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Focus on Special Collections

Frances Butler Simkins: Longwood Educator,

Southern Historian and Author

The Special Collections Room
in the Greenwood Library at
Longwood University holds a
varied collection of faculty
publications. Among these
treasures are books written by
Dr. Francis Butler Simkins, who
was a professor of history at
Longwood from 1928 until
1966.

Although Dr. Simkins spent
most of his years as a history
professor at Longwood, he
balanced his teaching career with
an illustrious writing career.
During his 40 years as an
educator, he authored eight
publications that are still
considered significant
contributions in the field of
Southern history. Virginia:
History, Geography, Government,
which he co-authored with
Spotswood Hunnicutt and
Sidney P. Poole, is one that
many Virginians may remember.
Tt was used as a textbook in
Virginia classrooms during the
era when baby boomers were
attending middle school.

Dr. Simkins’ teaching career
began in 1924 when he taught
for a year at Randolph-Macon
Women’s College; he then
taught for a year each at the
University of North Carolina
and Emory University before
coming to Longwood.

Simkins” involvement in
historical research began with
the writing of his dissertation
while a student at Columbia
University. His paper on the
Tillman movement, which
focused on the political climate
in South Carolina during the
governorship of Benjamin
Tillman, was completed in 1916.

This work was later revised
and published in 1926 by Duke
University Press under the title

The Tillman Movement in South
Carolina. In 1944, Louisiana
State University Press published
Pitchfork Ben Tillpan, Simkins’
biographical work on the life and
political career of Ben Tillman.

Following the successful
completion of his dissertation,
Simkins turned his attention to
writing about the history of
reconstruction in South
Carolina. According to friend
and colleague James W. Patton, a
contributor to the family’s
memory book about Simkins,
this topic was one that had not
been previously addressed by
other historians.

Simkins collaborated with
Robert H. Woody, then a young
instructor at Duke University, on
Soutly Carolina During
Reconstruction, which was
published in 1932 by the
University of North Carolina
Press. In his memoir of
Simkins, Patton writes: “Among
all of Simkins’ writings it
remains the one upon which his
reputation as a historian was the
most securely and endurably
established.” This second
venture in writing, which was
well received by his colleagues,
resulted in his lifelong
involvement with writing about

the history of the South.

This remarkable man began
teaching at Longwood in 1928
when the school was known as
the State Teachers College at
Farmville. During his 38 years as
a professor of history and as a
resident of Farmville, Dr.
Simkins was considered an
important member of the
community.

The Farmville Herald on
Simkins’ death in 1966 gives
insight into how he was
perceived within this community:
“Francis Butler Simkins filled an
important place in Longwood
College and the community. ...
He was a teachet, an educator, a
lecturer, an author, and an
inspiring conversationalist.”

The article goes on to
characterize Dr. Simkins as “an
individualist, an intellectual, an
attractive personality, he
appealed to the intelligentsia and
the proletariat, the historian, the
sociologist, the ‘man on the
street.” He will long be
remembered when many
conformists will have been
forgotten. Such was the man, a
free thinker, a dynamic
personality, who spoke his mind.
A gentleman of the old south.”

Picture of Frances Butler Simkins from Greenwood
Library’s Dorothy B. Schlegel Collection
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Frances Butler
Simkins (cont.)

Although Simkins’ books are
no longer in print and are only
available for purchase from rare
and out-of-print book dealers,
the Greenwood Library holds
these titles, which atre available
for visitors to view and read
while they visit the Special
Collections Room.
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One of Simkins’ best known
works: Virginia: History,
Geography, Government

Picture of Frances Butler Simkins
from the 1956 Virginian,
Longwood’s Yearbook

Chinese Book Collection from Anhui University
Arrives at Greenwood Library

Greenwood Library recently
received a collection of books
from Anhui University of
Technology. The collection, in
both Chinese and English,
consists of classic Chinese
literature including Journey to the
West by Wu Cheng’en; Three
Kingdoms, attributed to Luo
Guanzhong; Outlaws of the Marsh

by Shi Nai’an and Luo
Guanzhong; and A Drean of Red
Mansions by Cao Xuegin and
Gao E. Also included in the
collection are pictorial works
illustrating China’s antiquities
including paintings, sculptures,
porcelain, calligraphy and wood
working.

Books from Greenwood Library’s Anhui University Collection

The University has an exchange
program with Anhui University
of Technology, located in
Ma’anshan, China, a city on the
southern banks of the Yangtze
River in the eastern part of
Anhui Province.

On a visit to China two years
ago, Wendell Barbour, Dean of
the Library and Learning
Services at Longwood, visited
Anhui University and presented
President Cen Yuwan with a
collection of over 150 books
related to U.S. history and
American culture.

The collection from Anhui
University is housed in
Greenwood Library’s Special
Collections Room which is open
to the public.



Options for Becoming a Member of The Friends of the Janet D. Greenwood Library

Levels of Giving

Author: Up to $99
e Greenwood Library Newsletter

e Invitations to special events, such as book

signings and book groups

Editor: $100 to $249

e CD, DVD, and video check-out privileges

e And all of the above

Publisher: $250 to $499

e Two (2) bookplates in honor or in memory

of an individual of your choice

e And all of the above

Patron: $500 to $1,249

e Five (5) bookplates in honor or in memory

of an individual of your choice
e And all of the above

Collector: $1,250 to $2,499
e Ten (10) bookplates in honor or in
memory of an individual of your choice

e Membership in the Longwood University
President’s Circle

e Recognition on a donor honor roll
located in the Library

e And all of the above

Greenwood Society: $2,500 and up

e Twenty-five (25) bookplates in honor or
in memory of an individual of your
choice

e Lunch with your favorite librarian

e And all of the above

Become a Friend of the Greenwood
Library!

You may become a member of the Friends
of the Library by making an annual tax-
deductible contribution. Online contribu-
tions may be made through the Longwood
University Foundation Office at
www.longwood.edu/advancement.

Please indicate "Greenwood Library" as
your gift designation. You may also mail
your contributions to Friends of the Janet
D. Greenwood Library, Longwood
University Foundation Office, 201 High
Street, Farmville, Virginia, 23909.

Planned Gifts, Endowment Opportu-
nities and Other Options

Donors making qualifying gifts may re-
quest that a room be named in honor or
in memory of an individual or organiza-
tion. The naming of buildings, rooms, or
other physical spaces is contingent on
approval by the Board of Visitors. Call
Franklin Grant at 1.800.281.4677, exten-
sion 3, for a confidential discussion about
the opportunities available.

Contact Us

The Friends of the Janet D. Greenwood
Library at Longwood University is gov-
erned by a steering committee composed
of librarians, faculty, staff, students, and
community members. For more informa-
tion about the Friends of the Greenwood
Library, please visit the Friends website at
www.longwood.edu/library/friends ot
contact Wendell Barbour, Dean of the
Library and Learning Services, at
434.395.2083.
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