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FOREWORD 

A L MA MATER- the personality of an institution. It is 
more than buildings, more than Faculty and courses of 
instruction ; while it goes without saying that these arc 

indispensable, they arc far from being all that makes the college. 
A lma Mater is the spirit that pervades the place, the ideals to 
which it leads and with which ( often unconsciously) it imbues 
a ll within its wall s . 

T he object of thi s bul letin is to give to prospective students 
and to f ri cnds of the co ll ege facts which are not ( and shoul d not

be in the catalogue; little things which convey t·o the reader the
inner nature of the in st itut ion a 11 d ser ve to sho w just what th • 
life , ( a studen t here is. both in and outside the classroom while
in no sense a hi story, I hope that it 111ay bring lo them a r realization

o f the g reat work that has bee 11 done since t lie coll eg·c was 
founded, a knowledge o f the steady growth a long all lines . and 
some conception of the ideals that obtain and the high standards 
that a rc always held up before the students. 

July, 1929. 

JENNIE M. Tabb Registrar

81312 





Words by J e nn ie Masters Tabb, Class of 1893 

Music by M. V irgi nia Potts, Class of 1927 

/\II hail. Alma Mater, cl ear Mother. to thee 
T hy daughters ture, fa ithful , and loyal will be.
Thy gentle instruction, th y nurturing care 
Will lead them to cherish things lovely and fair. 
Thy lov ing protect ion , thy influence so sweet,
Will go with the111 always . a guide to their fee t. 
/\II hail. Alma Mater, dear Mother·r . to thee 
T hy daughters true, faithful, and loya l will be.

Thy hall s and arcades with their cal11 1. classic ai r. 
Thy campus with blossom pere1111ially fari,
Thy t rees a11d thy founta in . thy vin e-cove red walls,
Will li ve in their 111e111ory whatever befall s. 
Though far from thy care and protectionthey roam
They sti ll hold thee dear as a well beloved home.
!\ II hail, Alma Mater, clear Mother, to thee 
Thy daughters t rue. faithful. and loyal will be.
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OUR ALMA MATER 
(~_.,,,f~ 

V r he fir st teacher-training insti tution in Vi rginia was estab­
lished by the L egislature in 1884 and located in Farrnville, a small 
town in Southside Virginia, six miles from the old College of 
Hampden Sydney. 

The fir st clause of the J\ ct reads as fo llows : 

' 'There shall be established, as hereinaf ter provided, a normal 
school ex pressly for the training and education of white fernale 
teachers for publ ic schools." 

I t was not, however, until 1886 that the institution was 
incorporated by the L egislature under the nmne of the State 
F c111alc Normal School. 

That Farmvi lle st.:c urecl the school wa s due to the fact that 
th ' t1Jwn rilfere 1 to rl o11 a te to the S tate the bui lding· and gro11nds 
o f what was then known as Fan nvill · Coll ·g·e, a s111all plant 
ocrnpying less than half a squa re of g round. 

_,\ s the B il l was sig ned on March 7th, thi s dat e is obse rved 
in the College as Founders' Day: the 11 1elllhers of the V irgin ia 

L egisla ture being the fathers of the institution. The signing of 
thi s Bill was a very important step in the ed ucational life of Vir­
ginia; it was the beginning o f a real schedul e o f g rowth fo r the 
public schools and was the fi rst indication that the State was 
reali zing the g reat importance o f giving to her chil dren proper 
opportuni ties fo r an education. 

A mong the men who were closely associated with thi s begin­
ning of teacher-training we may mention two especiall y who 

threw themselves heart and soul into the work: Dr. J. L. M. 
Curry and Dr_ 'vV. J-( Ruffner. T o them is c0nceded the credit 

for th e 11 0n11al school idea in V irginia, and they were the guiding 
spiri ts of the new undertaking. 

Dr. Curry drafted the Bi ll fo r the establishlllent of the school 
and from that clay unti l hi s death in 1903. his interest was un-



flagging·. ]-le was th e lir,;t !' resident <Ji the Board o f. Tru stees 

and was ,me o f a co111111 ittee t<> report a plan fnr organ ization . 

" J\ s a states111an and leader in ed ucat ional 111 atters. Dr. Curry 

st•>od preeminent in the Sou th." :\n11J11 g n ia ny prominent pos i­

t io11 s helrl by hini was that rJ f agent for the I 'ea iJ,Jdy Fund fur a 

per i,Hl o f twenty-two yea r s. and he was a lso age11 l for the S later 

Fund ( fo r negm education ) for twelve years . Throug h t he 

admini sterin g· (Jf these fund s he had more to d o with the organ iza-­

tion o( the public scholl ls uf Virg inia and the South than any 

()ther 111 an . Tn a sketch of Dr. Curry the writer says : " H e w a s 

a wond erfull y ver sati le 111 an- solrli er . preacher , member of Con -

gn:ss. S tate I .egislator. arlmin ist rat(J r of t·wo funcls , professo r . 

coll ege pres ident. a nth ,1 r . represen tat ive at a fr> re ig n Court- awl 

w il·h it a ll . a kni g htl y g·e11tlelll an ;rnd a lo vabl e n1a11.' ' 

S ,>. from it s ve ry inception o ur schor>l was bl essed i11 ha vi11g 

ll w hig-lH:s t id eal s a nd standa rd s set befo re t h<>se who were to he 

;1ss<>c ia1 ed with it. 
Dr . ( ·11r ry' s pqrlrai t hangs in th e l'resi,lc 11 l's ( )nice and hi s 

ki 11rl ly face still i1Jllk s rll) wn ttp< >ll wl1 a t. eve 11 I" thi s <lay. may be 

ca lled lit e w<> r k "f hi s lia11rl s . 

