· 
rme� I •ve ;;1:X1n "°'ellfffi ev" z:7t!'¼i�1g hut t:. -:2:Ud o-r Go,?. ..,._ 
fflHill ! '::a �.l!on<Jr t:-,•av-E>!liw.; up �;.a.<} r..·c�;:c,1� Di.do oi th-n, mcunt . .:.11.u. •.•
0 -- M�l.>y § G Be:by •�-
When l :::rtt1rt down tl110 :.:teop 1:-�d DUppliJ':;>;;t o'!;e�s of <ionti1 
i7bo •t:hi.� old wol'!"ld b0gins t:-o X'O(�Ji hcM.v.'tl1 lll,V :Zeiot -­
i.towea- ilk. to ey duet;r .(;P'i!vo j_ra 1;,once. 
To weJ.t :tor thnt g�:0nt gi'tt$.n, ttp mo.ming •·- .P.mon ,V. 

t•:m 011 n� foms anrJ fresh �amn.:11.tf;s • Jaffios Wold on J'o!ril.r:joo w ,..f, 1. h:tml, ... y

sducatod msn; hca weo :1 poet c�r,eblo o:Z .ro�'l.t si:btlet�r ond dopth. 0

Nettro poet 8:Jttfore him had .hod the r,.tdo l:'RWfO of c:1;,t,l'e.:mioa, the :Jh•engt.h. 

of l�guage, th:r1 c:rooti wnot.is h0 diHployc:3. Ro woa en :!ntellcctu .l u.1:t, 1 8.,

tn iliG c:wm 1i�i.s;bt, c.. poei1: .i� O'�C!4l! r.ec:t.nl �nt1 hi'IC.t•;}.e;-:tr.. Jchnr-;wi Wfls born 

w�.o 1tG11dl' to r.;;r,ool':: ii;-ai t�i:nr!<::·:!.; w;:?!.t) t!:;:•.ti �t.: •in:,n ·o tlY.,:i ';l(1r.-t .J rtot; tJo .<�on 
'? 

,)'o,;nwo:l pi.ayod in e�tting b.itJ vol.co 1100::�l. 

lZ 
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cl.:?.im no exe.mptio116 

CLIWDJi: l1GKAY 
(11ga9.,.,l9l1.Ei) 

VOICE Oil PliSSIO?J 

opt:tr,.d.am 1.rei·e the ke;i,"llotes of both poerc..ry and p1•0:Je; beauty an.cl gooJ.­

ness were cons:lderod -�o be ·l;he valnes :in.b:e:t•e.:ut in goorl lit$rrrtt1l"e(. 

it; eonat..,,"\r.d,;l;r 1J;ow� raallo-tic in ch�.r...,.c-f.:,ei·f) By Uio s;:,;.d. of' the :C1:i.n<) ... , 

·�0�n-,.h c0n'b.i1:� ti tJX':l.tE:::."s iruoh ii.a F.�'l'Jik Non•fa e.md 'l" .. 1-;ncl 1:·"· JJre:;./'.30�,. hr,'.
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t-Jtrrl::�- f,I� 1
?

r�1U.1me::c� .:a 'f.'�_::J .. :;r.�tJ_t!•:. 
�rt,..,JtJICl"• ........ -. 

, •,.::: '·-t,.s E':.1:,."11 m1d t:._io'i; 0s The Waste Ln...'11"1"' 
... ..;..._ .. ,. _ _,. -...1:1� ...,..,.,.._ � .... � ....... 
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rlc ;y·ou ge:t' .:ir•f:;� .,, �-,:-i-,:'..sts u'h" create Ti.OW :il'lt,aml ·i.o 
o,:or!!l�,s o r. :'i.n .. d.vl �.;.2,.•.:l r1::�:c:·::.t:-sk.L,ned sel.,ms fflt�hout fem:-
oi· s:hm.r..e.,, Ii.' :-;'tr.l:1:,e ·:;<',(:\<L�, are pl(:.lased we ar.-� gl�.d,, If 
th0y ;J.r,, �ct, i-t .-lo::)ci,. 1:•;.:. ,-;9,·t.t'3r.. \-fa kn.mt ua arc beant:i.£ulo 

And ugJ;,r� 'l:.oo" I2 c.:(,J.o:.-::;c! :-Xlopl·, e.::re pl ased we era gla.d,, 
If •i;hcy P.:ro, not:, t:10:i.;.' �·L·:pleasuz·e doofln � t m�ttte.r atiher." 
Wo buiJ.ci ot.r "(.i.Z!Hpfor; ?o::· ·;:.0111.00.T0:.-1, st:rong .;;i.s � J. o�r hot�, 
and we 5: ·Bn:l. on ·(-n9 ·::.::,? •,r�' ·l;h.e mmmtain, :'t:,:eo t itun. otu-­
selves,, 

J,nd 



These early r"'ems became e.xceedJ.:<1aly po_p1u.ar in. tfamaic.,�t., ..,...,,J r;,,rr y b .t'"' -· • 
v ..,,.,.. • i•. ,n,._ r ccc,11r.e 

kno,:m. to the people ea the Rob0r·t Burns of' tL.e i.z1la,�.rJ.0 

The yen':..,. 1912 found McK�f i�1 Ara0:dca to stua..r f;c:len-t:i..f:V:; fl?XJ,d.ng, 

'l'uskcgce Inst:i.i.;uta @.nd t�m ;ye!X�"fl ai.t Kansas Stat-0 Uh:i.versity, b.e paid 

a visit ·t;o ..1e1:r Yorlt" He e.!":dv·cd in Ha:!'le1 jnat as it, was begirm:i..t".!g to 

by it, Shortly th0reaft2r, he �h:?.nao:i::cd ell thowih'� of :rnt,urn:1J2g to 

Jama�.c:.::..11 atld be beg.m to J.oo!t upon h.ir:malf primar:dy u:; n poet,, He 

publish .. d 3tfvera1 ,'.)OE)T1!e in m.:"?.gazines ln ·this comrii�•· i..1n.(.t, t:1hi10 in 

ll.'ngland, brought, out�?::..� i.l_! !!�.! !.k!� hi!��" Th:i,0 t-ras h:.i.:J first rolur1�0 

J..r.i. ll:torar--.1 �'ngl:i.sh� and it,D pre_ae;':) l!J-as urit.ten b.'.' ·the; wtill-knmm c:eiM.c,

I., Ao R:;.dmrde., 

f'-'l'ld F:�c::nce, N; ·•aell ::-, in t,ht. United 3tJ.t·-ic , Ho p11blinhed ·i.;110 othc . 

vo11i.m,:,s of poF.C:t1·y!i 
but, during t.hc l",'Jt pa ··t ot' 'd.s ·t.ife

,, ;;ui•nc , alt,1oat 



and bodJ., l\-jc.tfay :ts remembered ·t.od,a,y p:d.1c1:,;r•.:ily :fol' his p;rr,t in b:r:>inging

about, 'i:,he Negro Re:.1td.ssance ,, and f:01· h:l.s moot, P,OlJi-:,!�tul ,rolu.me fl Hfll•lem 
-��-

'We have des:ign�;tecl NcI{ay as a. paasionu-1ie pot-1'1:.; t,h:i.s he is, th_t'ou.ghout 

most oJ' hi& ··mrk.. Bui; we rdght, also C':all him a ;:,.e od:i.o pcc-t.,, for hl:'J is 

a.s const,antly conscious of sou:tul a;J mr·e Edges Allan Po8 and ;fachel Lind.say !J 

e1;i:, tha:l.r besto McK�y:, b�sJ.des:, l1an the ·ta.1-:::-1.1·i; of seeming ;:t!w.im:re •!ihe.t, 

mo:re na·tural and unaffected ·than. do the musical 1S.-;i:per·imnts for which

Ah !I he::rt 9_f. Ill!, t,he Wf}.fJJ.--Y > t:�m·y f ce .; 
-

-

MeR,�y �co furn:i.shea us with marzy- e::r.amplos of 11.llite.r-eltion: hoar.1i•­

Hnrl0m, ,ro.�r:, .... mt.J.ry-waxidering, f eet; .. fr9:w., ;rl;reet-Gt:1:>eot,. Hc:,oever, 

u<)Cs his a.lmost m1con�c:i.ou':.1 usE-1 o.f asnon.w..c.:e., No1Ji:. of .Mc1Cay rs eru:-ly

po,,,ms, the once public.:he<l in JamaJce., are writi;c l ·· . DyllaM.c muBic tw0n 

sor,i�;,i;hing m.o . e Thus, .fl".i.cKey added to h:i.s po�nm thr1 oolox-•:?d ilriragm:'y:, 

,.�eta:i.nod hi::; toodor,.cy- t,o omplw.size t,ho :mt1afo &'ld tho smoo·thness tlw.t.

Thore is anot,her qttali·�y cha.-ract.eristic of f,Jd(r.LJ' ts po�r11s about;

5 



Plw@,ys the,ll- see1, to pictm:·e the uontle:· of. living, the vit.alit.y of the
senses that belongs to childhood.., John Deusy conrments on this by
quoti.ng a line from .McKci.y's oun poem., "No:i•·i.:,h and Sout,h11: !!.tmd wonder 

.., to life's commonplaces clings o n.> Const.antly He.Kay shows ways a SEinsi.t,i ve
adult may r.ecr.e:ate the spontaneity and liveliness of a r;hild; fr·equen.tly
he rediscovers foz• 'Ghe !'cader the thi.•il1. of l:i.f e :i:� .::elf' and ·l;hc frf:edom.

l>assi.on ancl irrte,1si ty j_11 theme ood t.rea-t,.-;:.r.mt nev·or causes hi... id1:k.<J to

seem 5.!11matu?.e; hut, it preve:r-ts ti�em h:<Jm being cloud.ej b;r c:my co1,Lmonueu8 

az;.cl fullness of -tho lH'e his poems dcscr.·i.1,Cl 

SprL."lg ln New Hm,1psh:).r;) 

Too grsen the spl':i11gir1g fl.p. 1:1. grv..ss, 
Too blur" t,he silve:i.•••BpecklerJ. sky

., 

Fo:r m:i to linger here, ol,::s, 
Whilo h9PPY l>i1-nds go laughing by, 
Wasting t,hc::? golden hom... ind,Jot·s, 
Washin.g r,rindow.,� and scrubbi.n[� .t'.loora ., 

��oo wonderJ.\tl the Apr·il n:l.ght, 
Too faintly stseet ·tht: J.:"jJ-r,t Nay flo�m'.l'.'n, 
'?he .,ta.rs too glo.r-:i.01 uly br:tght, 
[,',):: m,?. to ap,i;md. th''J c�i.eL:ln0 hm1ro, 
!,JhEi:i:►. f·i.elds ::1.re :i: :tosh ·?.nd ,,:;t:ci,';J•;,;,ll.:1 ['tr,;� J.eo.pi:1c.;, 
T;!Jn:r.ied7 8Xhaust�d

_, 
dul .. y �;L".lc9ing � 

bri:ng to him, and ·Cihon hi� omot,iorial :re,�.c·cion: 

r-:w· oyoa greu dim.I' and. I couJ..d. no 1110,:'c ge.i<�; 
A t.ra.ve of" longing t.ln·ot'.gh my body· .. :-;opt,, 

Ano:1 hmgr-y for thf.: old, fmrrjJ_i/ll" w;Jy:.;, 
I tla'!!e::d aside ru•.d bow:id liJ,'i/ hea.d n:rK. uept.,5 
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as often as ·i;hey are a descrfot,:Lon of i:.h� _;_iopes n.ncl so?.'l"Ow<".l. 01"' ,, ···�c"" L - C• .J.� • .-;; o, 

Emotion beil1g as old as hur.-w.:ct 1:Lf.e 2.:n.d as deep as ·i_:.ho heF.!�-rt of man� 

McKay could no more deny its omnipres�!lce ,:;hail he could life itself.,

�ro him, l:Lfe wa.s passion and .feeling, and nis poems are e.xpre3siv·e of 

thc:l naked, but b0auttful, force of it;,, 

.M.e:.ic Ea.stm.an, a p�.s-t editor of � !!!�.E.�!-2!, c1&i.J.na Glc.11.de McK.:,1,y­

'l:,<J be the f:l.rst J.y:d.c genius of. his �rac�o Wlthout & doubt, r-'.:cKa;y- has

a ·c1-ay wlt,h irords superior to m.."-ll'ly !'if the Negro poets be.fora or after

1.ri!t'lo And J.iktnrl.se, McKay ts feelings c-:r.·� more p�.::wion.nte an.d Jnor�

"i'.'he -:��·:ctT:·'.·) of your. �,,:,dy d11lJ.n 1:•y scn:.:o" 
J w�:·;:, no;(" uine nor i10c.J.; y::mc b1·1:ia '-.h t• .• 0111:, 

St1.d":i.ac:J�l, 1\'l t.M,s mom0ni:; '.!'m:c ;.wd ·i�0 1r; , 
• • l, 'Ir.OU'.. ,.,.. ., .... , ... I l-J"Ol'8.11.'.:.p a:.; ., L ,.,,:•:;._.,-.,\Jo,, ., 

Oh,, �;-,·;;�1 . .-rn.· 1orc -c,h(1 n:tsht, :le -:1'.1-,'m ar.n� doep! 
The :1::..:. in S!l4'10t, m;r .1.'lou,Jr, en<.l c1>1t:r�y•; i;,l.!c i'lnte 

i.lhmll"; .imJDiO :l.ulh, our b-i.,m:::11g b11.-:1 
• .l!.. t.-0 �leo;.)f.i 

lrfail- H8 lio .:.mrj11g, p�•.-:nion .:i';0, !-�d 11111i;0,, .> 
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:infJ.uent,:i.ru. body o:f poems,.. ThesE:1_, h:l.s poems of" rebellion and px•otest., 

are s-i:t1"ong notes :ln the poetic mns:tc of the Negro Rena:tssa.nc,9,. Rugged 

and stern. this writing never avoids the �1.1bject, of race and p:i.•�judiue 

in .4"":terican li.fe., It portr.a.y-s the serwa.t:i.on of being a black man in a, 

tJhH,e man's uorld., Yet Mc¥.ay is not ashruood of his coJ.oj!>_; ho no longei• 

ei::cusee :l.t, but, e;r.';ols it.a T}'l..ere fa .leas hnllig�rcnce w.d mo:t"'El P�'ide 

�Kay h.2s a.n utter. contempt for irookucss; ho :l.:nsi3ts the.t .Negro 

men. an irorne:n mus1; f?r"aap the respc.nsibiJ.it;y of behaving as responsible 

rae.mbe1�s of society instead of as sarv,1m.ts and inf�riors. In· iit1lhite 

Hou.s�a/t ·bh:i.s defiance oJ:.' soc3.al :l:n,justice com1ls ·i;o the fo1'sg:ronn<.h 

Your. door :i.s shut age.inst rny tight,(msd fa.co, 
11.l"ld. I am sharp aa r-1teel i-Iit,h dS.seontent., 

But, I posseas the 001.1.ra.go and the g.r�cc 
'fo beat· l1tV" �.nger proudly �::.d unbent,., f 

Mc�, · .fact, looks upon. ·i,;he hat,e :u1d 9.1.lgor in M.s own he.-1r.t o deff,. 1c•.,,. 

able f �cl:l: 'f;/3, tor he f ';l<.:Jls ·�J119Y s1r.0X'C:lso e. k:lud. of. d:i.soipl� A.l 1�pern h:i.m� 

-c.b.0 "£h, secu·tcd .-me,; La·,�or :ln this on.no P'-'�,mw ho spoaks o.e' '·ho i'f.1.e om ond

sup��:r-h:o.li.lml pmr0r he :m:J.Gt find w .. hin lLi.mself' t,o :..;t,:::1,.y fY-ec� of the poioon.
'·1-- • • p_,_.,_ d,1.c .,, · ·it_-1 •:•.he l:l:i1'ea of. i;.he uhite sui:ll_ :(lmEtcistr,. 8 I,!.\ ;;(j :ta .,. V -W ., t/' 

a lo ·.:.o -�:dthstand d.i..scl':l.min&.tion end. continue t,he ba.t·fllc .f"or eq Hl. rights.,
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Daptiam 

In.to tr.1e fumace let IilC go aJ.on.s; 
Stey you t-tl'l'.,hout in torrm• of 'the be�t . ., 
I 'tttl:Ll go nnked ln..,-Zor ·thus t tis $root-
1..nto ·th(\!) ·wai:i."rl dept...1-ls of ·the hottest, zone .. 
I _,.l., J • •• .... ,_ -1" .,_ b w.1 .1. nou qu:;.var :u1 uns .1..1:l!\1.!..es,; o�, You lr.UJ. no·� 11ot,0 n .fl.ickex- of <le.feat; 
r;y hea..."11i sh.all trembla not, i'�s .t'e .. to ·l;o meet, 
�� mouth give utterance t.o �1 moano

ThG ymmng oven spits fo:r-'vh fioey spears; 
Red a.apish tongues sho11·" tfo.rdlessly my n:.u1'.e 

0 

Desire d�atroys, consume m;y� mol"'�al r���s,
Trans.f(J.rming 1:11e i.n·to a sh�.pa of fl.rune .. 
1. t.f'JJ. come out,. back to �tu• t·10I"ld of te&�,
Ii str.-onger soul. irl.th.:l.n a fin.er fra,r,a"9

G::ta\·liple
:, 

0The lo'nching:� end "1.f We I•1unt Di.'1l" 0;i.=ert1pl:i.:f'y MoKs;y-n r; roal, ... 

i& :.o c:m1eript:to.n of the si.tuetion ruw. ltl.s violarrt resistence agcJJ1st 
ito &>th are, scmIDwhat, j_nc,ongToueJ.y_,, t-n-:t'·ton :tn the scinnet, fo:t'mu 

Yet Mc&w- nae firm commar!d. of his toclmiquo, m.1d. theso ezonnr.it tr,;1.g •,cli.oG 
iw-e an-iong 1;he most effootive o.f.' M.0 i: .. :de.. It the fu's·err,.arooci poQl'.(I, 

MoK� describes vividly th.z burning and hnx1ging of a N • gt·o and g "tre� 

·\'..oo r,�t1dGr @ iq>:rossion th�t this mai!'t°J1'j'.' is favo:rod oi: Goo, b,.11.t 1at
tho nh:i.t:a mob i,.ew.1dris uni'O?'f;lven. ��ho religiou.� eonnot,nt:i.on. is obv-io .s;

and jimt t1s 8 cr01ud g8.tb.ersd au"ound Chrlat to wa·toh his cl�o.th, ao t,ho 

bloorl ..... t;M.rety, callous throug gath.oxis her(),, "'u.so:

Dey- dawned., 
and soon ·t.ne :m:ixod crot<lds c� to v.1tm

The gha.?;tly bod,V t.m, :ving in the aunt 
The 101110n thi->ongoo to look., but 11evsr a one 
Showed sor1·<:m in her eyes of st.eo.ly blue; 
And litt,le l.a.cls, lynchers that nera to be, 
Danced. roWld the ili"000..ful th:ing in fiendish glea

0
l0 
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If. Wf!) 1m.M:J'i;, cli0-la"I:, it no·· bas like ho �r; 
Hv..n:i,ecl end penned it1 t1.n ii1�1o�dot:."' spots, 

'ti'Jh:i..1e r0tm.d us bar!!'." -�ha r,1;:-1.61. a:w,,_ hu.n0i•;y· rlo.gs � 
Moki11g their :mock at, our acei1>.�t:K�d 101;0

., 

If uo mus-1.; die .... -oh� let ,.s rm:ri1y d:le, 
So t,hse.-1; ou1 .. preci01. s blood :n";q"f not bo i=Jhed 
In V.;!..i.n.; than e"tron tho 111.on.stm. s t-1a defy 
Shal1 bg coru:i·e,:;.•a1.nnd 'l:,o honor us ·Ghongh <l0ltrJ.! 
Oh, Ktnu.m.ent We rr.�w�. 11�s0·i "i;he coc.,mon foot 
Though far outnumbered.1_ lgt 11:.., shor.1 us hr.rim:,

;.;

An:i to�. t.he:i.r thousand blot-:ro doa.1 on� d.rJa·i.:h-�;JJ.o-:r& 
What ·i:;hough b0f ore -iw J.i ;:.., •:.;,ho op9n g1.·a:ir"" 'i' 
MJte u.cn r.re 1 �Ll .fa.e0 'l;l1':) 1t1Y�'(1.�:-:·onr� :., c:m.r, .. rdly !-•cick !} 

:Prl.,sscc). to ·tho t-rall, f171i1•:;:,, ;:,.i_t .f.':i.�;htJ.nrr; bac�t&11 
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'J�he pz,a:.tss of 'the applauding beys �d ·tho J"Ou.ng pz·ost-i tutos was nothing 

to her; the place was .fo:r-eign to her very mltur.e ., Yet, the city had 

taken her and forced her into its moldo 

The girls pictured in "Harlem Shadowsrt are vlctims of the same 

.monster ... , t,he :physical r1a:tu:r.e 9 s insistent demands for f oodo The nights 

in H&"WJl a.re .f'ull of the footet9pa of tho:':ie s�ek5..n.g to ba.:.:,tor bodi.Ga 

r he�·,:- tho halting Zoo··�-r;1:,<J9t; o.:•.' a J.,. r-:io 
In N"vgx,o ffa.rl<ai'n uhi::::n ·;;.hr-; n.tcht letc f�:11 

.!ts 1r.-;:U,, I see the r.:hfl::,)t';'·l ,:;;r G;:h0ls ,·rho naa .. 
To l'1Snt1. and b,)r·;,er ".-:-. d0s:i.-:;,o �::; caXL, 

.. 

