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Joan of re 

by 
Bet y Lou Harm 

Joan of Arc will neverr kie tnou h history 
says she lived only n neteen ye rs . Toda•, she 
stanas out as a symbol of ea rness and br~very; 
of loyal to purpose and fa thfulness to duty; 
of service to her country and her followm n . Be 
caus the s irl- of Joan of re is what tis , 
the youn wom,n of Lo~ ~ood Coll more than a 
quar er of a cent1ry a o c Ou her s their deal
as theii~ 11 patron saint• 

To ay , two s tues of the 1 id of Orleans 
stand on our campus . To tnA c of 1Yl4 , we 
are j ndeea r&.teful ... o their .i. the stat..i.e 
of Jan of re that no sta1 s i1 hn center of 
th Rotunda w.1 re it arr .,ts 1;ne attent_on of 
t ousands of st"J.dents a.. 1 itors . ... s statue 
is a reproduction of the famous one chis le in 
lo7O by tne French sculptor , Henri - .ichel- ntoine 
Chapu of Paris . He called it "Jeane d 1 re ecou
tant 19 voix 11 (Joan o I'C Listening to the 
Voic s 11

) . ioda), tne or. in 1 stands i the use 
um of Luxembour, Paris. 

1hrougnout the years that tnougntful listen 
in look on the ~ittle French maid ' s face has 
i spirAa all ktnds of peop e of the Old orld to 
ht her t. s . Lik 111se, for ye rs it has insplred 
Lon ooa stud~nts to hi her iaeals . 

. ari U."'istow , now 1.rs . Thomas J . Starke of 
Richmon t Vir ·n1a , v;as Lhe president of that 
11 amous 1914 cla.,s . omehow her fat er, tr . R.c. 
Eris o, cau ht hr en husias 1 and made a i~t 
tr at cover d t e cos 01· tne transpor a ion o ~ 
statue , and tn b~ lding of the ped stal . Her 
let~er , wnich I q ote her tn part , ells the 
story oack of the sta~ue i the Rotunda . 



Dear Betty Lou, 

Endeavorin to deciae upon a 
theme for the salutatory address for 
gr•aduation exercisP.s, June 1914, I 
appealea to Mr . James Grain Pr for 
help . From his sue Astions , I chose 
"Leadershi.p of omen" with Joe.n of 
re as the xample or symbol . 

t tne same time tat I was 
stru uling for a theme , tre Senior 
Class was deliberatine over an appro
pri tE" gift to the Colle e • .r'ortunately, 
we learnP. from Dr . Jarman tnat ne had 
long wished to have a uitable piece 
of stat~ary for the Ro tunda . fter 
much research and sevcr•al consul ta-
ti on s w .... tL1 Dr . Jarm n , tr e class of 
191- , on h1s recommendation , decided 
that the r gift to the ColleLe would 
be a statue of "Joan of re LhJtenine,; 
to the Voices 11 as sculptured by Chapu . 

1Ihe statue did not arrive in time 
for Commencement trat June . Lut that 
suruner my father, Mr . R. C . Bristow , 
latar Iuslness Manager of the College , 
s~pervisPct tne uncrating of the statue, 
tne builctin of the pedestal, and the 
plac J of the st&tue in the Rotunda . 

Sincerely, 

Maria Bristo Starke, Clo.ss 191 
(Mrs . ..I.honas J . Starke) 

The other st tuP. of Joan of Arc for wnich e 
are gra tel ul is t .. e 11 Eques r ... an Sta ue II wh ich stands 
un er the Colonr.aae . Tis statue UP.p:cts tne brave 
maid obPying the voices "W ic told er to t~ke up 
arms for France . rt re resenus er mount~a with 
s-wora ra · s":ld nigh, just' s when s e le C1 the French 

rmy to v·cuory . ~his statue was prP entea to the 
Collee;e in 1927 by na Hy tt !Iun tin ton, the famous 



AmPrican sculptor . Had it not bPen for th enthus~ 
asm ana. L1it .. tiv of Lucy :-raile Ov"'rb y , a 1927 
Lon wood irl who trul nau tne Joan oI re spirit , 
likely we v..ou.ld not n~ve th:s Equ Suri n Sta ue or 

re . 11 -ou will prob bly think so, too, whe.1 
your thes P. cerp s fro rt r 1 tter ana ne s -
p pr cl ppin s nich o .. lo ~t. 

