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Patrick Schroeder of Appomattox Court House 
National Park is the speaker at the April meeting of 
the Farmville-Prince Edward Historical Society. 
"Myths about Lee's Surrender" is the topic of his 
presentation. Patrick, a Civil War Author and 
Historian, was born at Fort Belvoir, Virginia. He 
attended Stuarts Draft High School in Augusta 
County. He graduated Cum Laude with a B.S. in 
Historical Park Administration from Shepherd 
College, Shepherdstown, West Virginia. He has an 
M.A. in Civil War History from Virginia Tech. From 
1986 to 1993, and 1998 to 2001, Patrick worked as a 
seasonal living history interpreter at Appomattox 
Court House National Historical Park. In 1993, he 
wrote Thirty Myths About Lee's Surrender. In the 
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Lee and Grant in the McLean House at Appomattox 

April 2015 

introduction to this booklet, he wrote: "People have a 
tendency to exaggerate or romanticize facts, 
embellishing actuality into mythical proportions. 
Just like the schoolroom game, if you tell a story to 
one person and they in turn pass it on to another 
person, by the time it reaches the last person it is no 
longer the same. History is much like this 
game ... very seldom do two people see the same 
event exactly alike. The historian has to become a 
detective and sift through all the sources to come to a 
conclusion about the reality of the event." 
From 1994 to 1999, Patrick worked at Red Hill, the 

Patrick Henry National Memorial. He has been the 
Historian at Appomattox since 2002. Recently, he 
was a presenter at the 16th Annual Civil War Seminar 

at Longwood University. 
Patrick has written, edited, 
and/or contributed to more 
than 25 Civil War titles and 
articles, including More Myths 
About Lee 's Surrender; The 
Confederate Cemetery at 
Appomattox; Images of 
America: Appomattox County; 

Patrick Schroeder Pennsylvania Bucktails; and 
We Came To Fight: A History 

of the 5th New York Volunteer Infantry. 
In an effort to protect sites relevant to the 

Appomattox Campaign, Schroeder has set up the 
"Appomattox Fund" with the Civil War Preservation 
Trust, to save land important to the climactic events 
of April 1865. 

Patrick was on the CBS Evening News on April 9, 
2015, the 150th anniversary of the surrender. 

Membership Fees Due For 2015 
All membership fees are now due for the calendar 
year January-December 2015 . You may pay your 
2015 fee at our monthly meeting or send to PO Box 
546, Farmville, VA 23901 - $15 for an individual 
member or $25 family membership. Please make 
checks payable to Farmville-Prince Edward Historical 
Society. 
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Upcoming Programs: 

May 19, 2015: Jim Godburn, "The Battle of Sailor's Creek" 

June 16, 2015: Faye Tuck Weatherford, "David Bruce (1793-1838), Tobacconist of Farmville" 