. Ah. Jj.ttle cl.�rlc girls> 1�1110 :h1 �JJ.m:l,�;. {1 1'01t:;"i:, 
J,J 

1·· th ry'1' , .. I• yJ I'.\'<·'· -•-•., '". t ·'· Go prow 1.ng __ rou_., ,.,,.1:::i , ... -:,-u, J.J. om . ., ... eo .. o 

tno .brric tem1ty of da.ybre;,ik w:J.th the noise and cl:i?<i r<::v-�::i..1.ed J.h th3
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retr�'n; an.cl McKay
;;, putting hi.wself :tn 1.;!1e p:tnc� ot ·c.he laborer, says: 

1•.1i..1d I go d.ar·lay-... ;r:"0001 t.o � wo:r!�o i:lh 'l'.i:11� young boy ?rho had lived a 
fx,ee li.fs in th0 lush tropics of JaJmlic8. e:::ruld ne1;-o,i;., qu:!;6{; .forgive •i:;he
c:i:i;y he loved for "i:,he s�rns it. co:mr.dt,t,ed &.?;-dnst an a.lx·eaczy bu:r.dcme(J 

How ca.n w� t:1.e i:.ogether the p,upozes -:.;crw-a:rd which Gl;;.mdo 1ilc1.C�,- 118_8 

a:tmil1g in tis po-;rtic encba.v·or.? Uh<'.'.t t-ms the ulti,ne:i.;GJ encl o.f. -this pru:3,.. 

sion and er:-s:rgy tho.t. CD.1'I'ied hlm. throug�1 th0 1:d:.e:t'<.::,:>Jr fc.0nair.;:J�nco? 

The Neg.i:•o' s Trsgec.y 

It- it:l ·f;h-s Negr.o v o ·trtlg('�d;r I f.oo1 
Which binds nm 1:HI".$ .a heu\,j• :h.'or1 ch<.t:L., 
It. :till ·i;h!!l Neg:i:'o' s wou.nds J. .:r.r-.ffi:. to he::1i. 
Bec.,:c,ust� I knmi the !ce0nness oi.' his p:.:i..in . ., 
0t)1�r a. thor.n,.,covered 1'Y-:Jgi•o a;:1ti. no uh.� ig 
1• ••••• .(,,,, -�r�-t) -:•h,, Ne,..,1'-o0

f· �-�,n vl:ln pons t,t.'1.1.u..:. -�----· t.,, \J .... :-."-''' ;, -·� , 

Or f.'ecl -the th:l.clm0oz ot ·c1.1:} r-;l roud of n:telrt 
�-Ji1:1.,1:h hi£Jcf; cr:.d t,u.:c-Loe ;1:i.:-.. i:i:(.1:11•. o-i:.he.l'.' .1.1.-,._J., 

So ·.1:il-::�·i.; I u;d;t-t) :i.r) ,.u•w.,1'1. oTt c:;. 111:r '· :,.01;�t,, 
Tl·,\01.�e � .. ::J no �1h:i:ii-:: rnn i�w .. mi. J.,. ··;1r1·;·,•;., .P.r 'f)ook?

1 

'?ho·t.�g":i.'. rn•:�t --·11L:lk t.h.J1·• :-;i.iu1.;_T hr;�v.0. t,•1 to1d 
O_.;' rJ1w:� the U:i1.ro ).Jl;lJnJ:.. o, t:_;r.:t. ·i;,o br<, 1'>!:., 
Om: i:ri;;;,tcarr.r!;m :i:01:im -�;h':! 'fiO.i.'Jr) ·;:,�) /�:•t, ;�h:i.,.�fJ z·:i.Fcei.iv 

'.('hi:3 ilr,(.;Y.'O l;:;;t1ghs ,;: ... ).Cl. • •W).fD ·i:,o f,r)•� ;_'(,.1:• I(i,[t�-tJ., 
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&.n.d . ctic ., 
1F·lmr..a-hGJe:e-t., 

11 one of ·i;he f:;..lst:·6 1-I .{;.'-"O �Tics 0ver H""lt,tcn�

in a subtle in;zy· ccr-.ab:tnes all ·those oopeei;s of: rL[�;rv s life rmcl wo�lm .. 

So w.tch have I S:'o:rgo·i.·ten in ton yoa:r·s:1 
So km1ch in ·ten brief ;_;,\:im'.'f:l & I have .f m:>gizrr, 

Wh8:t -c,:u.Tu'Sl the pu..�pla ;1pp1as eora� to ju:toe., 

And trb.at mo:<1th b:r".i.ngs ·the shy .t"orget�• .. m-11ot0 

I h,,'),?0 f o-rgo-li the specie , s·i;.art.Ltng aeason 
Of the · imento ts f10--.;�1�i11g Qllo. frt i t:w..g., 

What, t:1:roo o.f y-o.;r .r..ru, [?�WM dotr�a br ,,:Tl:. 
1

• .f':i.olds 
Ancl fill. the llOOl'.h�y" tri.t.h -�hai�:' CUTiOU$ flu.tin�o 

I have forgotten mu.eh, bu:t; st-ill J."emer.ibor 
� 

'l'he poi.ooet,�:la as l"Cd:, blood-!'3d, ln u.,,1:�·ra Deca-mbG!A" 0 16 

It cot.t.l.d not lw leas than s.pproprl.at . ·ihat our poat o:i.' pa.fm:i.cm h.?.vo :.\.�

h:ts mont ohetishzd Jemaica11 memory tho in"t,ensa rad of t,his flow.:,.-, that 

blocmia fr.e&l,y in tropical landso It ser.ver:i as B. s1.nglo-image tle:-Jctl--p­

·i;,ion or McKs:.r' o worlq for his poe.- s a:re a,:,'lJGtimes �a de:Uc :oo in ·i;oz ...

ture as is t,h.a poin.Bet'tia., and other. ti.m0� as hardy and ton.gh in t,h<:?Jil';l 

:i.<:t thoy0 McKay, the poet, lad a hr:.m:Mi of lJ..am3 aj.m::i.1ax· to 'i.ihe ont1 

pom•· osood hy the blood ... x-ad .flone2.� o 
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BOOKS BY CLll.ID)E r�GKitY 

POE."1.'RY. 



LAWS:1.10.N HUG-RE.9 
(1902� ) 

I<IGGRO FOE:'i: LMJ.REPL�'B 

Tl.ie I:ieg.ro .Renro.saauce had. leveJ.J.od o-Zf;, and ·tlle per:loo. of' •the
".treer.o liogue II harl pe.Gsetl by -tho •tima the cl�acl..e of -t;he 1930 • s arr:t ved.

Mos·G o;f ·the poe·ta represen:t:i.ne the "E-:Ju Fbgro" r.10vement had done ·their
beat. 11ork e.zw. publiahed their most note11oz'thy volumes befox•e tl:l.a't 

Vt'ln. Vech-wn as the poet lau.r.e$·te of hil:l :!?r'.1�e.. T'.ae gr.ee.-wr p�I,.,.� of h:i.a 

productive •. erlod J.a-1 be·:t'ore W.m., and .J.et� @'Ol.mc1. 1:·R1s; ?i'a:L't:tns ·to be 

Poms:1.bJ.y tl10 most dir0c·t 7M!}.y of J.cc,..z-ning o .1.ru:U.nncoUDly .r.fbout 

Htt�hea th<=.! rn.Gnl t1ud Bugh.so the :poe·G Jo. by j;.'ec-..dioz Il:i.f} v..uto"b:i.o�phy, 

"IJ.fc is C', b:· g GC(;1 
fuJ.l of 1r.tSny .?.hib. .. 

I let dolin .my n�(·r.o 
an· pt :U ... ,. 

·•�.-;; · z,e,tUTo 1$ e. big see iv. l of mao,y f:lah.. l let
do-rm niy ne·ts �.nd puJ.led � 

2 n_r111 l:r�.1.1 pulling4 Ii -

1 



found liims�J.i' mm:;·l; ttlltlii'\.'UJ?.Y. !ale fath.o-r .... :f.m&� be had c:eet;;�ed in his
mind c.cm.lti. 11o·t h�va bean :f�;-:rther r<.m1o't.i--e11 t'z>om ·i;he actual i'J.ewi .. ana. ...
blood pel·son he CG!.i"lla ·to ki10tv q Afte1· his f.irull 'b1.-eat. t"':rom ll:2.a, :to,-tbex­
a Jee:t' later, Hughes ccratinued ll:ts fe.-cher .. se�h. JI..:;. ue :ehall la;te1." 
see� this 112.'1� s01tw �mount of .:tnflueucs on b:.1.a po<:.rcic thom�. It 

t-ras mw-.PY.-t I cl:i.dn 9 ·i; m-ite any-tb:!.ng,. u3 And. o.imn:

l:li!e !'OOnl,o:r,s: '\ihey escap.e you qµicli:.ly. nh,.

.In ·i;iua s&ie volume., Hugt\les specltP ?. I1is loTe tor ,f."$.r].e111.. It.
holdo Q z-'�:i:'.'tm;.";;O tascina:t:ton £or. h:!11., :,prot-11,bly because oi' his l)l:\omi.on 

for �:cg:ro mu:1;.t1ro o.nd h:!s :ttl'�ense ln-tera$t, :i.n the m1.1sica.l fomo 

or.ic:tnated and proJ)o.g.a-tef.1 1:zy ·,ho N�gr.oco thel"El'. .Au(l ye·'(;� �-l¾$G'con 

. �we 1 pooms t:e.re r.ao·t o·t f..11.·Iri:i 11aJ:mlru:- 00110 G the ,,es.r.o 1�o.ce o.0 e 

'ifflOJ.e. sJff:r.ny telt -�t lbgro o hrA. l:,aen ·;;oc) oi=-t�n .mci.lignoil n Jj:�czio.·tute
an.<l COllS��ently, i.bet eo;y tn:itbhcr j?:lc·i;ure•o fJhould be clean GU'ld c.t\ltm:-41a .•

lfllGC?ea was no·;; a 11:r.:L',15ll!' o:. th:/.$ ·t;�,. and ft::>.r ti.m;t ma'l.te1", �:1.the.r �.::tu 

cn�ucle .i1e1ta-y.. :Both �-sere c1·:ttic'.i.2:"'!d 'lo:ir fell.arr lVeU"''Oeo w; ,11°:l'li:l.ng in 
e. w.lgo.x-

., 
1at1 ... z•,.to� 1110.lic:tot-u:1 J110,noer.. 'J&ic :i.s ,:rurp:t:>ili.f.:tng �lta:1 ,-1,e

heal'.' T:rv..ghoa licacr:i.b.. r:, tbe z,o�m.:il tbe:t he :tea.d oo:r.orQ o. ��o 1..1.ud:to.ncc

:ht rrashv-ille 0� "poems in which :· ha<.l ·l;:r.:tticl -to captitt·e ooni.9 o;t -�b.c dr�JCJnG
l� 

oru.l t1..;art�ches ·ciw.t .:;il.1. Naa;roe� . no�. 11:;i 

i\s 1:rot; men·t!onecl J.n the J;l2l:JCed:ltlfl .ve.rei.grt.i�ph., Ih1ghca v1m<.l grco:i.;.ly 

:i.n:?J.tY£>nced in h:ts ·,1x:::dng by po_tittJ.P,?" .Megro 1nua:lc forms. .Ho nwloyed 



Angel Hingo 

!tm angc:1.� irlogs is - bite as sn01·1, 
o" .tihi'i.ie· as snow, 

Hh1:lie 

as 

snm;r .. 

Tl1c· nngols wings :Le. wl'.1ite- i'.:1.S sl:l.Oi1, 
:Bt1t. I d:rucr me. t-1:i.nr1:s 
In ·the d:1.!''GY mil'€: 
o,, I drug ma. '\':iings 
.ill -th1·ough the f'ire. 

F.ut ·tbe· 0,ngels t>ringa iG 'C·1.bl.te as. snow.,, 

Nbi'te 
es 

6 
snow,, · 

ii.ltt1ot'!gh I:rughes p-roves. ill: other po.ems 11:l.s Qkill '1.'� wzr.tCi.ug iii stund.ard. 

Engll.Gh, lle is ne'1r-"0r hesits1rl; abctrt w.:;mz Negr.o icUoms oud. col.toqtrl. .. !l"' 

imns. Ee ciuu2o·t be said ·to write .in diCiJ�ec:t, for h� sll�I·eo t�c opinion 

·cru:i,t this. ii;; a passing .i:;rt .for.m. Yet. he l'!rt:r.�:tvca al�vay.s ·to i;:i:•�sen:t

contc1npo1.•az,y JJ11ez-ic.an rteg:c� cultw:c; cind he:r.e, :1::;; in other mna

:
1:0.1)1:t'ituo.r' _poems> iJ.e :i:·ep1•odtices· the: s_pocda of 'the ll:ar;l011l Uo�'l'.·o. l:ctu�lly,

the I7oe;;;;.·o q,;,cecu nc;ld,'J, to -�he qpali·.cy of thi,c 1:,ocm. !"'.'he fa�c1.:H;iom: 1 

bl'ti0f;l, ..:,Ud �J;:..za fOZ'.idl :i.n IitY.f.(llG.S· 1 ·j;honn;h";;. !�Ud wr-1 cine;. In � ��� se;�,. 11�
c'i.cGc�:·:..be·s viv:i .ly the effcc.:t Gucu muo:tc l1�1> 011 h1m: "!.:Ute ·;,; c we cc "f' 

ya1.1,. :i.t� ,s•�rellfZth. like the 'heat of ·the .hum.0.n l1coi-t
.,. 

:1"ta hu.mox·� en¢!. i·i;:::; 

t'OO\;ed pO't-rc:r. .. 117 �:bis music�J. undertm-r o:t ·1d1ich Rnzile13 &'!)e ri :is. 



o:i:.' :i'i.is influence: 

C-ooti. marutng c1a.dcly; 
Ain t•t you. hGa.r.---'tl 
'1...he booB:lc.,.wc03:�e :,-;,mib.le 
Oi' G.. (J,z,eam de:fer.,:ed? 

I.;i.aten. cJ.ooely: 
Jou� 11 ,.rear their 1.'?<;:•;:, 
Bea-t.i.ng ou·i; llllt"/. he,4ti lg ou·{� 0, ... 

You th:tnI;: 
It 1 .s .e. h�y b,aa·(,·z 

Li.s-ten to ;Lt closely: 
Mn� t. yoo hem."(I. 
soY.lle'"imng v.llde:r.·neo:�h 
:U.k.e a, ... ,,. 

Sui•e., 

J?m l1eppyt (3 
Tc.!� i ;; c.1my,; 



!'ve lmc.rwn r:lverf.l: 
x�"'ie !niom1 1.,:1..vcrs: anc1exrt. as ·i.:Jle: uorld an.cl older thtm 

·che i'l,cn of ilm11e.u bloocl in h1:,.1:iau ·ro1na,.

I �th.sd in the Euphro.t.es -:J�l:'!. d�wns wore young • 
.! ·1:iu:1.lt �J bt1t nesil" -�le Congo nnd i-;; lulleli ma- ·ao slci:n.
I loolred upon -�he ile aucl r t�ed ·t1'!,.e pyrQ.m.1ds abO'\re 1.t ..
I heru.1d •tjhe s:i.ng:1ng of ·cb.e i:6izsiza:i:�pi nhen Abo Lincoln

lfe:il-:i:, tlmm to Now Orle:e.ns., a;.icl l 've seem its muddy 
i:.\os<:m� t-um all goldeu :ln th<;! cmn.aet.. 

I�v{� b.-wml rtvcrs: 
iu,.ei�n·i, dushy 'iv�i·s .. 

trw swl hw..s gro-c-m deep like ·ti-1e i·:i.V"'· ·s .. 9 

oveJ:: J.Ei.$•hin� .hope. 

/'i,r:,, :!' ·tie1:·et1t.:tnz aaperrb of' It$cs I J,J'r:tcal► -ti•W"J.d som.et.imos no•i;,r,0 ...

l:;ir:lc .. 1 ....... worlt iG his �bility to ilra"f.-r clear !}:lci;ureo or r:bl!l!'Qtrter.-J.ie
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l1Ct',1 •i;h:l11 .�no. ih::-i·p is ·i;I!e 1liOO, trn1.i5h'i;.! 
1:!ow ·i;ilin ancl oh.V':.t,p enc:!. ghoirtJ.1y .::h:i.te 
lG ·ch.e al:i.m cm::'Ver.:1, crook of ·tne ;,men toni�h-c; 10 

l!.-m:r;;Iw-r;:, cto1,:tcting the cool ,k�pe1·0•,t:i.<m. 01.' .;,.. mat1 ctciven to rniieiac.l is 

.:1. :r.-e·.:1:lection of :ff .2ghes' mm po�e:-i:.· oi' COX!'E':.e-ie <ioJec::�;iv:i.-c,_r. 

:i.'?l.e CG�ll,½. 
Cool :?ac� o:: ·i'.ue .t':t,rll 
P..r11r .... d l:W £or a kiss. 

lJ,,:""!J:.a J. S:i'G. 
H:i:.iih my ahocs i:a:Lmaw.:i;cdu 
I.�it1dy--me:t'Cy! 
I 1 fil :f:t'U.str��-'11 ! 1.2 

:tn -t:1·1e m'.:!·kction of tOj?ic �,11.c.1. tone? nuehc-o M.moo., .. 2 t-rot1.lf 1,ror.inbJ,J" cc.y
·;:;i:J.;:i;i,; :Lt. :to of onl;t i11cidcu·i.:o.l consit1c;i.• ;.·�: 1:r. :tu ·a ') to·Gt}l p 01.;e::.o oi'
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Pcem 

tJ.:b:e aigt:t ia beatri,:lful:, 
So the :.fuces oi rny p�cj_).,\;;:. 

'J:ibe st�s t�:c� 'bea;.;;(;;7_:'.)Ji�� 
So ·the ,;:::yes of 1;y peoz>1 · .. 