Ily 

Farmville , Vir in a 
F bruarj 1, 19~( 

r .rs • Iun I,_.._. ton, 
n rP.ply to your lettnr of Novem

ber, "'ri, 1920 , I w ... l to hruk yot.. for 
yotu• irlform t~m. concnrnin the st tw"' 
of Joa.!1 of .re . 

ince Nov mb r h v 
re pon~i- 1th]~ . kA . 
t r 1 01 1 be on a r y 
and ttat tn pr~ce f~K 
sculp or • • . n t n ~hlch WP. are 
int r sted is the e Statuette '3" 
in hei ht •. . t t e As;:; on o~ o...r 

r nt , Dr . J. ... . Jarman, w .~ 
n goti tt. ... v..ith local t '1k here •.• 
' he rt.o •• ey will 1& v to b r i..., a l 
t;hr e ye r b 11 roup of irls 
r a studer. body 01 1 , 000 .. , To ra_s 

it, means tt... WA , .. 11 have :i-c the 
gr wt sac ~f C we ha 
Ho ev r , each of us is 
a k n de i to .. 
noU ir r, can sto d i t'.., our 
st t , Mrs . untin ton , that h sin
spir us . .• en vest ld{ed every 
p · cture ana. v ry sta u of Joan 01 
1c , un yours is tnP. on~y one that 

r pr n t t.ie i.a.eal o our Joan of 
Arc C;lrcl • 

e state of V r~ nla n s five 
omen , b~t Far1 v:lle is 

t e oloe oft em 11 ••• 1:.;he statu 
will pl c din front of our lar st 
a'1d au.t.:..fuJ bu"ldin •. , T ll~ 
i spir not only thE'I rs nt roup of 

nts , bu also t e t.ous ndu of 
1i irl~ w o ·r yet to 1t.r 
Te en rs Co.l ••• r rs to 



come this s ~t e ill Man to the 1 nau it now 
means to u . 

And no, , Jrs . Huntin ton , 
th er ator o~ t1e c 11 st 
o...ir i uls , ,e a~k i th~r 
h lp us . 

Sincere y , 
Lucy Fo.ile 0 
Seer t1.i.l"'J o 
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an op ort for no n ... 
b pOSSP.5 th J 
h1 h OAr rE" 
Coll a 
of , 

ds 
_1 r ::Hi 

c of th 
or ers,.lf . 

Dona PS l\o Al 

J'ir.., . H.JI t · n,,. ton \""' ,,.. ! ly to l\ iss Ov 
lA ... r ,roe 1 p&rt . 

to our 1~t ... 0r of 
rrucn 1 r st ~nd 
o 1I' Joa:. Gire... na.s 

m u oi' Jo&.n of re 
11 tn~ ot.r. rs . 
spok to m.Y ..... oou 
sln i UH 0 

a. r - fo ... &.. d he 
1 c rcle 

WO t~ V ~ ~ to r -
s .. i. ... J Gire oi' ar ille , 
Vir , l s~c a. orcnze cop 
of ..... ~ our - · . 

"I y an or· r 
to t .. 0 to 1or tird 
to tne Joan tronze cop~ 
w lch y u I op~ you 
.~ll ~ccep... OU b s 
to t...., Jo 1 c.:.rcJ.e . 

SL .. c r ly yo .i.rs, 
nna. H- unt ton 

Mr . runtln ton wro t e : 
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Long may the :nsplring influence of Joan of 
re , the "patron salnt" of Longwood Colle~e, be 

felt by all the students - those who ha,·"' gone be
fore and tt~ose who are yet to come t 
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JOAN OF ARC , 



"Joan of Arc" by AN A HY TT HU TINGTO ' , 

Cathedral of t. John the Divifle, ew York City 
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