:eecl':,. 1.co my lno1,.·th 
:<t; u:J..J.c :Ji:'-h 1❖,ugl.,;,i;e.1.' 
A....,d :1Y thz'O��; 
!; ('1�z�.P \rl·tla f.l:)'l1gp 
tou r)..o no·, -th::.nk 
.!- a:uf .i:e:.r ofte:i.' 
:( :l..'W(" tcW. my pa.:Ln co .icng. 
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l!eco.u:oe lily mou:ch 
Is i-?itla with laugh:i.er. 
You do m:rt; bear rif:,f :b:mer cry;, 
.Be�use my :feet 
Are (!;?.Y w:t th ck;nc.ing 
Iott ck> not, lw.w. 
I file .. 1°'·

or COO.'t"f;e, :ro.�!les, along wi'iill e'7ezy 0-tb.0-r Amnr:lc.azt i{e�·o 1.,ot.:.rt:, :ta

:finel:cy fo:r.cea ·to tu.:r.n from px•a1.� of. Ilia :t.?.ce ·co omri.am1p.1Jil.·t.:tr-in o:r •i:Jl.e 

xac:J.al J)l"Ob)J;'-..1'1 :iii Qm' c.ow..;.;:-r."":)r,. Or:.ic- of I·2:1.s moo·{; obv-J.ous .e:l:'¢l.•enccc 'to 

J:tm. Crow ia found in ·the poo11t ''Mcz·�:y--Oo-Rcuno..� 11 While J.t :i.o no·t oue o:?

h:ts best ,()Oems., :1:i., '"r�ata. en &1.1. too o�din�.ry c:1t,u.a:W.ot1 :ii� C:Jl ext.J.,­

m:•4:i.ua:i.":v' 'i-'!;.:.y. lJ.11e set't:i�., ... a colo1•cu ch:U<l a:t. es ccu.•ni val; the .PI"<>'b1.em-­

finding the Jim Cl"Ol! s0ct.:1.on on ·�ho .l'ile1"'.i.'Y ... eo,.,i'Ct1n<1_; ·�he Lony .. , ... 2aQ'Y en, 
--

tl,a\'� c.i:f' t!ae txezi • !Itl!l.:i:l.to. Th:l:-; ·touch:} .. aub.�1.:t, re:-:"'e::rr(:il, ·t.o :1.ly 

obl1.qu.aly by »10ot ·Joeti:r� gats l·i;n :i.'ull eii.o.re o:? o.ttaut::.on. i lh "''hco,
poehlS,- soori.. stor;tos, OJ?Ell.'�a, auO.. (�:..•c,mao.. ItJ.i;;: -;;,.�,o bea't pOC'.mo on 'l:ho
t!'lm-t1e �;r� nCI·oor..,;. n a. sJ.wr-a, Gtc, •l;, bal.lv.d,•l�lte p:tcc(;)., -:, Kl. ·i;h� lon �., 

1aoxn u_r.e,'j!,n-1.;ic '"t-11.�.lo:t:t;o." In ·hll.e.n1 '4illo w1to1·turt<.1.te .mu.lr.�tto is :r,r.1<:r�urotl

o.s v:tol'Z!r.rG, J..onoly., 1JJ.nl�djur;;t,.)1J., .fillocJ. nJ:th .:i..'ecl:L o-� o..t' clvJ.cl d J.oya1''•3r

cmd 1. •• ·us·"::c.tion. 5:·11-00� lJO�tr2>,::.pc1i.cl'J. c:1o rr.o:ro ·i;'Qcn po.t'fa"t,y . ster. 0 ..

•i;;yr,r.!; they ac<:v.,.,o:tcly r�:r:?sezrt <J!'K' of i;l.lc i.Jo.�.cJ.c.o·t pro >lona etr.zong t\ll

cross 

My ol<J zn0iu's a wh:tte old t i1n

,in.a. my ol(] i11o•iiher. a c blect. .. 
t:t c-vex I cursed liTY whitra- old man 
I {;a!re my curses bad;;� 
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:tf ev'IY.r. r eur.&1ed T£:.l ·ii .k'?.cil o:.w. mo•i:.h,;;,\J:.' 
P.nd rJisherl she 't�el."e in hell, 
! 'm sor:1·y for ·,bat a'\l'"iJ. tt:tsa
1\Qrl now I t-r.lsh lt.e.t· we 11 ..

!l'J;Y old man died :'l.n o. ?.lnc "b:Lg houce.
� ma diecl in a s.bac ,.
I 'i·tonde-r where 1. 3m gonna die�
Be:lng noithe:r wb:t·,e no� bluclt?l5

"Cl"OSrJ,. 11 as the t:.ttle of th2.f.l poem, giv�,s. tw au ins�1t :tnt.o the 

p:ro'ble:m ·the na,�d-l:>J..ood Negro ib.ce:s. :-e :�::.� ).i�ert1.lly_. � ('..roas, or 

a hybrid; ;� l�s e.l.$0 a cz·css ·co ·ooe.J." end t.o bn c:rv.c:i.t'iecl lU)On thxot.gh­
out his 11:te.. J;y suggestion aad :iJJ+Plica·;;:ton., ·.e see ·i:;!l:i.s ,erGOJi'

a.

bitti0r 1�esen:Qllen.t e.�.ir.1st his mi:r£d b;J,ckg;;rotm.d� his. l'ee.J..ing tha:i.; •i;he

fitl.l.u.,"'."e.a of his life stem fi"Cm th�.t bacli:t�"Ound. .f.:m.r the,t hie P.llren·:.s 

are :rem.ove.d from ·the �ene:, he no longex- ple.c�a on them a1Jy @rl'.J.:t for

t�h�.A' act. Inuoo�d of the h...'\te upon -:•rhich he 110.<1. p1•wioual3r conc.en ....

hi.s i"r-.:..thro.�. }lugbcs tnei-1 ,-�1 •. t :t'l; ,iuo no·c to ·"·_i, cr.1.n J.ete�· :1.uto o.ny 

niche oi' JI...J.eric,.n cocic-cy, a.tr.d -tho mul�:,·i;o ol hJ.c �1n.1Ltgin.o:i:J.on o.s �-Imo 
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'llJC �n ove:s.· ·they, �au·.mmatf�� . .-;} woo<Js • 
ihe So1J�'!.$l"ll ni(5ht 
Full of stars, 
Gre:.it bie yeUow stE"-ili's • 

want • s a booy but � ";cy? 
Ja;J.ey bodies 
Of !!Ufm(U" -r-1e:1ches 
BluG b,lack 
Jwain."Jt black fence� • 
O, you little bnst:1.rcl boy, 
What• s e. body but a t03t? 

Tb.e acent of pioo t-'roOd st::.n°a the 90ft ... .i .-•t .. ..c '"' &.Wl>a;u i<ll,l',l'. 

!!!�!!! !!!! � !£. �� �=!? 
B.llm.r.p pine sc.ei:tt ,.n t1'.e $Velh.inrJ at r. 

A nigger night, 
A ntgger Joy, 
A little yellow 
li!MtMd boy• 

!!!, l..'!! t!d.n'� :1Z �­
!i!§ers � !![ !Lzt<:>�tw::.
Not Mier. 
!ii�-:-� !l ���. 

'lhe SOuthc1"2l night is f.uU fY.'i :;t,u•t1. 
GN�t bis• yellow Gtn.�B.. 

o, SftO� QS Gerta� 
Elusk-da�h oo��o 
Qi VO s�et bb•th 

To 1. ttlo yeUow bari�:.nz•d oo�,o. 

'a'll.o ��; etorn .s,cntto1• Mt·aryir!.,oro. 
Fin wood scent in th� rN'O:l -ti& .cd>.•. 

A n!gg ,... Vl!gh t I 

;,'> Dige'Ol1" Joy• 
i.l: t".tn VWJ.' S 1 �11\.'U; · Wlir.t ! .,. ....,.,, � ..... �-- ..............,....., .. ..........,_ 

l!. U.ttlc ll : 
'l-'lltc.rtll boy.:te 

Th!f!J PoQt.i se ,. «'i/n1ZJtltoo mth tan h,7,·t�i•i(:Ql 0:m.1lierau.co, r1.· th .,C1' ,blff 

ot p�gtoil and v:·tf.'il�.<O�l'lC. lts p�n ti\'.;.O • c l"aje�t· on r on 

:\a�u<ts a\"e ouboEd:lt>,atc<il to t.:��t. 1.'eo dofill:1,�11 of t�J.nnlaip ilhl(Jb we.i.; 0

£)Mn,itu to Et,n-1.c!.oo tn !us p1'll'9 :aal .7.!. 0 :to h'i> r:,. To lt(;)t,.lp irc,iiy on a �· . 
� 4�, 

it to B 'i:WO-[,ffle1"Q.ti<m re.full! . , by Y'tGtb. fnth.01· 9Jld bslf .. bMtha:!t". Th.o
.SYJBoolim tnnd eolor 1magery in "Fiiu:t:itto" ie Ciiat•�:fu:U.y v,orkcd oot.

10 



J.:Uwly plE:1.co • 

., .,
••• l. 



r-'OOitln,g. 

st:·-::,nz(�,., 
'l'hat; ·'n ·(;W.s n�.e�r :�>1.acc 
r tiihott1d. 11:i.eD't J.ife f..:,.cc to fc;<.:,,; 
t1h�n.,. :ror y(:�1•z.,,. I h�d t�n aeck:s.u,,;;; 
I,:tf� in pl�ce:s gentJ.ex•-sp¢::1.k.i;:1G;� 
Uttt:ll I C®,me ·to tb:i.c .r.:1.l-e· s-i,:r-ect 
1-"il11.l found X1Hb s-,epp:tng oa 'lf.zy" .foe:t z lT 

"J'J,auG:l.i.zo e:r:tcr ·Ghc :i:':l.rc.-t f.e11 seconi.G ·i;;he· sl:i..my pot th1:�·{; ic be-iilg

ch. the 

f:lermec1. .:t-,; iG s :mcw:i�cri; o:l' e ahoc?i:., ·a1en., !.ox- ··;:h:�.s cEiro".1' :ra�ti.:en,nn-:;

·'· le l'Jez;ro t � .,COJJ.\}?or.'.:Z:CY i.l�f'oo.:i;:, bir� 1-;� �'l:�s"JOiCOZ :1u too 01)timio•i::lc hc_,!:)r.�

t;Lr,:..� •··;:21.s aei"ea-t ,-,iJ.:JJ. be d:l.c_pelled. 1>y tl .e ztr-ena:.·th. no.d hc<-1.t�:1.;;r ot -�he
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1Ji.?·"il C 7.., �u;;r· CO:Ul�:3;; 
:But; � · :w:1.1g:t7 
J-\i,it er> . .t, ,·;e 1\� 
!ild g;i.'\')-:·1 s:t:,�ol ::; •

Tomru:ro--:-1, 
I 1 J.l s1·;; o.t ·0h0 ·i.-;..,\b� e 
Wh'�ti 001,Tps:ny eo:.rez , 

l .. oody' 11 d,L\_
8�·· ·to :n1e., 

i gi-c :Lt ·i;he 4·3:Gchex:, 11 

S:i.e-:n. .. 

:Be-tilr1cS:
.:t 

�fa.c;y-1 ll �Jee b'i(, bsr.;L;i�-, 2Hl I "Xl 
Mel be uoh::m.1e,1.., ..... 

o ucm



C ·. !1:l,1$S �; -�he :reoa.ei� ia lil�ly ·oo ,:;hink o:i: -�hem. as s. gimmiclt �-n.d refus<a:

to occe,Pt 1;0emo uG1ll!l' them c.o beillf':;J 1reriow:i.,.,

E'ur.'.oo�' pocr.r.z mtght lso "be ct-:1.t:l.c:lzna. toi� J.ccli;.ing ,1.api ,. .Althou.gb



,.,.. 

"'lf}l1.d • , r? • f3$$. 
-·-

llo,Ll•.in. £=!2ll!!L�-�l:> P• 19! ..

1�qhes. B0. ec�;0d I>ocmo. p. 31.
-.-.. -• I •f - 1111 



Tom.g3:ton :m..i.r;heo : es �lso ac,3:.tl:rtec.1 :In ·i;J')rJ urH;ine; of niru,r<'.iccn. plo.ys,
nms:f.c:2ls

., 
and 0;_�:;:-a.,, .. 



S!i'CTlOif l U 

Tim noaLlW OJ' tWEB:.iC/.ti DODO POB'l'RY 

A brief sum!llary and coasideration ot 

tbe probl• faced bl, au re�,ro wr1tert:1 -­

whether to wrl te Gi1,-,ply n.e ..wsriaans er 

betllor to couU.uuo in the :role o:f All0ri• 

can N �Jl"'O wrl t:oriL 



Ute,: exmning the work ot theDe tour poets --- Paul Lo.urence 

Dunbar, James Weldon Johnson, Claude ltcltay, and Langston Jluglaes , oue 

llicht ccme to feel that the tour differ too mud& to show any tl'9Dd$

or dil'Gctions in Negro poetl')'. It cannot be denied tkat eACh writer 

llas b.10 ow tecbnique and Jais particular the=es; thio 1• as it ahouJ.d

be. !'et• each was cbosen to plq a det.lm te Prat in the dev lOJXBent

ot this paper, because eada a.loo plcyed a definite part in tbe devel­

OJIIRent and maturation of Jb6fro po9tr,. 

Paul Laurence Dunbar, as w hcve seen, represented the end ot an

era .rather than the beg1.nn.1ng ot one. Be wu one of the last Alaer.t.can 

'ffdtan to follow 111 the plantation tradition, althCM.1,:h Jae " tb.

lint lieq;ro writer to deserve and achiev eny dearee ot succ sa. It

was J . s Weldon Jolmsoa who helped panll 1 Nosro wrt ttng "1th that 

ln the nstnam ot America l1toratun; he wcs the Segro l ador ot 

II.ta day, and hie WO!'.k c8J"ried tho r1c ot n tntellectuau 

JClllni,OQ ':, wn Ung fon>s11ad0Wd the movaiUltlt midi has bemi t nncc1 th 

R ro lilmaiss . Part of tbis Ronaios,moo WM typified by frank,

but �-�ogetic, en.Uc! of democracy and its treataant ()f the 

cro. Using tradttiow,J., but smoothly lyrical, for.as to do Wa w 

Clauuo McJray. Sis wu a voice typicfll ot! be many !)ASSiCll t on 11 

"� s 12.king out u part ot the ,. .. ow aro" movment. "1nally, 

into th study ot th modE>l'Jl poetry of Lena ton Bugb�s • We found th t

la.ts subjects scaetilOOS l.ed:ed dopt.h, but thl't they poss esed a l>Ol'ti-

llency to toda.,•s culture. Bis comments on end de cripttoos of ro

1 



11:te are notoole both for their tlccuratene:.;s and f01" the unusual 

fo:rm J.n ffiicla they IU"9 wr.t tten. 

71lue we have seen, 1u lliniatu.l,!'(,t, th0 total development of Negro 

.PO&t:ry siuce 1890. We have eurveyed the :U ld fl'Gll'.I the euliest dialect 

POtM1s to tu late.st nodem ones. And nov, we are tACed .,. th the question 

whicb was raised at tbe beginning ofU&is paper and whicb laas accamparited 

us throup eacb put ot our study. ts Ame1"1can lfag1"0 poetry Primar.tly
' 

AIIIGr.tcan poetry or priraarily Negro poetry? I• it different enouo;Jl �ra

POotr.y by II.bite ntters to desene -- or to be allotted -- apec1a1

Clasatt.tcation? WO have already referred to the tact that literary 

Cl'i tics thcasel ve• cttsa,rree ae to tbe enawer. Let u• now actually aee

What •cne of tb fontm08t Becro writers and cnttcal sc&.olara have laed to

sa,- about thia important utter. 

Jame• Weldon JObnllOJl, to his Preface to _!!! � _2! Aller.toan Keiro

Poet�, nmt11ds the reader that the Renai1Jsance Sl'OUP att ted to do 

away With "ra� problem" poetr;, and mako t�tDS lv. simply PoGte, not

1' ro p«Mt • 3ob.DOOD t ls, however, that they did not fWld ntally

aucceoo. Al t.bou,rh the:t.r approach to rs.cw bo d.ittorent, le direct,

lllid usually more :ftectivo, it is still n powerful .to.roe 1n &11 their

best vo:rk. Johnson di cuss in the tollmnna ma.a.nor the p llG11 of 

.ra 1n gro poetl")' and :lta Gl>il:lty to draw U. betwoon th ,ork

ot .-bit and of �l'O wit ra: 

l have no 1ntent1on ot de:,;, ctaU.113 th poetry not
stimulated by a :sense ot race that Atr rican poets b ve 
lfri tten ••• bnt not ta all of 1 t do r find a ainglo poaa
.PONesstng th pc':Wtr ud artietic t.tnality found 111 the
best of the poems rising out o:t racial CGGflict and coa­
t ct ••• an artist accG11DPlishes his best when work1n, at
his best f1i th tile mated.al he knows beet. And up to 



tllia t!M, at leaat, "race" is P8rloi·ce th� thing 'tile 
laeri cen. Regl'O poet Jmcns best ••• tile --time would ccoe 
when he will not have io klo.ow "race" so well and feel 
it so deeply. Bui even now IJe can cs-eape tho sense ot 
being hampered if, stand.tag on his racial .foundation, 
Jae strives to tashicm sametll.tns that riMs above mere 
race •f reaches out to the UDivenaal in truth and 
beauty. 

'flU.s is a ccmsene.tift position, however, when CCIIJpared '11th that 
ot aoat otlaer cr1t1ca. Cowatee CullGD, for 1nstmace, pa-efel'l'Od to

designate h!a volume. Qa.roli!§ !!!!!• an an antholo::y of vers by Negro 

PGets rather then as an antlloloSY of Negro verse. Be feala that 
81'0

JJOetry must derive fl'OII saae country other than our 01IRl end some 1anauace
other than our own be:foro 1t cm benr tbJ.s separate label • Uorecwer,
he llaint&ins that it 1• not possible to cm•ider tbe PoaBa b,v Segro wnton
as having any pm:rticular tactor in 00151DO.G• and that it 1• cortatnly not 

Pl'Op9r to u•e the race ot the poet as tho•• qualif'.tcatioa. tar grouping.

Ill &Jlort, his opinion ia tut JfeSJ'O wri Ung haa followed the poetic 

ter&deneios of the ume, that the 

Close1fiod Just d pceeu by any oth r 

th lvee oul.d t.hol.-eto:re be

r.tcan wnto.ra.2 

Cullen •s position ,orollelo th one trumn by St run., A. Bl'mln, 

lfeJJ"O eN t.t vc artist mad U. tenry crt Uc• Drown aQ:Ne• that wn Una 

by Neg:n,es d not f 1 into um.quo cul.tu PQtt m; be s�o that the

term " ro litereture0 10 tllua a mt name�. It bas n<> mG&mina u to 

t:ructural tecbnique or a eparate chool ol wn ting, fo,: th sro 

11 aaon, Bl'O\Rl corw.tden lite:ratu:n, by 

n.can U. teratun,. or that 

rican Rogroes to be a a ....... -t 

of Aml"J.cau litcarature, and Negro writorn to be Amr can writers. 

BoldJ.n to otandsrd other t.ban this, ho ntaiu, would lead to a 

double stand&J'd ot. jucfapDemt, a dangerous attl.tude to take t a.rd co., 

J>Oets or poems. 
3 



'ftleae op1nione arG es.tcb.ad time snd time qain by other 11 ter ry 

spokesmen. Saunders aedding h9.s said in the !!'!! Loader that: American 

Negro 11 terature 1s not a aepai�cte branch of '1ri. Ung, but part � the 

Allericar,. literar;v atrean.3 �t Ju.et Butdler ku ueerted that the 

objective of all colored poets 1a to beco:lne, basically, AlllMtrican poets, 

and CD.ly occasionally, llegro poets. 4 Alain Locke, in !'!!! 1f!Jro Poet•, 

states practically identical :teelinge, "In the chorue ot .Allllerlcan olnging 

they [Recro poetsJ have regi�tered distinctive notes 1111loa• charactertatic 

tillbre we would nevex- lose or williqly let lapse; however, more and aore 

they became orc:hestrated into our nation.al art and cultun. 6 

After hearing audl a f orvent outcry 93 tut 1 lliug rtetn 

American poets es "t�egro ) " it ts Ufticult to &Ulll!IOn courage to di acne 

on the matter. But thzroush exruai1at.ion of the thauelves, we aa,

ccae to dif:fe:a• wit!>. er at l'<>Mt o otter amondmenta to the opiniau 

ezprea ed by t.he ebcwo-�quoted cd.tica. CGtrta1n.ly, u we haYG stud eel 

each 1.ndtvidud . , we have :ii.0011d th t a ltJ,rge ion of llt.a pootic 

outpu , nd oft n 0h of !1, s bQst work, nl to c:U.rectly to racial tbGlll8e. 

efinitc div ·incUtin, t�though natural oru.t, bet n colorod 

ro Rensio an · 1 ed behind 

tho nl wing to re liL'9 1.u :me dean 11 teratu by 11 full decad • ln 

fact, modem that\GB and to�tl}uOO ha n ver been so widoly 1D ro

poetry u they have in pootry by nhi e wri1:ers. The 1 no bert host, 

no BD!ly Dl.cldneou, no T. s. :eu.ot B Negro poet • Al o, the ro 

writer 11.u too of·t�n ellmvoo tbe lfegro probl to b4)oome o ruant in 

his writing that h1o ba:ln.g c�Ued a Negro poet 10 inevitabl�. Although 

thi realm of ,q,enenca 1.B now t.'1.t and urgent to hill, it tands aa a 



barrier, many tiJMs, to true g1:ea:t.neas as poet • The ?iep'o writer must 

consocrate himself to the eges rathor than to ea hour of controversy; to 

humanity, rattler titan to a :r$ce. I& himself IIWlt become mctl"e completely 

/men.cu in outlool: before Amrtrican U.teratuzoe can do away entirely with 

lts Meero clasaif1c�ticm.. 

What lies ahead to:- Negro poett7? Roane, not even ihe 1101St 

CClllpetent critic, can answer such a qu ation. 'J.'he ltegro writer-,. 

find aaple racial uaterial .tn th� con.t1nuing Segn problem tn Aaenca and 

in 1:he native uprisings 111 Africa to occupy Ilia tor acme time. On the 

other band, Ile aa,y b&oGmO less spea1fically nctal in outlook and nerae 

bia work IIOl'e indissolubly with gentral AMrican litwatun, Ala1n 

Locke and otben ho.ve pred!oted. Ole thing is cortaln; Re1ro writ ra 

au.st increase theb• output cf. poetry be:fore it can have -, sort o1 

future. It !\as, in the pnat t0w y<u.n, dropped oft ill both quaU. 't 

GIM2 , tity. Dost of t.h wi�J.toN� d. tbe letla1aeance period are n4l 

longe:r 11 1q, L,mgi,Jtffi'L fiu{,'U{;':el � th� :lCWlOWli>daf)d leader of ric 

'ftle U.ttl 

d must 

t17 that .s 00111!,t vr1t: Hten today u, th work o1 unlmowna and 

ia 1 ly thin e.n.d 1n1conclt.wi e. 'fO have JSft811 in Johnaon • wo.rk, 1n 

It I ld be .l!C.Elt unfortunntQ .ouould this decade produce no aucces or to 

CUi')' en the upward prOC0SO of (!I ?Ollltiou. 

Xn J"elatiac o tb,Q euuire s:l.tuation, Jamos Woldan Jobnson bas made 

the following statement; 

4 people may ooeoo..u-o t�roat throup maD,y ans, but 
t!a re is only oae ffleac.ure by v.ti,.cb 1t greatn s i reoog1li 
and aclmm,ledge<l. 'lb0 :l?:\nnl maeure of tho gn,.tn&oa of all 

s 



peoples is the mrrount and standard of t.J.lo lit rature and 
-art the1 have pl"Oduced ••• Mo people th�t :iaa produced griaat 
11 toratu1."e and art hss ever been looked upon by the world as 
distinctly inferior.e

Por thi reasoo • it tor no other, legro poets bave, in the past , needed 

to prosene at least the outward fora ot their separate clai:.sification. 

They have now spent more than a Jaalf-centuey proving that th.ctr race 

ie not interior. IA tile 1uture, let ua hope, American lfegro poets 

will be able to cut this mot!.vo aside CGapletely and concen.trate solely 

on pnw1n,s their individual poetic gen.tu. TIit• will be the ultiaate 

step needed to produce the truly great literature for whicll Negro creative 

artists of all generation• haYe longed. 

6 
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1 should like to enroll in the honors proeram durincr 
the spring semester. I wish to pursue a topic in biolor:�1.lnder the leadership of Nr. l'1e:rTitt.
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:.cr- �b-rnd .. �:·,. tn thH lat.?1 r-ru1rr!!'.3Y'J t;ho:i:-ef< t•(.;�,, t-l la�>'."ge 
l" __ :,;·l.i �-,f' the ·,1·0:;Jk ir..t.11 l:.r:'l7<:> to be done du •5.�>.g th 
·;..., .. ,,.,,,.,,..,.,') l'"'""ntn'! '",1(:ii CO'-" ·: . 'l••;e i·b"' a-1..,,dv r-:,, ....... j n.... ,e.'!..,.,, ol. .. H,.·, .. v_ UJ...f . _..,._.. o -.ta.. .. '..A. .• .,, - .U\. r �.-.. "J 4.-!'-1.l.. ,., 'Y.V." �.. l';;t WJ.o 

i1.2:,.,_:rii-•.� ind:tvtidw.11 crJ.go�· m.wJ·i; be deviaoc.1:, ntt.d. methc -1.n 
m1.::s"t; h1:·J :i:'m .. 1:nd t > koor, ti-.�::; ,..1p:i.dorr'$ ttl.ive wb . .:D.o 111 
cr.1.:c.rt:-:\1':1;i;y o Jt i:J a.lac 1.ya:i:�e P' s.s:l bl0 ·thfl.t ·f;}"e w . 'ln1, 
·vr.1.:u p;:o e t11:., b ·i;oo c,:,,.�p:L :lcnt-;Hd "t,o bo an�ly-:1ed 19 . .ra
o ltJ•·D · .J a$ I p:r.i,ptise" i..t? ·w�.s_,: ht:.ippena ·i;('..) bo t;ht:
·&t,u,i 0:1:.-. i:t come otht1:i.? n ...:-i.1··•rA1u--rnbl<) obt,'r:e.elc.-} p:eerJent 1

:l l�f-ir..1:t .. ·':1 I c.g,,n fn1J. back ·n f: ,.rno other ph .00 of • pi. <Jr'

JL'..r..1:

6., 

LO,; :Ill(!) '!:'r:J. rdli .. : "I? 'l'f:i. ·'•i,. rt,li. d�z-a 
G JJ.eut anc1 cle�r:wff,r 01,�J'oz•s 
�::1:,lecrt tJ. ::JpiH)J.fii:a wl-:-; 1 whi .,h to worlt 
P '). ign tied cc,,n�: .r-ur. t �t .1.�:'.'11he1-a of oa t#i of. .crtor · 
m•. f::$ c. 
t,,';udy S1'.>:-de1 �, 1 t;:. ":J ( r.!:/"�e.l wot m!lk:tng p· •oc.0.,r4 
&.vl c m.pt".1'i."'€1 N •• ·'"h. :;,,_�.-r,:t ,o.b: ,\:< 15. to a ttu.,o" 
00.:.1.zic�t t:•. nv.uib n:- r..? ·;-,obt� J :i·:Ortl r.,ach cp1.do:r. 
1Jc ,,i1,r.ll"'a u .1 1,m't. s c,f' [;1. ,:; : .. <:· .� • 1:n<ll. v.1.d:,:w.l d 
Si,·ady th:r) ·ct..11 Jf' Q'. 1 r;g ··)<l op dera 

I l'mr.,.,. to pu:t•rJt.�e o. cou:t•1'. ,-,:t f f\•�.dy ·chat '!trill n. 1:. 
ot!J.y c;:i.°!%) :rue ln-io •.: ,".:idge :t:.:.�. Otitr•.. .field of zoology, 
'l:nrb w:1JJ .. t..ltil(1 gi - . .mf.l • ·-,, ov. ·ox·· mn:i.ty- ·co becon1, 
mc,x, } tr.-m .. tl:-ti:' w:. t.h .. · .eJ.,;" n � l::!) b ... ologieoJ. lai.A,_.z,, • .t�('):r�· 
'i..�t···c. ;tq" o..nci. elm:.ttit:7.-· ·::i:t•o .odut). s I f'eo· ·1.ma·c, i.

can auoces.o::.\1lly i:1eet th.om� o",jeot:tvas ,y worl'.:ing 
v.ndor t.h0 H,·;,r .. orn P1-ogi"amo
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So.l ,,at:1.o•D by h""i.S""' rl.t:b 

htw c1ghcy•e�.ght �.ambic 1 
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bed boon. 

-- ag5.nne on" C7�ng t:hl' fcr.,zc. ? 
OE �ro d-al:Jer· � t;;ic r.,�JJ,.:tnoss of: th.y cot-rsa? 
$()i.1);' ng :hr.o� � Gi.:i: ;,;0, .'.:bld the t:n:ieht ::tbot*� II' 

Th' ow;;y ·,:.a...\ ).:lll's�c o.: ::[-10 t.imndc.rr.::i.n;} Coi'., 
.• c G . •·· . pi1:n.c.i .• ::.l C S.i m.:l'Z,-l8G b.'m t·riln :, 
�d il,�e,,v�. tll;; ,mH:?.·•:-:1 n1:..lvar:nc �h�.n4. 
Fr ::1 ':�· .o ki\�:.-J: r:.:-.::-i ,�:,11.tcl. ,Jt">t�.ca: ro-o-a� 
t, •. -am.n:- tt o a ..• o,. ,.: "!•·'.. :.'.r.u.'J$e ·be :r. .i?! -m .above i 

"11 n ,i w . i'�:·i:.·nap tl.c igri.•·�, iho · /II 

�h � unho'..,vi 1,. ..1�·�. .. 



c·varl::lt:It::�:v n tv.uc poet af;bet· .han a. £?: i:�c d,y,r.o:i:., Do�u. il. olL�vo ·· n .l.'!o,:th 

C�1:1:.·, l:l.cl·.-:t, :tn 3.1. 1, h� bsz�n cOt!\no "t ria r;>C.':)t·.7 bcf:or\J i10 rn'lG .,M. to t.1.:;·.t:o 

..0een;.1 i1,'!.y:.h:.g hfa,; .:.o •1'i::':!.tisi po r.fo. v.hai; coulu i'.1..:i t.:..:o,� ,;o :in. t; .�..:, ,�h:..i •
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Alas i tm& � I. born for th .. s, 
T.o w-�ru:.· �ht� slav!sb cha�n? 

1Jopr1.v�d of all cr.eoted bliso, 
�hrou,gh hairdahi-i:i:, toil $ £in<, �in? 

• • • ♦ 0 

COill(!:; U.be»:s:y: thoi, :e�rful SOWHi, 
Roll tbrtm$b my 7..av$.shad emr:o; 

Como i, let .J grief in joys �� d t1wec.l, 
.And dr. ve. l!.WIJ,1 my fem.-"'. 

mr.ttcr>.l' s .ose11auemt ad. lonstn are obi',:touo; c· "lY .m'll'J ·hc�s f.rapl:..cit 

iilt al .. hitt poemso Hie. ls t: the eppo9i.te pQle fr.o .. bJ.ac t-Ihon .:toy, ubo 

seldom. eup es:asd pera.oi:u.11 fc ling of. c.ny sort ., 0tcb l€lo�::i ccr. �J!.�llt 

ag .. �not �2: enalwcd r::ta.tG. Ne al o --e £:hat: twr �w •.n ctylo o s�.u�lQ,, 

h1. s � ,<:i?ecb tmeomf)l. ea.tocio Rw ato ohowu the hca,.,"Y .nfl�enco of plan ... 

·: on .�lod1.ea and goop ! b ,o. ll'i ft:c · , :1. • o l-i'ltcwd that can p

er.: of t -f: ·:ma. ·•o b�;:.1 �o ... o.lt.,. .o 1ft t r.u:yl-nntJ� 1 18-.�� 

0:1: i;i:: vare- ��. ntil ·do b .. ,. b�r lifl!ll /IO � VC • d ·o too

" 
.... 

of. ; ..... er.:. t"l!i :o·: .. &Jh,.. :::�.:,1:�10 �QtO'nod �B an o 

Make on o tW ·· · -,nei.:c 'o.:.· yt_) .i t?:f.11 � 
ln a lo ly p . .oin o•:r .c. :loft.-y b.: .• l ; 
n.1�'!.1 t .o. o-n ti':; .1m1Lt.cot !�t:,cr-J'ec,. 3Ill!.(; ? ot ia · .and wh::�·� me1 .. ll: ul® .�. 

6 

0 lt01lt lee :l'.Jr. t" 



nru�_,Q oz- au much cochuic 1 a dU aa PhUli.s ma,�o,�li!J• .,.. y were nl

cxi: •1r:i.toro tmose uozl:. to o aos1ng r.oi;!cc,, JtL,,:,s liodiocu Dell and 

1.u:y art .o · o 

1 



1('-1� �b&t tI1a OQ�O 1.1."!ters <2otf:tn:t.-:e1;r l.-2ck0d.. ky-rt,� )' !.e,r,13r:c:.1.o. ,>

?ibi.,:t.:!or.· 21 Holmes, and 1..o=ll �ex-G ell popular tn-itc£a �d too« i-+©r;:ta,; 

hu� tbotr oott!n.so aac1 ther.llC!a �r43 no i:; .:1:1 l..n.iarieM t'h® tba.t of: tb:il





A critical a.na #yoia of fom.· outat.:md ng poe.tc 

,t1hoae f'Jorl, �s .��pres,ancat.:tvc of too �ntii:e rt-u1,rro 

of !T�gro �:,o-etry 1n too {; mntiai.:b cont:m:/. 

Pct1 taurcnce D.nber ,1072•! 06) 

.ramos el(,km Joru1s111 (l07J. .. 93G) 

Cl�u<14? Le .y (18S9•J.%C) 

1.at GO.tot, ll )ioo ( 902... ) 



PAUL l,,hlt11.l�f!C!! DUNJxli! 
(1372�·1906) 

l'O�T Cl{!' H::S FEOPLB 

l



:,r,-tc 1.t'.'.'is ·<1e:: r;.e aa b� s-oda up '6?ntl dot1n,. day afec;: -.::ty. 'l'lten :i i.n 1c,.,,3, 

wh�u he ha.d ,iltt:empted to publish his .f!ir,si:: VOlt.."me :, !t,_oJ! � .L.�·-, evv..'lry 

PtZhli.Gber be appreache.d refu�ed him� ll1e ftonU., &.; d o hC:¥"1.:l tho f:t.it:.y• 

Gi:t �mG prlv.nttaly pd.nted ad act as tltetr salooman himoelf • 

.a t::i:.ocicd the ate n(:ion of �U.U.am De,�m lZot.:aUr,;, 1h.o !i.»:ot ..1 iull•poge
Y."e .e-1 (llf: it . . Jl��ri::.,�q ,l�eo!J�Y • Th· s · <�v:i . .:icv inc: �>duccd ill ;a t;_ to tho 

:t I') not. rac-..emooz- !T :,l:lv. -o ""ilk108 ,;.ij!!"O, 

a •. leno .. 11 tJ tQ tac UJ.l o 1 demi :!.n v: :rso · er.It of at 
a:..?,, ·h� .,a.mG\ ntoli¾.Dt as l .. �t r ••.. t t!1J 
ru,·· E:h • ono can r.cad hin " · o t:hot!t
foe.1: n. at · . l. J:: mi in'J!l:b; • ,..ioo. 
,;: Cb t 1-0rk lwn h vc nur�s� , u1 

• ';:;II.la 'i; 1� ho • pea · '· ·· �. , 
lur moolf hm n·oto Htora d 
:-�,. .1 y £ng1. ' 01: 
h' . to ur.� t::hc m 
furthe. , ho i , a r.eal . th lr.- bo 
o::- h i:t1cr ho ;: · to:J aac • • • · 

"' ... t"' " h --:onch tfo a: • ""• ¥ l �-

I 

I .xo :,pmak. ·iz of him tlt'J l.l bl�,'.! � tm .!' ia .m�.'1 l · 10 ild 
he • e�ttx1·1!:. c!; iu, a.a a pooi;; b l i;ho I o�!.on. of ,-.ha.t ho 
�� :�.n:;;7.tl ·o 0':'.) ·:ron ... ly for. prooont.: n�rurc ... · J..,.::y. !. 
Jwpe : :1a.vo tlO • !>:atr:iad bi t:oo am.ch, }�Cf'.1,10 � i10 h o 
1,;• .... ·p:i:i:s:id �ic 1> vc--:·y ouch; fo:-: h. o a,1r.:.o .. 1-e:m:c:o er. 
ocr. ·li,,n and not e�ie--.rat,.vo. li 1Lo -i.inm:u iu:uJ. baon 

1:1:..·,.�ten .,y a t-7b:,.tc moo, • GhoaJ.d hi:wc he .-.u a ·g ck oy 
th..... vo v ,nww.1 on (JI.Ulli 'Yl I ohotd.d ht:.v: oa,.d i;h t: ti,. 

J 
r 

t er- tmtld�r!.:ul divi1.nnt. Oi'W. Sttt dlPe t !c;y .:1 ,, U 
o:;presa:. olle. o t' ce-1:· fo f.i"om uithi cbo r.:lC , ':h ,:1 
o. .. t::�m to r.ie it.a; .nU:ely mo a "tla.1,t: •. Mc oo<l �,.gt� ':;L'!il .t ,, •• 
.,,oc th .. a&.! of one blood .-.-ill �iltioao c,f •;• n: p·•�t. .. ,.c 
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··r10 p1:oo:"::' o9- tl1il� Gi.tyl .. Ag '-G £;o .:tt')!Jen;e :t,i ·;;h� {:::":�1, c.21t:1

(me host:.H:tticv and p:-ejudicos. .m:e to ;'an:i.sl · 1,.;. �hem. l

paamo, he was being f'cl.se to bio E'.egro nat:ure. St!�h op1ttiooa es these 

set � ed. teal p:irace®nt th£?.t !a.te:it :reador.s Qf lhmhm: r�ha1: clGs-�ly 

foU.o!!eclo !t led ;� a gre.et dacand for Jb.tnbar 's <bt.:tlect poetry ;:icd 

dumpencd a.ny ntbuaiaom that bad on!sead for bio ·Jr:t.Cing in clclGOk'1l 

EnsU.$h,, 1)1.mbar himself 1Zls '1wnre of: t:hi:J trend nd !.'C8l'Otl�ed I.;:. Yet



t!:!o e··,r1ieir ti]u2;;:·t �•cm. t'!aa Durtbm:-' ru r.101.oulari -�y &ici e_µ�cu Umi teci tc ·
tho J:l0J;s!ot"J 1.n v,n:!eh ho 11 v�-u, 01• :1a 12:.:�s trot'!" ll.rnpcii.'izrurt !;')nOUgh to bo o:.t
:hif;sii•os·c tcct.�y? A. �onclusion c.ui b'.:! ;r<;: '.lelled cmly by ex�1.ning his
nct,ir.:1 -rn•itiu,&s au� evalulilting tbom !)y the C1.i':ttede, t-d ,r,>.:-eof.lat-d' y

.:U.tei·a.ey theo:t,v. To f P..cil!tnte cntie:tom, wo shall eiiploy tho t1. 4"00 
d:t'l7i.ci.ons c�mwnly uaw in tile s·t,i2'1y of D< .. mbc1-r•e wr9.Un.30: (l} .i!)z>ooo 

trorZ: (2) �") in el�$iO £nali:1h (3) P01:!112� i,n dinlect • it:tnOd!ilS 

�:roce W!'it tinge. Hi.'1 fo-_,1r novels £1.Z<.'l e:lpcc:inll,v 1;1,otn·, �lying lUJ.�ly en 

cen·t:2.:r�nt�l.ilty 1,.md mti)lodrMa to hold tbe i�tc.u: at o. tht1il :":"09.<Zoi�. Qadly 

�n�1&a., l'ru.u�� ,rota, a.bout whUo ch1.1raetero in th:r::-eu o;� his 12�1.l.n. fl

:real :0t:ie iiar!'t2':,,yd o� o.� was a �.ff.ioult t ak fo-,: Dt.mbnr; And t ,.a, 

cc.i:ibizioo w.:1.tll J.oos� plot end poor fom> c.Ud not ccnt?•ib11te to hio �tflnc _ 

:ln� no a nwo1.io.t. m.s J.)OZ,Ul.ul'i ty .f> : hort-rotcn:v m•:J. tor. �M m:wb. 

hoi.•JI�to eq�ol to 1s Joer.1n. Tho i:'Jt'OBr\mt-atli)• rGnd1)1• v . .-ould, mos�; .: l:cl;;•, 

di. .r:;1: •. � t11 tln th a viowr,o;b2t. B?�n thow.:b l?unbR.r co.aatructet.1 .h�1:? :1hort

ti.·t:<11 t;loi:t .... ucJ 1conet.'! tOf>'fll'd :real. oti � chti..rnc�tor3. rn1t!oo. -mi..1:ol.'t na.teJ.y 

ior D•iubcir 'm i.·e,P'Ji�11tton os a pro.� Wl'i.ter, such EltorJ.eo VJC!'e too infz·(:"'A'JiUe-.1 �. 
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thn f-Olrn! in t2M.cb wnhaK' wa ttIDot ,:01Iipl<..'¼tely ..i.t: l�.-,�� o Ee by f:ar p:.·.:.­

fer:-ecl �:o wriC:.1 Buch po-oms in class:k Er:r,lisii>CVCii tru:iu_gl! 1'10 :eal:Lz.ed 

th�t. he !!l-Ust Cffililloy dialect; to br.:t1.e rd.SI poems r.c{!._· <· Ne e pr.ooaod his 

rfa oeng of life,, scroooly 1n�oct, 
Hif;b r, D.r.)tl mid t?wn:, a <bcpe,: note .,

J.'rore. acme high peck ., k):F.gh yot r.az:i<H:a
,.

�e vo1.ced the troi."ld • s ttbso1:M.�,.z beat o 

He o�ms of love f,Jhen em:·tb c,a.<J yc�tnfh

And loveD itself, w.:�s in b!& lay� • 
.01,J: ah., t:h3 ·, r!d41 :.t t1.n�1�d t\) p;:�:t. ,JJ

A jingle 1n brol'.£11 "=®f!t! • ., 

This is an example cf Dunbm: • a beat: c.;tdy Ur.i>l'.'ko lt 1a. rela.f.::1.vely

f:reo (Jf too h0a,,y i.nflr.ieac of the �l:l.,m 'om, �tic tr.adit'.ton. the.·� makorl 

OOf.t.. n3.n.,,, • t •H.: "fJVCl 1 tl OJ.'•.l 

.:i crus(; oe b e d end a C.Oit.'tt.: r to ola ... :, 1.u, 
A oim,1te ·o am11e and i?n bour. co ··me · n,

pint of. -'oy co a ;i:;c!-: of t:ir l1hl,:: .,

Ac.cl n:av0r. 1.2 lct,zh b·:1� e_, .. rr.u:ru; r..: mo doab. o; 
Jl.nd th,tt. 'J.G !i:a! 
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/1, ''"':f't-"01' "l,l\1": q £1(',,,ri":1"7-1:'"' •J·•"-1~:'\.o •� · '"'•� , ... ,�.,, 1(', •. �,.,,11,;,,..,,� ., • .._ 
.1,;.,, .,.., .. , ... fo>ti... 1-.�.,.� ,,_,, "'.,., .. .-.. ,.,�� •,,,/, ;.. .. •.- ... 1,.1 :1,:,. !,.•>:.t.>,,s,· _,it'... ,., . ..,.J.,11)(..\ il 

f1Y:ttr1 a :.;,;t::-J .. 1:J t ... t �·/l!,�::'.:.� i:t�-ld !:;.:(:; l:(·-'· t t tu 1-:�:�);"e(-:b tl[i :, 
l111.c.l joy sa€ims Ct-OO<�t:c?·Z' \Jfa:::�:i t�dt·1�fG l�1 rrr:1; ti:i:i:0,�;" ., 

., 

i.1n�-=: a m�!ll'l 1. f.J tho flnr.,�;t {d to:O • .:: /o�: :1 t::1i:;�ter · 
,'.•""• I" .• �, ,.t-,,.,. •,Lo 'Le:,�,,,,,'.',. 
•"-ti,j. &.,,Uj-c,:,1,p •-iCI ,,;r,�,r..,r_,;.:, 

�.�b�t�j•,rc.u- ,� po�m �chi,i.\r,?o 90�.nr-tanizy ox- .:n::c .. :ui:tty c;: v-J,b:,:-u1.t: r,:o��,,.m:1 .�c,2:·::.on . 
. ,



t.,a wear tile tuask eltac tdns ..-ind Hes :,

I� bi\.'k�a. oui- cheeks and shf.l.dcs om ... "2,Y"M..; .,, -­

'll1 $ d�bc we pay co Jn:ma.n guUe; 
H':tth tern a�d bl• eding beat>t:s t-K� mru le, 
.Ar.ld mouth t::ith :.=.,,yd.ad Gtl.btlot!t,ia. 

Hhy ehould the W!."1..d oo over .. w!se.,, 
:in couut:!ng all o-..u- iem-s c ·cl oigba? 
�iay, J.et tbem olllJ.y sea m. 1 :1bifa 
ij'e t.z.z)or taa mnGk .. 

(<Ye Sl'.P.:U.e., but,. O g11."eat Cm:ist, ou:· c::feo 
To t;it(�e fr0ta to::;;-turod sotd.s ,!arl.Geo 
,Je sl1.;;1.g, bt,t oh i;he cl.a.y l.s tt'Le 
Denea�h cur feet ., t.md :ong tb0 rnUe; 
&,.u: let the t�odd .Si:e� othei-t:7! ·e, 

We wem: bo mot! 

Thlto po. m� :!n its r.�:;:eGontac:<1on oz too vei:"y , i)[?tbo of ITi:!3J:O persona.lit;, 

! zar 1.1pierior. to r.tioro for.ma! poeiJ:,o by Dunbar t:hac t.oko Che r.ac,?

10:�o me.m-Jin$ft.d,ly, t 1 . ho wrote m,�cmvc:touol:r mid ,�;i:::-..onaUy � 

on G'Jery R,and in thl:.. .'air fond, 
Froud t.:b ope ti, Ol.'Jat" ·by cbUdt· .n I!,·"'·,.
�0ai'1� c · c. r fo .r..--elt' n �P.5bbl)1·; 
The fo��eot3 f!o bof.,, i:'I ·b.):1.l' ,,e:M:olte:i

?.11oi� ·�,2P.1 r ring$ boiA fo�
J
es smolro,•· 

tiioy s ·;b: ··e-• hone � !ab(J n:·. 

thr.oanl .oc:e .. 11,:d ,mpa:r.ianc • a on tho •1ito.?.o, .M.a 'le · · xo; fu� bl) �:O.<l 

oab:1.M.t .sree.tar n.nst'.iZlr.y of to¢hn q �10 .and £1t!b jcct ,mlr.� ,:.;: :�� l '1.o .. a ·1�� 

'l 



f.lt:al.;;ed� 'i,f hi� Hlii:e:ca.z-�r�' poe.ms irn� i".le..-.:n vr.ii;(:eil b,v a t.h•:,,.,,,,_ .... 0,,,. ·, ., ✓ J ,u.-1,.,� i,.J . t.,;,;, I, .. :,, �il�-:-

l't:ou! d h!S!.ve ,:-ec.ei•1ctt :U.tt!e Bpec·· a� nodceo i:-:.o:n: of t.he:L nov .. �lty J.r.y :is.t 

T.!1esc arcula �se of «m �nu�rv.a! �u.·t. for.m; the::y ,�ec octcd the color.fa,! ahl!i! 

of a oogrr.e.ri:.f:: o2 .&.mezicn. 'ia r .. opul.'.lr.:i,ou; tht�y t1e;..·e, ,n;:,o\.�e ,;;tll :, pot;:, a dm.t 

accept. Dtmhai- .ns an dmorie.:m pt:Jeto lt t:iou1d,- how.e;,er, aecepi: him a.nu

pira.i.�.e bim a .. <-J a Ntigro poeto '!'hua:, ve>:M 1.n clialec,: beci�aa Du ibar 'a 

1.m�i.�ua contr2.b1i1tltrm �o ht1�ric.2n J:· titn:at,J,('C a !t oz,uned the f:Jt1:y :fo.: a 

rJ.ogi:o to e�E;li!l:" �lk1 f�-�ld of «'li:t:io fP;-:ov:t;ag tho i• the race m�o no� culturaU; 

;;:,.(I ,J '..ho. very b ::;iru.li,n;5.. "rh ?.1�oc of majoit ,.ropo .. :·trn:i.c,-.i: nan �1c,1.t:·.!l\3

tr.�.�h t:ha ne:J.?.O ste&" 1ot.:yp.:? ac�oc d 07 nm:·z-1. s amJ P'ag1i. � Thi ; t·1tlO :�h i 

p1ckt!,:e, ,-:!ad on.a h.:lrd ··o .U.v� dowao i.Ji..mbait unc.!ov..bi;,_tlJ.y :i:,;;.a:· 1��ccl t t 

t:r.�l:·�� tx,1:·e OE}cm to him ·,t,,o t-J,"Jya of cor:1bat1.ng tM.o at<a:. 't=.ot:i,•,.1,: {l} 

to 6.my it� e:ntl::ely, o .• (2) �o J,:roa.cbn tM.s �i.cC. ,re aml doep,en it �l.tu 

a 



-, . 
... 



i:ruz· !Zdm aud st:iHf.;.J. 1?h1:.:.s1�0 :, 
l do not keez,· .a jot;

r'.".!.'a.Ji.n te tho wo�un done :; bu·· foei.:.ti1 ts
Th<lt tech the '•em:kx· :i!pot o 

Ant ·�Iiac c :,, jest :,;:!ly 'i: love b�i.m,, ....
Mhy., he �o grtt D\;;lch human fee.Un a : 

A e :.h� ev � ;;;y oon;,; he r_;-J. VGCJ. t?S > 
You lt:!n see :i.t c:r�,;:pJ.� t =-- rii:eal:tn �. 

'I!�l."ou�ll tbr, coi·c t�f! tc.�.r.t; go ·l"::.dJj,,.,, r 0 

nu · &:he edf;,;.) ::.o t1:igl':t .rod oraUey; 
:C ,ever ca.; ;;1 poe!;. 
W� t:hat peer; Hilitcm b l�.foy. 7 

M1!g�o '-'1..-V.a.1.ect ,, »u.nhar £:hen c :a .. 1ted htc o•rW!o H<il r.ejc.f!t<ad p,tev.9.c.ua �tt�>.:c

rJ.G.;;k{ .:.1!mo-a� rn:i.t1.1tolli.,.ibJ.e by I)-00:t spe.lH.nz,. .:m(! 'I-: :i.i�a t� >.�v CC!t' 0" .l\c<• i"l ., ,::, r �l o.U.::.J� •• y
,), 

Danhru: 1 .. n h�.!ii poems set the 0i·uloE.'lu for <lJ...:tlcct s� .• l:ing tbr.it ha.vc.., becta
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po�ms i:r:1 other.· poet::::. She clm:mred for the f.oU·sy pictures of Negr.o life 

in di,-i1ect, for .a lon5 time ttlrnost c<.mipletely :Lgnoic1ng m.1,y of hi.s other 

�nr:Lt:i..ug� fEm: • u.ch a • tucly i:equ:l.ree cri.ter.:i.ll so di "fo;�;ent f:mm that rd1.•

cJr.;'utiy ou 1 !IU:1.t dllt io;.s��� ,:h;�) r.,.ic/·· .. 
.Put c n ; ,11u..,:f.,; b:v.)!� .:,:-1 ./; 

, ,. 1 '! \� l1· •,n"' 1 ·\"'f.f.,I /' �'t:�a,i; ft, 1.:,(.! )lt-1� ___ ,,...1.;;., "'- .. :, ,.�.- � 
p;_; .?OU p:c�Ctl\.CI� i:t:cH r )j' ,:ff:. J.'1.",l'.')' 

• i t . ··•· � L. i . ., .,,,\·n l '·'I"', .. ,''{.:\, I ;:ov ,:, .. ,.,.n " i,._,_ ... ., , ...... •.. ,. 1. , •• ,. • 
1:-,".:?t; ,.�c (Jrtet; cli::it. ... :a:, 1 1:r; .. ,:,,� ��· !. c;n 

r: c •.n ,11::1 k.'..�:.-.:h(.:.. to ch !.< .. :; t 1oorJfl 
r,iJ::<.!il ?·W:U.1!!ly t.;-J.;: go. 

. . . 

,>;.., r .. ·ro1 I Y!�V.:.'J.,l. l.tc' . .C' . .l 1_,,1r,!J1Li:'('7:< �-: .... .i. �-- .� .. , J 

::.� .. •-'��t',.Ot�-:\ �r,i,I :t t<�lt .t'�· �,,-� ,:; �ooa ! 

Loo!.: hyc.-:,i.'.,� .:1.L,1,' t JO', j i::·(._n ·, hem•�,, . 
' :·.'.:,:11, yo•..: don 1 :� !:non ul at yotJ. 100 • 

1 'o•J;3ht ,.;, .. hy2&a c>:tt: �_sfl1- o----:-;D' bl..7.:.' , 
. ' ,. 1 :i.s ··n' ,,j I AJ. "" l 1'·h•l•-,,rt/3 ;.r.o� ... ..! .. i:S, C:.1 t� , (� (.,,�M•• �· �i,•..r.hl."):.))

rcinh ,.: .J' 'l,ot,f:. Dll 1 'h:'-.(krn de_)t .r.m�en 
r·1Ewn i•Zci1. :1.1� y ni -rss.

. . . 
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Oh, h'tt' s OW<r.:©t;;}h 6nt.'l de rn .. rntc 

Of au edicat�d bt.(Jnd; 
�' hl t.; s dell!nti1c. clr:in de bi':'lt tlr.� 1 s 

Song o'tri�rnph in rle lan'. 
lt �oems hoH.eir den. t!!>1an:i.n' 

Hlu,n da molemn chu'eh bell �·ings, 
E� l sit an' cs «mly E.fat:ea 

While i1�1iady 6'1�g.!l.�,o 



�1CtJ·,1.:t::-. to ��<') 1· pc1J.lf!t sio�AJ ·· ,.�o to· J·? t t�(;S �.
WiLsht yoi, c.ot ld tel :lu.a 1:�1,'.\0-t., !::!tH,"J c:1 ! c:lE!,�.i:. ,;}d.es; 

B'. sht JOH co.i.ld St;.y Jen' a_i�hU<l Ol'l my 9¼"e�,s 1

-·� 

Little ln·arn.1 hHhy �1� Bpo'�lJ.n a cy,�:;! 1P' 

:B�c.nuce X , • .::� 1 0·1e<'1 eo ,.\:,,1pLr, 
Mncl::'ltWr..� :<.. h,:d lov{,r1 110 1'rn)1� 

f;od in b:i.s �i;:e.,. t; c�o,)1�!-:lr:�.d.or� 
it;;ct11e �lt!. the �1.;:t oi: snng. 

B�cOll.!0€.! :·: fanvc Jc.rt1i:1d 01:, ·.;iJ 1.u:;_7 
1 

An<l simg t'd.th such '-i,:,1 t�:.ii::b?, lnr�liltl1., 
T!1e Mr;i;:1t;�-r :b1 .lnf::Ln:!.►c me:r•�,. 

( • .,.i.:,..,.-,- "'1·11> .""'0"' .,� ''JC"t·"' t(l ,,.,,.._"'- 1;: ..,_ ,., (... J .. ,., !',...�,. i,J. \\Jt ,L ,.:.i i:.;, • 
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hey t5ere not the ones h.e W0uld h.:we chosen, to ll:'ei:lcb the public with. 

9�1hr.cn 1:111. io done, s.ly not my ,foy io o ier, 
.4 1cl tb." t t.ht'o� n:t h. I .ek ll df.1l\'m'.'.'.J:' shore; 
�,.i'J i:·atbe:r tl ot rJY m. h ju�,t b:.3.,;n---
! �r-e the f1aun :ind not o s tUng :.� n,

�hcri all io ono • 1• 



;--;t,uul 
1.i"\')l.?'k, 

;.!. 
�l!bid c t 
-

5,;. <; cl �!!�.·' 

G •• 1 • -
. ll'. ;J� (.A • 0 ... �---...... 

,.. . 

� ..,.. \ :l �.J..·•

p. 

p. '11..

s; • -16 ..

p. �;? ..

l.O -�:�.' • p. l.OS. 

. ::lon,jC!!ilC� n .. mi>:to-u' r:tegro !iht1lder� t"illd . .:Oi:'0.0S {C'llnp.3J. EH. • l · 37) t p. :1..(t·i • ., ....,.....,.,.._...,. _.._....._......,._ -- ..... --�



BOOKS BY PAUL l.AUREtliCE DUNMR 

IU .. US'I'MTED 110'.i..Ul'Ui:S OF roEMS: 



,;.&�SES WEr.,OOl� JOHNSON 
(1871-1931.1) 

BlU.i!GE '1'0 Tk!B REID1ISSANC.m 

01cnt:s � Johiu;on cl;::d .. med that much. of. M.$ suc,.:;on$ w.:is due t.o the :i.11.Hucnce 

:b,tez-est:ed l;.,1 books; and both heit' sons soon fo11ovJ·ecl hor in he;: tf.lDtem. 

,Johnson I s rc::,i:::he:c never nttendecl D<:.hool, but he t.augh:· hi!nself Span:l.s'h 

1 



gr<:!.:it :tn:Huence on both Jame.fl \1eh101l Jo"tmnon a,id hi@ b1:othcr, Rooa:oond. 

2 



the only co:rur,.1en1: he c.tin mse1ke concerning the w:r.·1.t:i:ng of Cbis nong :1.s 

t:h•c.'1¢• ,� ' t. •·h � ('J. -·""'"' ••• w� wrote Or:! t:.e,: r:. m,. we tm.o·o. · 

Gou o ,, our ,1eary yenrs � 
God oi ou� silent ea�o� 
Tho1,1 uho h,1:;t hroughJ; us t ,us fen.· on cm:;.• l·:r.1.7, 
'lh.01J wti.c ,i.:-s.: by ·ray might 
Led ,i;; i�'l to �he l ·1 gh t, 
J.toep ,.�s ;i:o}:c,rer- in tho pQJth, ue r.ny; 
l:e;::.it ,:;,:1z- feet strzy from tb.ie p1.t:1C a. ov.t· Gor.i� 'il1b0re \4/0 met: the�, ·� 
l,e:::rt: Ol\!t hu.:.,;:t0 td:i::un:.-; 1:-� l:h tI."' �-d.ut! of the ,·Jor.ld, w� ft1it;�ot l'i.1<'.\c, •• •· 
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.1:.1e:fo,Jt1:� ! h�,.1 go!!.e ve�y :for ,�-1 l:h Lhc tm..:k., :r.,.,.lV.::ed 
th.a· c.•�d a boo"!:. :, L .:,�. tg tl':.Gl ;:lrst o..: :1at:J ld. d,. m,t,ld "b •• 
,:mt:i.r.ely ii.10�, id. of '·" be.cl:r.grocnu.. i:

1.,u.,.1:1.ca .ui:. l\. 1hoJ.e 
t• 0':3 v.•� Dm) .. ::v.- � k•.t :lt tr•:. p:r,i�t:i. �-:·iU.; un isn :4:J: tbtii: t!· ·: : 

tJ::l!'."C m.::.-;h i; "l'.!.ugs (!:S �Cfll'O i,)i)CtG ll,!d l'lq,� �,� poet:ity. no 
! d,;;c"d:(}1..\ to •-1.-::.;;:G -nn introC:uct!o •• ; r. cl the .• ui.: �<llc'luct:l :m.
d·,1v<:!10!?•:-;;d :'i.:nto � ':ot.:t::r•t\>J.O P<JC c::.::)ny <J. a1.'ho c·:cni.::� . .r11�
l�er::it�o r:rf d:.tc 1::'-e3i:"o "�1 I:n e;l�r.-:t ,2 c €Kty X c nlle1,l l',t;tentto .. �
t the ;.Wior�.c-�n f.i.;;;gi:o .as a folk :ird.;Jt � mui i•oin�;�d O\llC
'lis vi t,,1. cm.i:i:Ujcttmia, 1:lo orn:h :.• ··o om: n.:1.r.::1.on.al �•i .t. ,.:c.
121 it 1 .al.;;.o uide , i.ief SW':':ey o1 Ucgr.o 9" ,,:tr.y, l
b�ez,._ i.th . t:LU:i, s �r.1.e.:1r:.h.y, ., • • c. .d toucha ' CI�. the c:100,�
mi.grdLficent H r.· t i'::o:n .$ti.mg the. thi.r.t:;;w, do t'.r!g_o pooto
�=••f,; ..,,.., •�-o- �-... d r�i-l.._,. .. , 3,__.\;.i� .. ,--� J.a;,-t., c. .. -i. N�J�1.. .. l'I. o 
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Sc�euo 1�:: to w.: de otm�G do.� te shine ::io b .. : .�hi:�, 
:icc.m1 l::1t, to me ,rfo s�m �.!one or.is hi.o U.it t; �

,1cQmo Iak to !.'!l� 1sr t 3 U} ·b:i..i ... ' 0oin tt �.3,it :,. 

Settee you want:. o..w:.ry., 
0 0 -:., 

s 



Seems lak �o me I jE.!s can I t l1e ep tnt:; a1�1,, 

Seems lnk ..:o me me th ioat i;eepi:; g:ltdn. r dzy. 
Se�u.s l.n � tt> 1G1.? a to.rut st!lJro in. 11'1.a eye, 

S1:mcc yot.i V.:?Bt ,m-my •1}
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O bltilu!,;. w.oi untmo'i'ffl l.tm,1�3 of lO'.';tg oio 
n:ov, coma yO\U.' Ups to touc!i th� slhcrstl f:.l,ro? 
llc,v, > in ycmr darkt\es,3 r di�. yo\l come to knou 
Ttae powor �.nd b�auty of the a"\.notrel tr1 lyre? 
\'!ho first from midst his ooudr.; li:itod his eyoo? 
W':10 �:?1.$\'�ri: i:rom the still natc:Ji, lan" ::i�d 1.or.g, 
t:.'e:.l�.n:1 the and.ant f d th Ol; pzophots ?.'.J..ae 
m. thin h· G rls,.1•l,-k3pt SO'i.d. , '}tu•at into 60!1i•?ti

t,:mctltor quite 'i:bm,�ht ... pl'ffli•olci.�r; tlin(lf;l fTrn thG- volu;r.:o !C:i:� .!29!':!!

".ml} (lthe)J;" Pcemm �.s 11'1l.4he White Wlltcil." :·n ti:V,;, form cf n ocmi-:it"ri,'0nt ) 
--- .,,._,'--........... ______ .,., __ 

o -o.n.,,.,..;t&ol"s mt.no , taw.o c�l"o: "i"i.'.;: , �a1.� �
'l'JlO (il.,'!JCt w'�ito ·:r:.1.-�:cll � .. ;l(;(}Q C-1.lt t0-'3i3'h:i:.
0 :itOlSt;-';filr.> brother;.; :, n , bi:n:i'l'i!!' . !
Loo!- not upon her ha .. ut�, ,)l'i(;l:t ;
�•or in ··,ell' e;l�i.ico tb.<:�l"o :?.a .i om,.2:e,
li.n( .:!.n ho tJ ,lUO ti10:ra �'.f,S e M.1 ··ht , ()



•1)d '1.;; 'i'i•'-ifil°be:1.1<?-!}: Ba•,,,w.1 I:rca.1.� 80 •• oom:: !n l'orse. Jot is< 1 na it!•ovi UDJ.
_....,._ -.-..,..,,.,,. .......... � .....-- _..,..,...,..,......�,. �_.....,_,_....._ ..._ � ... -
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fron1 prea.clwr to prea.ch�r and locality to loca.J. .. it',f,, Ei::amples of ·these 

,:.rere the "'Valley of the Dry .Bcnesit sermon� 'l::.aldng Ez�ld.ul 37 as tk',;g te--..rt;, t.ho 

11T:i."a.i?l Ser:mon11; t,he "He8.venl,y l'Jlarchn sermon,; and :f.'inal.1,y, ti. ser.--illon covering 

t.he imole BibJ.e from t,h.e Cre&tion to th.1� JndP.)!Wnt Day" It w.� such as 

theso tlm:l; 1..fo.h1'.l..�Ol'l. 'i..m.nted to preser,ra ru.ld ·to raise to the st,�..:ad&'d of arto 

efob-,1son $\J.so :i:>ea1.:i.zed t,h�t th9 oJ.a .... time t�egro prea.ch,�r 't<>°lW looked 

\-a;p0;."'l by most, people a.s a. semi-comic figure ti and ha tiruited to ehanga th:i..o 

rniscre1eept:i.on.. In actuality !J the praache:.'.' Has a vital in.t'lu.enee among 

the people of his race; h0 was t,he ir.ainsprinz of ho� and. :i.nr1pb."a.i,i1:>no 

Genera.tl.v su.perior in intel.1:lgence,, he o:f't,0n coI!ml..itt.G.d large pm.•tions of 

·the Bible -'co mi..�ory,'., He -would balk no te.�t: 11Bxot.hars md siate!'8 ., th1 ..c;i

mon:d.ng - I intend to· explain th.a -u.n0::-.=plrd.nable ........ f:lnd.. ou.t the ux'0,.afim1ble 

pr.1.t1.dm• over the imponderable ...... and unscr�,1; the :i.I'1scrutableo"6 The Negro

pr�'lehar 1;ras cit1 01�ator t�nd �n .;:,.ci:.or... Ho dep�nded 011 a pt·oe�orJiol! of 

reythr,1i(� TirOi.•d.s to mo?e i-rua.ienoas t.o ectasy,; h,� cotud. modulat0 h.1.s lroiee 

from. a 'Mh:i.sp3r to :::i.. thund0r�lapo l·Jhen h� r�a.ehod. 1;h.e pCJint, ·Ui.al:. he h8Cl 

o.-mpt� nwJ.y bot.h h:l.t:1 hae.,.,.�r.a and h:iDiself, h:.i.a. langu.age bec�i:i?.<59 nnrnh mo.t 

Hl<"zJ:··J��r postry- tha:n. pr()seo Thif.• Ut':1,:3 ·U1.e 1ang"tmge .a:m:l Qr.12ttox-:tcsJ. qm,J.it:r 

that cfohtwon 't'mntE;d to x•eprosent.o 

n.um Johnson fa.cod the proble n of Negro d:i.ru..ecto ��hi.e,; 1muld �ic -m

to bo the proper iH:id:.!.mn fo:r• the s0r1aons, btt>-� Johnson $t@:oos 1.n his Intro•-· 

d.itet:lf-'n ·!, o reascm.s wr.ry he did not u.so itc (1) DirJ.oct, h:mdo itBolf. 

01tly to limited emotio11el expreas:5.on,, 0-Jlly h:umo;:> &nd pat.hos cn.n b<J :t t'llly 

:,�cpreeented throu.gh :l.to Johnso:o. w:i.ahed thet,l� acrm.onti to r.;:bro t.he effect 

of ,'l trr.,mbone --- at"1 inst,x-ument h.9.vj_,'lg the pcr.rer to e�•;:preae all emotio1-m 

encoT<1I')::> . ..«.IBetl by ijhe humlm vo:i .. ce, but, is:ith grca.ter ampl:l.tude (thus the 
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i.1..cm.n,•ill,y used diuloet:, ooua.1.ly atepped ou.t from it,s nar:rcm CO't'lf :i.P.es uhcn 

To tho t1!'ittng o.f' the sermons themsel:iJ'<-)S; Joh.").son tr:l..ed i;0 :i.ndicate 

:tmport.ant as tho G.;ir.mon :ltseli\. for ii::, set the stag�� so to �pegkt> for 

t,he sermon.. Johnson regr3tted that the at,mosphere itself .i. �-.he pet'so:cmli·' :y 

of' ·th� pl"eaoher, the se,:-mon intonatio:ri, and th� syncopatio."l o:t ape:zoh 

:::mist ne<.!easarily remain abse11t from the eei'lUOn-poema� Yet tho read.er 

u::l:Gh e:ey- degree of s.ansit:i.v:i.iy must sense ·i;h.a.t hare Johnson has er�?l'.tedr,, 

·t:rhlch present& vivicUy a ch:L'ld..,J.:Um

10 



Pc}lcl G .1c{ r..: .:t tl : tl!o down , �,c.t;;:( , ro cJ'11:;n , 
Go dO'.':'U to :3&.V!:'li'U1M, Go,,1y;,.�� 
Dorm. � l'L'�mCEr.iw, 
l.-ID«i .1:ru� Sis'te3" C�oU.no. 
She, 1 s oo:::-.i1e thri burde1.2 �oJ. b.ef.l?, et the {;�tty , 
f.i!t<'b"s !cbo:i:a"' ltm8 in roar vtneyo.ro, 
And she i � t!�oo --
m1o'n ner,. � n-

c� dew.ii! B.)�t� 1 and i>i�:tllo.; hal' to mo.� 

en Cml va:r·y , cu Cr .. ·i;u,"Y i 

?�ey c1·uci"'ic msr Joe· n. 
'l'hoy nnilCrd hi�ta to tb.� c .. ml ti"Oe, 
.1�'1 t.'10 hai,ml-Cl' ! 
'i:"i:i • !latllme r. ! 
'l'i�tn hw:: ,-.: ! 
!'.C'.O:P U :t.'O-.l!···h J1"'7.'J: ::icl�ll,: 6.. r,rtr.eo .. :o � 
m1.� hwt .. 1'?:E\ ! 
'!'ihe he.tm,,es� ! 
:,rc.o 1aat:.itic:r ! 
&..··,n� tb:01,rJ:; ;;;,:: . us,; 1"' � c r; :.�·eoil:� • 

t)h � :£ t 1���t.:-.�.a, 7.r,Jm I · �,.1bl.? t 

I·, curn;0r.. r.r..� -�;<> ta·�m)lo, t ::-,'.,�i:ri,!o 6 

·:atm:: i t:r,1.;:.l'.J. , i10•:1 �c!.::�.r. .i rliot�;
1:::i - .:.i '.jl t ··o z.•i;coir; f'Jil: t;::::J. ·v ,;'jr':
·.:.G�"l �:,'G(!JUO cii:i.�(2 ;;:c .,,_, s:1.�.U.".'.",l'c.:, 

,_,,: • ,, ..,.,,.- "I ·l ,.,.. 'Ir""'' . .,,,., )v,. 19_l,.&t,� •• il y .... ,-j ..... ,._l".;i\.,F ,,/ VU. .... i,.,.1 I .,.,_ • 
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O JI,oz::f, .ve � this moming 
mwe-bowod and body-boot 
60£oro thy tb�o of gra�� 
o Lortl -- this ao:m1ng ... -
Bow our he..<trts bf-JnQatb. our knees ,
And cu.. moos in saiiw looesomQ valley.
rJi.i, et:,mG thio lili)rn!ng •·-
Li� empty 1ntohe.re to a full to>�"tt.sl-\n,
With no r:ieritri1 o:.! our own.
0 lw.ol'd --- open up , .:iuo!mv of tv�r:i,�n t 

.Ans:t le;:.� ouf; far ove:ir tl\e b,.-..ttlo:J£..,,.,t5i o£ cr:tory:
P�!!d U.:3t�t this �"Ol·ID.n5'.

w:i..-'d, ll.lt-. ·a r.w.1'Cyon � roi.�d m1t1 (i.ying t��.nne.:.� 
S:i.nne,;-s ht"lilQ;:i.nr; ov�r t�i.e Mcuih o-I: boll , 
\'Jho s�m tei :1 O'l7e thoir ci:.tatr.ince -cr_.;ill • 
i.:Ol,, _ _., ride l@y thin m.Ol'ltill?.J 
;?.omit .ro .. 'l.i." m:i'.Ur.-nhi te bo . -9. 
t-: a 1.""!d'l-l .. ,C!. tt!is �om:l.ne --, 
h.tt1 i� yo:.i!' i'i�o, rid0 hy oJ.11 i�eu. ,
f,.i.l{.;?. by tho ai:n�;.7 e:atos o:� hoJ.l ,
t.n:d �top vat)r. e :·�1:.llfils.•� :3.n \:h-r,;t.�· b.ee.�.looc; pl uceo.

tr:. now > () K,01.-d r th.is rfl.M-\ o"1. �d r
'f1FJi.o �'1i ·cv.k::z t�.:o orea.d of Hf'"' tll�.:::. i>10R•nin� -­
�bool'Y,1 him �.Jol 'ti.>.e ltoll�.;.i of i y i'lf\lld > 
P.iad. �WGP !1.?.i<l out of the " llf,1UOt o-Z the d<lvil • 
T�1l1.0 b:tm. }:.Ord -q• ·tilts mtn·�t. ug •--
Waaa h:lm wit th :aysnop iv.oi. cie ru.-u:l �)t\ t t 

moi:l;.;i; .: ... ur, �ct d ·aJ.n ir..'.I d ::r o:l oiu . 
!),ii.1. .'d0 Cm" to the i�.$d0:.'l•-post, 
AIM� wa�:€' is woi:-ko sl.eclec- b.t"Jrn 0;.•o of t:r."Uv.:h. -��· 
r,i,�atii.ig cat tbe 1:{'00 he,ll1·t o:e a:l.n. 



p_·�t :,is ::!t� t, . ., �::_.a, tc,..1�=.v.�� .. �.,.::: (l::: --_./'·t!.·n.�::·;:,, 
ftll�� .. C",; Jl;•.m l�ok 'Jf;i .. 1 thl) pn.�o.t,. vLJ��"�·� �=.: t.!.:•�:.'•
J.i..Ol"'t4 J t��·�:�).\'t1lr�t} r,·1:; i .. �1�gi01i·i:;.-:.::? .. �,� l· 
�trt po.·>��OZttr�:i &2,:Jt:1.cn tn [.a:tti e;·\·w•f;.,!> 1 

.. ?17►:i �lr!t .. ?rt.11 oX tli,r, "'\�rt�ru;.,�"t�, a2 t��.�• �.(r:.1�1.'.� • 

l,n. : .• l.lt; i..::..-.: s,J.l eve;� tiUb tho <rl'}. 01/. ·(.i)J i!:iP .. 1'7,X�:•'•:,'
�'.'.nd oci h.� . .:; ?;c:.,i;-;uo o-.i :�:1.:i.'') •

f::a,.� r\C:7, Cl !4-0!',1 --
t1�1e� �-' ,.: 0 rJ\;�"-;.� ·���1:.�11:.� ::1�1 1n.ot (;.,].&') ff)): not"js'(}:7 -·� 
:';,: ... �n • t��" �"'!On �, .. :· .. �'.c '� < :;;:�';:1 "'!·�:nfJ 1, 1t n c-!�::t 7;.t.; c�f �Yl ::. -·· 
m►c.:1 ? 'm t1�n== t:�a'tre-llin� "'�' ·tilo �-�?�}a :�11,10 o:�? ,;;1,� :-i:ri .. u�J. in «'I • 

0 _._. :£l,,,V, '0 C �� .. ,j-'" --
'f:l::. �-!J. it ste-t ,;Jo�M 'i.:lto ::r�cn\l- �tnd sl:i.p_�;.}�:J ,:it .. .:z;.� J'? :J.,:::ntl;. 
l.f.:!·1-� 1.:h:i.3 old ,;, >.r-),d h�,�:i.�n to l'O•� .. : r:c:a:�i�t:1 Dli" :Zee;; •· •
tr:lJj(.)l' �a to ir;;y du-t:,, e; 'J.f(l':.: :\:1 l�$s��s.
'it'ib w.::,.tt g�:e_• -�ut 5.r...,et cit tin' up �:10-.<-' ... :ln::; fJ.,o;1,P.

i' ,:,"'1.,,-,..;l 
,..,.�••f •I I 

l" u 



�Jic�e \"i0ldon J'ohns6'.l, !!!. � s! �e�i�_!!! �!2 ��o/• (t:fa\V. �o:r!i� i,93J.)I' 
P.JJ> • lPcS-23,. 

5;,.�!U°ot Jut;.t �1tci-1er, 1'he t,egJtO in mne�d.ce.n Mtuwo (� 1:ork, 19.56), 
� �j ......... .,..,., ... � ............ __ 

p. 100.

6 Johnson, "rh� JSook of £iii:e�1can. Mettro loatr.v, p � i.22 • 
......,...._�......,. ••-•-b .111_,.,...,.��.,... 





CLAUDE I•lGKAY. 
(JL889=19h8) 

VOICE OF PASSim1 

clt:.ila no exe.niptio:. .. o Be.fore the Civil Wa.. :, unu.. .foi· soine yero:s a.f.t,&:i.· :I:i;,� 

opM:r.u:i.sm t-101.'e too .. e!J"!\otos ot both poetry ru.1d pro;:.e;. beauty ... 1r.1d �ood­

n�s t1ere co.n3iderscl ·-o be the values inhm.•ent i.?l good llter·at,i.:ire .. , 

:il.1dus·tr:i.aliza:t.ion and m?bmrlzation led the uay ·wr:ra.Td s�citl ·aa}j c:m; 

J.H,era:Gurao 

::;c_:,by ·-m:3 appz-,op.L·:J..z.t,ely accompanied by 0.X..i")er·ira.antatio.-::t :i..n tcchnic uo; 

l



-;:Jo:d•:s as Fa.vJJmer is 1'iJo Sonne and ti:1.e ift'D'.'y 2i'l.1. Eliot. 's Th-;:"J �ia.ste Larv.:l<--
� -�t;t,llt ---- ... �'Wll;L,!15'> """"'-o!ta.:O:.n> _,..., ��;;;ar,:i- ..,._,Z;f'l"fY\><•� 

comp3.er.ely losto 'liJ:ithoui;. doubt,1, this pe1:·iod. o:? Ar-rakoning i:n 1\me:t"ic:. 1

l:i.te.'.l�,,.tu.r.0 affect ,,d the course of .futm•e }.:l:i;ornry work :ln this co;.111try <> 

nf Negro di,�.lect c\.:J ;1 poet,ic ·11eh:l.nle;. .tJ.a:tn Loctre �nte:r ent,ored J.t ,2s

2 



We younger Negro arl:i.sts who create now in"i:;e11d. to 
e:.t_prasa our individnal. dark-sk:in.ned t,elvos withO\i.t f@tv.r 
ox- shame., If t-n'l...ite peopl� ar3 pl0Eia0d wo arc glado I.f 
they are not., it doesn ° ·� matt.ero We In1.<10· tie ar� bcau:w.fu1.) 
Ami ugly-21 too., If colored peopl':l a.I'<l plc�sed fe az,a glado 
If thoy are not., the:b· displeasure doosn °t matte:r. eiths�'o 
We °b'J.:lld ov..r tempJ.es fo:t> t,on.orro:r, strong as we k.1.,ow how, 
and we fta.nd on the t,op of ·�h<a mount,ain, .i'-1.'ee irJ.th:L.ll our­
selveso 

found to be Cl.aude 1-lcKay' So McKay wae no1:, born in the States and pl>o­

bably never became a citizen; yet., in him lll"8 have our most v.i.gorous 

or-1 tic of d�ocraoy and our most contemptuous v:t1':i!W'{1r of Amert ca• s 

t:r.e2t.r:1Gnt o.f t,he Negroo Gan ue tru.th.ruJJ...y classify McKay a-s an Amsr:.lcan 

3 



t·&, f it:·i:,ri: ·i;oo!�:J Cl ;:;oD.gJ ox. J2.m..�j�t;!L 8.'n.ci 
<# •----�-... - -- _....r, •... ,-., ___ .� 

r; r:.�1t, 9.) Bal.1. ·,ic\s, . ., 'i.J8r0 p':l.b. ish!?.d Hhile he tm.s w..:i:d::ing �-r.i:c;h the J.,i'Jr1:::ik:> . 
. ... ,...c..--. ....... �.Jl1'��.;:!-r •• .,1,;. 

pacv.liar combil1ation 0:f rough passic:m .;-.nd t<"'.nder ly:r:i.cism uas uppcarirJ.�" 

The yer)�· 1912 found !foK�f in lirGGrica to ntud,.y se:i.rcmi..if:l.c fl'l:r1r:.ing, 

�2Jc.� 1:;t:t the fonn of a .Jorld metropolis; lllnd. he wao c,>inpletely cap•;;,.:i;w.?:i;ad. 

.Je.m�ca� and he bega�1 o look upon him:ieli' primarilt a:; ::, ,. oct,., H� 

.. :.m:uli .. hed. several poems in magt�zinl3s :i.n this count.r.r un , rhUe in 

L J . ., Richsrcls .. 

in the! 
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Negro Renaisac-mae, a.n.d for.· his most; po;:5ex-..?ul vo1i.w«,� 

Ue have designated McZ:ay as a passionate poet,_; t.h:.l.s he i$ .l< throu3hout 

m:-,::::r'.; o. his 't-Yorko Bat t--re might, also call him a md'Xii.c poet, fo!' ho is 

c!.s cons vant.ly conscio·1-1.s of sound as a.re lW..gar Allan. Poe and Vachel Li.ndsG,;r, 

hi:::. combination of x;1ordrn is prrid.ucin.g such ru. effect., Hi1:1 poems som1ct muoh 

:i..1J:wt,1"at0 his constant repetition of vo1-ml sm,mdo,. 

ov•�.a. th:i.s does no·t contz.�ibute to the m-?lod:�c ncrtu.x·e of h:i.:s poems B.s 

dc';;)s m.s almost unconscious use of 8,ssonanc�.. l·1os-t of Mc�{ay's t�arly 



\�,..- _ys they seem ;(, pietur--· the "&mnder o:f living, the ..-ritality of t.lr� 

3•::noes tf'l..at belongs to ch:ildJ1ood . ., John. Dewey commmxts o:o. this by 

;uot:ing a liae from McKay's own poem.I' "Nor-th and South": it.And wonder 

·c.o l:.i.:"'e 's commonplaces cl:lngs o n 3 Constant,ly McKay shows t-rays a sensit,iY�

a.o.u.1.t -.i'..ay recr<=:ate the spontaneity arul liireliness of a. C!hild; frequ.ently

210 :i:·edi.scmrers for ·the reade1· tho thrill. oi 1i.fe j_tself and ·the :?reedor:1

-�·ror: :.-u·•tifieitli·ty possessed by the VGry young.., 1�1cKay 's en!fihasis on

p:-.3.:,ion and. intensity in theme and treat,ment n0ver causes hif.: ider1.a i;o

ne:':".:m irnm8!.tu.re; but it. pr-event,s them .f'rom being, clouded by ,1ny cou1.:'il.onn8s;;1

or dulln.esso His title-poem, 11Spring in Uew Hmapshire, 11 shows the de)?·th

and fullness of the lite his poems describe.

Spri.'l'lg in New Hampshire 

Too green the sp:ring:ing i\pril grass, 
Too blue the silver-speckled slcy:-

F'or me to l:!.nger her�, alas, 
'While happy i-r.i.nds go laughing by, 
Wasting the golden hou�s indoors, 
Washing irl.ndows and scrubbing floors C> 

Too wonderful the April night,, 
Too faintly sweet the .first Na;y floiiers, 
The stars too glor.iously bright, 
'F'or, me to spend the <:W:enin.g hours, 
When fields are fresh mid streams f0 lee.ping,,

·wsaricd, oxh.au.sted, dully sleeph"'lg., 1. 

H:I Z:(/0S grc··r djm_, ;�m.d. I c:nJ.-::. · .. O !ll:'.J.l:'O i!,!:UM? _;

fl. ·•:.r:J.i.T'-) of J.�in;:_).!:.g tt·.-cuvh. !!.'f bo-:ly -:�re:pt-
,,

.And, ln1..rt'.s:ty ft)!' -z;J·1f, o1d., .i:::wt"_li'.l.!'"'." ,1'-.'XJ, ., 
-i- .... ,,·,· -:i() \:�•" .., •rid :. '-,,, l . - 1·;,.,_•,d :.·ri i 1r"' ,• 5 v .. ., •. . ,,.,,,.,. c a_ ... .,o •. ""0. 11� .... -,o�- •. _ . .c_ ,.�pc.,, 
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.:y·,-,,_pathet..:i.c in��(':l!'prstation o:t the H!coct,., .=n •i e'.ll.'})erfances of hu.manit;y 

Z:,1otion be:i.ng as old as hurr.a;n l:Lf e and as deep as 'i.:-he heart of mru1:; 

2-icKa.�.,,, could no more deqr :tts omnipresence -than h8 could life itsclf �

i:1im, life was pa.esio:n and f,=,eling, and h:i.s poems e.re expressiv-e of 

,�,� 02 t,he f-i, .. st, lyric: geniu� of his iacc., l:fit,hont, a doubt, �1cKcJ.y has 

;X�m� l-u.'ld. 11.lcewise, HcKay cs f ee1ings [i:l:J.'C m.or0 paosionate and m.ors 

·t.o tlL J.i::;rel of' a cheap :, shoddy afft.dr., i lw-e.y-s the.:·e is t,he clc::1n.e11l; 

":he ;,;,e:i:•fm:::,: of ;y-om:- boct;y- 1.falls my S9J."1.SO c, 

I w-�:�. rm� uine no_ vJu�d; ;rov.r br·egt,h clone 
f;,.,.ff5..co0,, In thiu momeri-:. rar� aiKl tense

:1: worsh:l..!) at your -:n•e::..::Jt . ., .� -� 
m,.� �7! ·ti.J, {',1r love ·the .r..ight :i.s 1-ra:,:m arx:l cl;:ep ' 

'l'he a::..;.. is ::.a-:ee t;, mt .. 1or;.10r $ .and sw·:'.l81i t,h0 f'J.1.1 c.e 
i.rJhos0 mns:i.c l 111s our bu(.-:1.ng; lY nJ..n t<., :::le�?

e, Whl.le ue lie lmr:lng,. r..:w . .ssionate, ar d wJ.te co 



:1_;_1f'l1 ent,ial body of poems., �hese > his pq_ems of :i."0bellion and protest, 

9i_·.:-e s-trtmg notes :i.n t.he poatio music of ·i;hs N�gro Rooa:tssance .. Rugged 

and stern, this wrH,i.ng never a,roid.s the subj�<.�-t of i-•aoe anrl prejudice 

1:.1 Ar.10:rican life.., It portrays the sen.sa"tiion of being a blac.u: !!"..all :tn a 

-:::ihit,a man 1 s world,, Yet McKay is not tuahametl of his colo1 .. ; he no long0r 

,.:-�1:.eus0s • :t, but o�·liols it._. Thc1·e is less beJ.1:lge:rence a..'l.d moi·e pi'ide 

,-J;c0· :tt has '(.i:"ea.ted the lllegro., Thia neli .. found ra.c::ial prido and fresh 

f1lc'i..i1x•::lng o· the Negro problem is bo·th par-t of the Renaissance fil'!.d 

expresoive of McKay's personal featings a:--id com.l'.:i.ct,ionsci 

11cKay has an utter contempt for tr-reakneas; l-::1? insists t,hat Negl"o 

:-l);;in g;1 ,. uonien must g asp the responsibility of' beha.�·1..ng a9 responoible 

H .:•JJ. s, 11 t,his def :Lan,�� of social :h,.;justiee corocs t,o the foreground.: 

l'ou:e di:lo-1' is shut against my tight<1r,.ed face, 
'\n.at I a:,,1 she :rp as at,eel i:iit,h d:i.scon··,ento 

i. .t I possess -c,ha courage .u:nd, ·the e;"t'gC(;,
To bem· my· --·nger. pz-m1.dly f:).Ul unbent,, I

.:�"L'- _ .. r:J ··human pC'lt"Jet• ha nmst, find within htmselt t,o :Jt,ey free oS: ·i;,h0 poison 

-'�l�_::it. is produce' in t,he lives af the uhite supl"-slmac:!.sts" 8 This aol"'i.; o.r

:,::iJe -;,o ·1ithst.a.n<l discrimin&.tion and continua t,he bat,·iile for eqo.al ri :ht.s"' 
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Baptism 

.In.to ·the furnace lat � go al.coo; 
S·liey y-ou ttl-c.b.out :u.i t-&rr.ox- c,.f ih.e heat.,

I will go naked in-for t1,.11s '-t:ls l'l'!\."OOt .... -
Into ·ths 1-raird d0pt.hs o.f ·· he l1ot te�rt. mon� .i 

:r w5.11 not quiver in the .{'-i.•silest bon�, 
You ..rill not no·ta a. flickezr of e:ten·t; 
My boa:.""' shall tre1nb1.e not it,,:.1 fate to met!lt, 
I'\Y n1ou. h givia utterance to � iitO�!ll\) 

T'ne yeaning ovan spits fo1"th fi0ey 8p3fil"S; 
Red aapish tongues shout wordles�J.y my n2me�

Desise dest.roys, eonsmr.�s my mortal "'e:,.1--s, 
Transforming me into a ahapa of :tt.�.m.-} 

I will com out� back to yow." �mrld of tem"S, 
A stronger. soul tdthin a. finer f: &".lie,.9 

:i.&·;·:! c d ecript,ion of.' the s:f.tua:r,ion and his violal1."t, rostst&r1ee Ggllinst 

·.-.:r.otJtl-·th.trsty., callous thl"ong gath0z•s hem9 QJ..so:

Dey dawn�, and soon ·l:,ha nd...'ted crowds c� to vi'3l/J' 
The ghaz-tfy body 8'(:;aying in ,h0 eun; 
The womsn >-hronged to lool , but ntDver- a. ono 
Showed aorrow in her eyes o.f steeJy blua; 
And littlea lad.a., lynehers that i,wx-o to he, 
Danced rou.r>..tl ·iilie ru 0adi'1.l t,hing :i.11 fiend:i.::.:h gleeo10

9 



If We Nust Dio 

I£ 1,f· mus•'· die--lat J.t not be like hogo 
Huntecl �.ud prumed 5.n mi inglox·ious spcrts,

rn-iile x-01md uo barli: th'!¾ med a:.1:1 hung1:,·· dogs;;:

Ua1.."i.ng t,hi1ir ,.ock c1.t; om· c.c:.__.u.:,:-r-wd loto 
If i:·1·e r.n!crt die.,,-oh, let ,w 1:.�;-•�11y c.1ies,
So that our preciot\S blood rn.a:J not b� sh-:,,rl 
In vah:i.;- ·then e�n t.he mons�,e::•c we dciy 
Sr.1!11 be conotro.inr-id to hono-1" ·,JG ·:.:,ntm..gh dea&.i 
Oh, Kil'1S-JW3ni Wa rr11.1.S't, n�et. t!n ocm.mon ioet. 
Th.ough :':ar outnu.IP.bered: . 1at U;:'.i shcm 110 bz-c.70, 
And J:or thoh' thou.s8.nd blor.;s doal. ono d..oa.t.h ... bleti.P. 
H'hat, though b0fo1•3 uo 1iec '·h.0 op 1n gra:Je:/i' 
L:ike .�.:.n t·; ;i 111 :f ac$ 'the m1n'.'Q..::.r,:--om..1., com1.:i:<lJy _µaeh 11 
P-x-essed ·to th,., 't-ralli- ey.J.r.i�:,, b,x:�. r:· ghting 0ack3ll

10 



-I'he prais0 of th8 applauding boys and th(;) y-oung pz-ost:f.tutes was nothing 

�c:.o h0r.; the pl(.).ce was foreign to her ·;rery natuxie., Yet the city had 

ta.'lren her and. torced her into its moldo 

The girls p:l.c-t.m'"ed in "Harlem Shad011e11 are 1.r:i.ct,:i.ro.s of' the sail" .. a 

I hi:?.ax the haJ.tL1g foo·:,s·-eipt, of a J..a.sa 
In Nogro lim"'lcm ·rhen the n:tgh'i; J.0ts f;:,J.1 

rt,:� v0il r.• I se� ·the shapes of g:h•ls -who pa3s 
�Po bond a.."1!.'.l bar'i::,e!' e:t desire tr..; uaU., 

Ah;., J...i'i:;i;le dark gh"ls, who in slippe er.i .foet 
Go pro::rling through tho n:t(i'ht .fl"om strec'; t,o s,.;r<,ot! 

Ah, r,,,:�(s:rn ha�ch mrld� the.t in th0 i-r.;:>el.ahed �-ray· 
o:r ,..X>Vl9rty, dishonor a<11J. disgreco, 

Ho.s pushed the timid little f EJet, o1 c:ltW-i:
The oacrad brown f.00-:::. t,:f r,ry f .. DJ.en :�•�.cet 

Ah, hea.T.t of n-c.e � ·t.he weal:y !J i.W1:.n'y foot . . 
In H�1em HMdering fi.'.'c'Jm ::ri;roct �vc ···t:.1�et.,13 

ll 



DJ.d 1.le acconpJ.ish anJl""(;h:i.ng .for hl.m::..:e1£ Ol" -�'or h:l.r.t f.!BOplo? lsit ua hea.r 

·ths: m1mmr from Ne Kay h:tms�lf.:

n-. i�J the Negro's t.r,'lg�d..v I feel 
Which b:t:.::Kls m0 llio a he�'l..,y :t1·ch1 cha:l.n:1 

It, is tJ.10 Negro 1 r. -:rounds I um1t ·to he.it 
Eecf�uss :;: knr)t·7 the l::.:iC1'1\19&S ol htw p�ino 
OnJ.y a �i orr.1,-ccrv-ered Negro and no uhH;� 
Can pnr�·�r.ate :tnto ·"..h2 Heg:i:·o1 f: :iren, 
Or f 1:;•::J. ·the tb..i•�li:r..�m-{ of th�: �hz·oufl of n:l.gh·i:. 
Whi 1h f.1.i.dc:s a12d. b1.u:'i.0u hitr. f'.i.•om oth0i.1 m:)n� 

So ·nh.:rt. I w1"'ii',e-: is -arr,ed r.r-.1t c1f � blo::ic u
There :ls no whH,0 man -:�10 �,ot'J.d 't:-rrite I\Y bookv 
Though Jna.r..w th:tnk t..he:i.:i;• �t..03'.;j �1,oi"l..l •. b�i told 
Ol "1::'hut, t..he3 N,�g1 .. c _p121ople Ol\!gM:, ·;:.o i:,rot1k, 
Ou.1:" s·tatesrr:.ar. 1'oru.1 -�he �m,.·ld t!> s"rt t,h:Lng0 r:.i.�P.:iio 
'1,h•-'i ,,. ·1·,J0r:1..,,(> l n:u�'lc ''" .. ,.:: �"'"""'y-· .r..,.. .... -o' -r,�� :.·, oht'-'-' ._. !....L.l.."1 .l'i .. QL , _,.t'J.. ·b£ ""� r-.:-tt.v, p.1. t".,.. 'C> 4.1"'\..- YU • . .. 1t,__.. .. � .. b -., ,,. 
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So :much hav :r f orgot,t.Gn in ·ten yem"'S, 
So much in i;en brief yea.�al I have £0:r-g.o.t, 

1-Jh . .';).t t,ims the purple npples 001ue to juiua, 
And t-rha-i; mont...'1 b:rin.gf) the shy f orgat.,.me .... no·l.o 

I have forgot thG �paeial� startling season 
Of' the pimszr� ta i'lom!l�d.ng ancl f1:•1ti:\iing, 

What, t.ima of year- the g.r.01.u..� dt�ves bro'!--n 1Jie f:i.Glds 
And fillL th.ti noonday ,:,rith then"" c-o_riow., i'lu.t5.ngo

I have forgotten much, but still :,%'lmf.rmoor 
The poinso1i·i:;ie.3 G red; blood-rstl.s :°s.i.'l t.Jru:·ra nacew.be1.�.,16

It, could not bZ: lass than appropriate that our poet. of pasalon h3.ve as 

h.is most ch.erisi1cl Jmna.:toan m �moey the inten.'3a r.ed oi this .fltlh"'13l' that
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LflJiGSi'OM HUOOE8 
{1902- ) 

HlOC'vRO POET· t.4.tmEATE 

The Negro Renaissance had leveJJ..ed. off:, e..nd the pez-icd. or tb.e 

nLi ... e ::i.e a b:l.t! see, 
f\iJ.l of me.uy . .dsn .. 

X lErG <3.0r-."!'! my ne·;�s 
QU(;_ pull .. 1 l 

111.:i."i:-ore·ture 1� e. b:tg w�. fvJJ. cc manJ· fifil o 1: let 
c:l.oun iny nets and pulledo 

"I 0m s·til pulling. 112 

1 



Et.1gh�� •i.eUs tn ·i,;hJ.s m:6" of h:ts J.)w:ronts' cl:i:'sorce cw!d his 

con.s.eqtWn:'G separo:�icn :i:-rom h:i.a :f"athet•.. When� a;.i; ·tlte G.flP of s�·1en .... 

:t'ound bimseU' m.o.1»t ttnbroITPY.. The fa-theJ:• ... 1m:.ige he- had �;;;;teil in h:!.s 

m:1..nd. cou.lrl 110·;:; h�ve been fa'l'ther i·Qlllo"led from the ectual. fi.e;vh-a..i:ld .. 

b 1 oosi person he ce.me -to know. .1\f·tor l1..ia fino,l brcnk i"£om. b.ts fatoor 

�.:. ;rem" l0:ter., Hugheo contin-.-.ed his fs:i;he1--.. ooarcl'lo A.s we elwll 1e:,o� 

see., tll:ts liad some amount or influ.ence on b1s poetic tlleines. It 

o.J,.,s:o revealed -�o him SO?ale-thing a'botrt. his �-n poe•i:i.ic nai:.W.-e: 

".. .• .rrr:, ces·I# poi::m.s were .-i,ll nsi t·�en when I felt the ·,foriri;. .. t� 1. 

\·mi� 'a::-;p1,1y� l cJ.:tdn tt 11rite e.ny-thin� .. 113 P.lld. age-.1n: n 4 • •  J}OOI!l13 a.-r� 

:i..i!l:e �.ill'bt':nrs: they eaae.pe you Q.l.Uclil".f. "1�

hola.o a. stx�..ge tsscinat.:l.on for hia, :probably bees- ,.ae of his pe.a:s • on 

fo� :crcgro euJ:@..i::e and h1a intcnae �t1 ·, reG·t in the mua!ca.J. f.01"tns 
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��gro mu.at live. 

The angels 1-r_ngs is white aa sno11, 
o, wbi te as sno,r, 

ibi.'� 
es 

suoo .. 

Th& angels mnge is i.trlte ei,s anot,, 
But I drug ma. trln� 
In 'th.a dil"'Gy ia:Lre 
O,, I d'I'Ug ma l1ings 
Jill t!11:0ttgh -i:he fue. 

But the cwgels ·r.lJlgs is ullite· e,a rm�, 
l u-;1:Ge

as 
6 

snrn,1 .. 

E�h, ho is nover hes-ltan·t abottt us.inc ir�-ro :id1.0iil& end colloquial.,. 

isms. Ee �mno·t be saicl 't.o "t-Jrite in d:ialec·t, fur he ahai:-es �he opiniOi'.l 

that. th:Ls. i:c e. pe.ss·ng ar', f10m. Yet, oo trc:r.iV'os al"ivf.J3a to pl·e1Jerrt. 

cor�t,en11_xu•ary Amet·ic�.n i'�"O c.ulture; end here, as :lo. otlwr less 

�pi�,_•;l -tus,J, f�in �ou.ia so'l!lld -stil"teit o-tbe:ctirl.�e e.xp1>essed. 

'.!Ore common,. hoi•1ever, e.re �he pooma shol. ing ·Gh.e prom.1.nence of ·the 

oo :ls ·:::,110 m:.cJ.erlOit of' bla.c1� nw.sic t.;j:i";h :i:t:.u r�ytbm that neve·�. bet:r.o.ys 

yo.;.,, :l;ts s;�r�mgth 13.ke the· 'ba�.t ot the hl!llW.n !1eart, i·�a hUltlOr., and it,a 
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oi:· Jc.·(is 1rd'lu.ence: 

G\.-Od. morning daddy! 
. in' t yoi.1.. hea?d 

The boogie .. 1-roogi0 rumble 
Of e di-ea deferred.? 

List;en closely: 
You.? ll bear the:ll� feet,
Bea-ting ou:t and bee:ting ouJ, a-•· 

You tbink 
It's a. happy beat'.? 

Listen to �,.-t closely: 
Mu at Y0'4..'I.. hes.I'd 
s01ret.hing tllldexneerth 
lilte a ... 

he is a.loo ·;;he o:n:U10�· o:r u.:1.guifi�d.., mov1.ng lyrics, He co.n como:1.uc 

.•. '·• 



! 0 
't.""C lmown r:i. ers:

�ve 01m r rer.s e.nc5..ent; as the ,-:oi·l.d e.na ol� t:b.a.u
·i';he i'lmr of hume.u blood in hum.au. "il'o:lus ..

J. ba"thetl. in the Eu.pb:r·e.t.es i:rh�i (1o.wns tiore :�'titi� •. 

bu:i'.J:i:. m;y- hu:� net1z -the Coo.go @..rtd i·i; J.ulled r,�0- to sleep .. 
looked upcm. ·the lflle ,:�ncl 1.•.eJ.sed ·the p;y:ramids- ebo,.re it,� 
be..,'"?.t'd ·uie sin.glng of th� 1::-sr.;lcr;.ippi wheii Atia l,1.rtC(>li.i

\'Jecr�; d0l:-n1 ·"o !eu � leers� aud I've See?!. itu nw.d �� 
bosora ium i:>.ll golden 1.n ·;;;u -� sunse·t. 

rve ·::no,-.m z·ive:re: 
Anc:'/.ent.,. 01.1sky r:..veJ:.�$ ,,

:.1y oo•·.1 . dlS w:own deey like t,he �ivera .. 9 
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¥.inter Moon 

;:.1ot-: t;.hil'l. e.nd she.:. p :..s •'t,he 1.t100i'l -l;q1rJ.ght Z 
Hou ·thin end uim,l"p �nil g?loc·.;.ly ·1-11.:.:i.te 
:Cs ·i;he Glim cu.i..-vci:l cz·ook of the moon ton:VJht1 ! lO 

Sl.,-t cit.le O s Note 

The calm.,. 
Cool fD�e of 'Ghe ri"'fi
.. u,i;hct'l 1 ..c foi� a kias • 

-c.-,re I ciit, 
H:l·�1l my shoes LU.Sl'.ii."'.'l..Cdo 
'i..41:':·:d:.r,.,.me:rey! 
-.� � o J.f'-t,n.,.,'1- ,,.,❖o.a il J.2 
.. t.. ,� - ltf..�' \,--.1....-1r.1-.;;U.. .. 
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J!oen 

The night is ber�:ut:i."111)' 

So the f1;1,ces oi' rS'J' peogJ.o. 

Tbc s-t"'�rs l\:z•e 0t..>e, rti�:ul,, 
Soi.';� ey� of my people. 

:p, .. �c::.::i, .ae � mou·i'ih 
Im uide 't-!'it;h l�v�·ter 
.. l\ntl m;r throa-.t 
!a dec11 vrlt.b scmg.,

You do not th1�k
I m1.t±'er. after
:r h,;\v, hic�.UJ. my pa.'"!.n so lonfl.
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Because fi1'./ mouth 
Is ·wi<"'e m�til. laughter 
You do not hear m;y 1.nner ccy; 
:Bocauiae my :tee·t. 
Are gay with d�nc::tng 
You do :J}.ot W.Oi-1
I die.. 

fi!J.d1.ng the Jw ero,-1 section on t,he l'llerry ... e;o ... r.ouud.; ·the il."Ot1y .... :ilow coo 
·-

Cross 

r/iJ o.lo, mn • s � wh:?.:te old uw:n

.And �- olc1. mothe.:�o black. 
If C"'•e:£> I cu.1:1sect I11Y widt,<": oJ.<..1. rillln 
1 t.nke my curseG back, 

8 



I! eve_ .t c .z· -:.d •. f3 1;1c.� .>:. o :-a. :moth0r 
And lJishod. sl:te �� in. !�1J .. , 
I'm oorry for ·...bat evil •1:t:.ili 
Aud na-A I w"lah lwr '!:!ell. 

M3I' old man <liec.l in G. fine big hou�e .• 
� ma. died ,.ll a ehack,.

I �ender wh�re I'm gonu� d , 
Beine; naitlmr 't-fbi•te n0r blo.ok•,15 

Georgi.a. du•:! 
Jwii the t1;.�i;ine woot1s .. 
One of: the pilla:I·s of ·the ·tem,ple f'ell .. 

You e.re w.r son! 
..................................... 

Lil� hell: 
.., __
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?he � ove:r the turlfGU,tin.e woods • 
'I-he &:mtharn ni�t 
FuJ.l of stars, 
Great big ye1lm, sta�s. 

W1int 's a body but a toy? 
JUicy bodios 
Of D1sga1• wenches 
Blue black 
Agd.nst black f$ftCSS. 
0, you little b�tard boy, 
:2.at •s 'bod_v but a toy? 

The scent of pins \,OOti sti� t!!e soft nieht cu.1·.
at's � � � yo�u.: ,.2�0!,? 

Shtu.•p pine scent :.i.n tb.e evmains 81.r. 
A 111gger night. 
A nitgor joy, 
A 11 t1;J.e �llow 
Bastard boy. 

!!!, you a.in' t !t broth0i". 
��qo2;s � !!!. �'Ot�:. 
Not e,,er. 
�:rl! -aill � t !!l �N?�..'!!,. 

The Southem nip.t is iu.:. :A o! st�s, 
th-eat big yollo� stliU'S. 

O. sweet as eart-b,
Du k-dulr."k bodioa
Q:i.vo mreet bi?th

To littl� y�llow bootal'd boys. 

The b. -tgbt stc;ro scatto .. 1;, o-.ryw 01-0. 
Fine woo� scent !n the o �ring oo.r. 

A ��t',"Ol:' E!j\ght I 

t'1. ili��i• joy • 
l S<l1 l�1• S(E, w;i:l.t- I!! ......... .......... �� 

t:. little · ollov: 
�ttJU.� bo31.lG 
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S�ange., 
:Cb, .. :e, ·'.n this n..:� nle.ce � .. 

I shau.J.rl 111.ec:t l.i.te f0.ce -to face; 
b'b.eu, fo1· ya."-l.l�s,. I had boon s�king 
L:i.f'e in places �'eutler-ai)eal:lilg, 
tfD:t.il · · �a.ue to tllis ;..-1.J.e r;i,-;ree·i 
.t.nd. foo.no. Life $tapping ou ey ieet.!17 

-:-.:.:;.:e;�• ed.. :re :la some-"� or e ab.oc'r, tJlen, fOJ.• th:t& GQDitl reputrill1n·� 

c;i).j�·;; ·�o bee.� �1A br.igl:rti bo1rl o""' l.>r.o.ss . .. .  bee.uti:fu.l t.t> ih:i !.Oro.
1118

I U."'11 the da?it� brot.hor. 

:,:_h ';,I/ r -f�?'J.d me to oo"t 1n the ld.tc:ben 
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·-i�1-::..n. cor;.:>?any comas,
Bu. 'i; I l,.;m�h.:, 

And e .• "i�ll�
And ,g;:ou o:t�on · ..

!l;omorrov, 
I 1 11 si·t o.t the table 
When conrpe,ny COZl:Sa.,, 

oobody'll da.re 
Sory to mei, 

''Ent i.n tee ld:tchen, tl 

Then. 

Be::rldes; 
They� ll see how .. esi.utif'ul I cm 
And. be s'Shemed; ..... 

I., 't.oo.,. am l\.me.":d.cc. 19 

J.J 





9tC t�i<'!e Ci�'.i.len� C"iroH.txfr. !�!2!� ... ,- fm !!£&l��$Jl.. :!!J_ �!0;1;� !fE£t� (�1Tow .:01·���
l }21);, fl' , l<!..;9 ... 1�

10, .... .,...,,..,. .... -1�1..,.,r.:.,�1,;.IU _, �-1c.<.C·0·1";:n P.��1nD > r,. oe.
-.:� ..... -....i-..- �,..,._, 



t:2-l.!gGton Hughes has also assisted in tho writ:i.ng of nineteen p.1.o.ys, 
:rm;.:-xJ.c.;11$_, a:nd O:P"'�ras .. 



SIC'l'ION J:Xl 

'1'.D ..._ 06 i;DaltCAii NIGRO FOE?t'RY 

A brief summary and cone1derat1on of 

the problea laced by all liefjro wrtter --

whether to write s1..mply Aaoor!c&ns or 

whet.ho>:- to continu.o in the role of A11e:r.' -

ean N0gro writers. 



Afte� exam.Ding the work of theae four poets _.,. Paul L&urence 

Dunbar, Jsmes Weldon Johnsm, Claudti\ McKay, and Lansaton Hughes, one 

ai,illt COIie to feel that the four differ too mucJa to show any trends 

or directions in Hsaro poetry. It cannot be denied tbat each writer 

bu bis own teclm1que and hi& particular theses; this is as it should 

be. Yet, each was chosen to plq a definite part in the development 

of this paper, because each also played a definite part in the deYel­

opaent and maturation of )bgro poetry. 

Paul Laul"8Dce Dunbar, as we have seen, represented the end of an 

era rather than the beginning ot one. He was Gile ot the last: Aaerican 

wri tera to follow in the plantation tradi tioc, al thougb be wu the 

first Negro writer to deserve and achieve any deg of aucoeas. It 

was Je1n9a Weldon JcbDBon wbo helped parallel liogro wri tins '11th that 

1n thet aainstrea of Amen.can literatun; h was the Xecro leader ot 

hie day, and hie wor.k carried the aark of a new 1ntollectualium • 

.lohnson • B writing foreshadowed the �nt '1ilhicb. bas been t med the 

Negro llenaias ce. Pltrt 0: this ilena1ssmce was typified by a frank, 

but non-Al)Oloptic, cn.t!ctam at donocracy and its treatment of the 

legro. iJatng traditional, but amootbly 1:,d.cal, forms to do thia was

Clau�e �. llis was a voice typtc-..al ol? the many pa.1slonate cmes 

apeaktng out as pG.rt of th "How Negro" moveaent. D.Ally, we mov 

into the l!S_tudy of tile aodern poetry of Lmigotw Hughes. We found that

his aubJacts s ti.mes lactted depth, but th&t tllt>y · poasel'sed a perti·­

nency to today's culture. Bis comments on and c:lCtscriptione of lfegro 
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life are notable both for their aocursitten ss and· or the unusual 

font ,.n aich tlley are wr1 tton. 

'l'bua we have seen. in miniature, tho total dovelopment of Bearo 

poetry since 1890. We have surveyed. the ft ld frcm the euliest dialect 

poems to the latest IIICdern ones. And rww we are t� with the question 

which was raised at the beginning ofthis paper 1111<1 m.ich has acccmpanied 

u• through ea.cb pllU"t of our study. Js Aaer1can S'eg� poetry prim rilJ 

Amraricu. poetry or priraarlly Negro poetry? Is 1t different en01Al,ll from 

poetry by t.ilite fl'iten to deserve -- or to be allotted -- special 

class111caticm? Web.ave already reterre<A to the fact the.t literary 

critics themselves disagree as to the newer. Let us now actually see 

what aoae of the tonaost lfetrro writers and critical acllolars have bad to 

sq about this important matter. 

J • Weldon Jobuon' in his Preface to !!!. � .2!. AMriCIW M•§!! 

Poet!Jf• nm.ado the reader that the Renai ecmce ll'OUP atteapted to do 

aw with "re.c0 pil"Obl "poetry and make th elv ai11ply poets, not 

aegro poets. Johnson feels, however, tlae.t th y did not fWld ntally 

succeed. Althougtl their approach to race JMy be different, loss direct, 

aad usuolly more effective, it 1s sUl n wnrtul toree in &11 th ir 

best llftrk.. Johnson discuss in tbe follo ing IIMW.nG tho prc:nineuce of 

of white and of llfegro miters: 

! have no intention of dep�at1ng thG poetry not
stillul ttad by a l!leil$e of race that At�american paets hav 
written ••• but not in ll of it do I find a single poom 
possessing the power and art1stic finalitJ found 1n the 
beat of the pooma rising out of ractal contU.et and cen­
t ct ••• an. artist accomplishes his best when wox-kt.ng at 
Ms best wt th the material he mows best. A.nd up to 
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this time, at least, "race" is perforce the thing tbo 
Alleri can Hegro poet Jmows best ••• tb.e - t1u should CCIIIGt

when he will not have to know "race" so well end feel 
1 t so deGply. But even now he can e6cape th& senee of 
being hampered if, stancUnc on his rac.t.al foundation, 
be strives to tuhicm aometllins that rises amove mere 
race and reacbes Ollt to t.be univeraal in truth and 
beautJ.1

'l'bta 1• a CGllHrvati,re position, however, when caapued '11th that 

of aoet otller en.tics. Countee Cullen, for tnstace, preferred to 

designate b1a volume. C&rolt!!f �• au an antholoSY of verse by Mogro 

poet• rather than as an antholasy ol. Kegro verse. Be feel• that Negro 

poetry auat derive from saae country otller than our own and some la:aguirce 

other than our own before 1 t can bear th1s separate label • Moreover, 

Ile auintains that it is not possible to consider tha poeu by Begro writers 

as having any particular factor in camon., and that it is certainly not 

proper to use the race ot the poet as the one qual:Uicatlon tor grouping. 

ln short, his op1D10Jl ls that Mep-o writing ha follCNd the poetic 

tendencies of the time, that the poems th elves eltould thel"8!ore be 

classified Just as POtDS by an1 other Allerican wnters.2 

Cullen's position parallels the one talfen by Sterling A. BrcrRn, 

Begro ereati ve artist end U. ten.ry crt tie. Brown egreea that wrt Un1s 

by Negroes do not fall into a unique cultural pattem; be say that the 

term "?regro liter ture" is thwa a ld.euomer.. It bas no meaning es to 

structural technique or a separatm school of wn tine, for the Begn 

writes in toms evolved in English and Amedcsn literature. :toJ' that 

reason, Brown canalden literature by Amorican Hegroee to be a segment 

of Amctrican literatul'0, and Ne&TO oriters to be American wrltera. 

Bolding to a standard other than thim, he maintatns, would lead to a 

doable standard ot Judlmtmt , a dangerous att:l tude to take toward my 

poets or poas. 
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'!'hose optniona ere eatched. time mid t11!19 aaain by othor Uterory 

spokesmen. saunders Bedding has said in the New Leader that .Amrietm 
----

Hegro U. tsraturo is not a 0eparate brtAnch ot wn ting, but part ojf the 

American literary stNJ•.3 Margant Juat Butcher has uaorted that the 

objective of all colored poets is to becclmo, basically, Allen.can poets, 

and only oocuioaally, lfegl"O poets. 4 Alain Locke, in !!!! !!I!! Poet•, 

states practically identical feelings: "In the cb.orua of A1aor1can singing 

they l..iearo poets) have registered <Uatinctive notes whoae cbaract ristic 

tillbre we l'IGUld DeYer loso or w1111naly let lapse; however, aore and more 

they became orchestrated into Ola national art and culture. &

After hearing auch a fervent outcry agatnet lebllling certain 

American poets as "Negro," 1 t is ditticul t to a:nMrnftft courage to disagree 

on. the atter. But th.rough examination of the poane themsalves, we may 

caae to differ w!th or at least to offer ndmnta to the optniona 

expressed by the ebove-4lUotctd en tics. rtainly, ao we hav studied 

each inc:UvidueJ. po,3t, we have found that a luge ion. ot bie �tic 

output, fl!ld often · ch of his at work, rel toa directly to racial .... �-o • 

'!'bis ie a definite dist.tnction, although a natural cue, bet\veen colond 

Mad wilt t poets • We llave seen Blso tla t th Ke:ro aiesance laaed bcbind 

tile general awing to nalism 111 P.mer.t.can lit ratw.-o by a full uc:Bde. In 

fact, modem theme end teohn.iquoe have never boen o Widoly ued in ero 

poetry QB they have 1n poetry , white writ n. There is no Robert frost, 

no aaily Dt.ckiason, no T. s. Eliot � Ne�ro poets. Also, the 1fogro 

writer hu too Often allowed the Hegll'O problem to bGooao so dcairamt 1n 

his writing that hie being called a Negro poet le 1 vi table. Al though 

thie fttalll of e,xperienoe is now vital and ul'gGtlt to hia, it stands as a 

4 



consecr te billselt to the agci,s rs.tlle1· than to an. hour of controversy; to 

humanity. rat.taer than to a re.ce. m, hiuelt tauBt bclJcome more completely 

American in outlook baton American literature ctm do away cmtinly with 

its Hegro claes1f1cation. 

What l1es ahead for Negro poetry? Jfo o.u, not even the lll08t 

ccapetent critic, ca anawer sueh a question. 1'le lfegro writer ma., 

f 1nd aple raotal aaterial in th• continuing ae«ro problem in ADenca 1111d 

tn tile native uprisings ta Afr.lea to occupy him tor some ti.. On the 

other hand, he 111\Y became less specifically racial in outlool: end merge 

his work more indissolubly with general Araericm liter tun, as Alain 

l.ocke end other& Jaave predicted. Olle thing is certun; 

must increue their output o1 poetr1 before it oan have an, sort of 

future. !t has , 1n the past tt1W years, dropped ot:t in both qual.1 ty 

and qumt1ty. Most cf tho wr:a.tei-s of tile Jkm.d.seanee period are nc, 

lonaer 11 nag; Langstcm Hut;bee , the aclmowlGdgecl loado:r of Ar. ricm 

Ncgl"O poets, b.as turned primtu'ily to prose, dr , snd l'JlUsical work. 

Tbe little poet:ry that is being 11ritten todc.y 111 the work of ulllm.cmle and 

is l gel;, thin and inconclusive. w have seen in Johnson's wor • 111 

cKay'a end in Bughea t t just VJbat hGtghts poetr, by tlcgroes can attain. 

Jt tffM!ld be moat unfortuu.atr., Should this decade pl'Oduce no .Etucce or to 

carry on the upwcu'd process of evolution. 

Xu relatiOG to the entire situation. J s w,1ldcm Johnson has made 

the following statement: 

A people uy become great through many .uans, but 
th re is only one measure °b3' which itr:1 greatn !S is recognized 
and acknowledged. The final rnasure ot the ,l"entDC!JSS ct all 



peoples J.s tho cmcunt and atandl!U"d of tllo U. terature and 
:.:..,·t �ey hove produced ••• No pecp'-.e that hu pi:roduced great 
11 torature and art ht!UJ ever been looked. upon by the world es 
distinctly inforior. 6 

Por this :reuoo, if for no otber. lieg110 poets have, in the paot, neaded 

to vreserve at !east the outward for.a of their separate classification. 

Th:ey 1nve now spent more than a Ju2lf-oe11tu;1.7 proving tlaat their race 

ie not inferi01!". In tile futul'O, let us hope, American Negro poets 

w.1.11 be able to cast thia motive aside campl.etely and concentrate solely 

on pnwing their individual poetic genius. This will be the ultimate 

step needed to pl"Ocll.lce the truly great literature for whicb Negro creative 

artists of al.l geueratione have longed. 

6 
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