The lirst !' res iden t uf t!t e S tate Felllale \ ,m11al School at 

Fa rm vill e . r111 e of th e lirst teacher-training inst itution s establ ished 

in the S outh . 11·as Dr. \\ ' ill ialll J Je m y Ruffn er. a man peculi a r lv 

well fi tted for the wrJ rk of organizing the school. }-Ie was th ~ 

fi r st S uperintenden t o f Public Instruction in V irg ini a. takin g· 

cha rge o f the publi c school system when it was founded in 1870. 
;ind remaining in thi s posit i<J n unti l he came to Farm vi ll e in 1884. 

From hi s experi ence as S uper in tendent Dr. Ruffner brought 

to the new in stitution a th<Jrough understa nd ing of the need s of the 

public schoul s : li e ha rl founded th elll. studi ed then1 a nd W()rked 

fnr them as hacl no ot her n1an in the S tate . J le knew the need s 

n f the teacher and h(Jw to 111 eet them . r I e came t<J hi s wn rk an 

erlucat ional ex pert. full y equipped. 

1 li s fath er . a d istingui sher! l 're,;hyte ri an lllini ste r. was for 

man y years !'resident <>f what is no w \\ 'ashington a nd Lee 



Uni versity. fnm 1 \1· hi ch institution Ur. Hu lTnc:r was graduated 
\\·ith the master 's degree in 18-1-5. I ,ike hi s fath er. he also entered 
the mini stry ancl \\'as at one t i111 e Chaplain of the Uni versity I)[ 

Viq; inia. 
The broad culture and wide ex perience of the !)resident were: 

rellecterl in the sclH )c)l. as attested hy the s11H>otl111 ess and efficiency 

o f the organi zation fron1 the hegin11ing·. 
[n the fa ll of 188-( its doors \\'ere opened to students. one 

hun cl red seven o i \\'hc)n l en rull er\ ( the tntal 111 all departn1ents ), 
\\·ith a faculty of seven. 

It has heen said of Dr . l{ulfoer that he die! for Virgini:1 
what Horace i\[ann , thirty-three years be fore. had dnne inr 

i\ I assachusett s. 

Farn1ville's :-;eccJ1HI I ' rc:-. irlu1l ca 111 e i11lfl 11 i'li ce 111 1887. I h. 
jCJhn .\tki nscJ11 l'u11ning·ha111. a 1n;u1 1\·q rthy i11 eve ry \\'ay lo lw­
cc>n1 e th e succ·ssc> r CJ i l>r . l~u lf1 1er and 1,, carry c>11 111nst cfli cic11tl y 
L11 e wc>rk begun thr ·c years prev i.,u :-; ly . l)r. l'11n 11i11gh;u11 ':-. 111<1l hn 
was \ la1·y jc1h11 st,n1. a gTa1 1clclaug·htn flf l 'cll- r _l<1'111 st1111 c: I " I .,,11 :-,: ­

\\'CJCH I.' ' Thi s fact is 111 entinn •c l licca usc it has a pcrn liar i111 .·r ·~1 
fc >r thcJse wl11J are assCJciat ·d \\' it h the ~t.; 1le T each -rs ( ·,>licg'L' s i11c · 

'' I ,cJ11 g·wcHJd" has recently liee 11 pmcli asc<I liy the C() llcg·e a: :1 

recreat icm center fCJr the students: it is !,,calerl CJ1 1 the 1111 1:ik il'l 
<Jf the tc1w 11. ahmt a Ii ft een-n1im1le 1\·alk frll111 the ca111pus. 

Ur. Cunningha111 \\·a s a 111 ,u1 q f so u11rl schc>l arship: a sturl c11 
at the University of \'irg· i11ia an d a graduate ,1i the 1rn er~ity ,,r 
J\ashville. with a var ier! experi enced in teachin g. He had served 
as professor in a cci ll ege and in a 111ilitary sch()l)I_. ancl as l' rineipal 
n f :\fad ison School in Ricl11 11 oncl. Va .. [roJ11 \\·hich latte r pns it i, m 

li e ecune to Farm vill e- fresh fr<J111 the problems ancl needs of the 
ptil >l ic school. Dr. Cunn i11 g-!1a111 serve<! Fanm·il le and the S tate 
f()r ten years. a11 cl <li ed i11 sen ·ice . Tile school was hi s li fe : t, J it 
li e gave hi s t i111e. hi s thought a11rl hi s 111an-clous power as a teach ·r. 
I fe ·was also an excelle11 t arl J11ini strntm and pmgress u11rl er hi s 
guidance was steady. Dr .. \ . U. :'l laycJ . who \·isited a gr eat 111:u1 \' 
school s in the interest CJf the l'eah,)< h· Fund. sa id thi s was til e best 
11 rm11al school in til e S,n1th. althnng·h there \\-e re se veral at tha t 
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time that had the advantage of it from the standpoint of equip­
ment and enrollment . Dr. Cunningham was a man of deep 
sympathy- especially for those who were struggling to help them ­
selves, and for this reason there could be no more fittin g monu­
ment to him than the Cunningham Memorial Loan Fund which 
was rai sed by the alumnae who graduated during hi s adntin istra­
tion, to help worthy girl s who are not of themselves ahl ' to finance 
their college life. 

U nder Dr. Cunningham the enrollment grew to two hun ­
dred seventy-seven ( including students in both the academic aml 
professional courses) with twelve members of the Faculty. 

Upon the death of Dr. Cunningham , Dr. Robert Frazer was 
call t d to the Pres idency o f the Normal School. J\. t the time he 
was President of the fndustrial In stitute and College at Colum­
bus, Mi ss.; a write-up of Dr. Fraz ' r says that " he brnught to hi s 
new work a richly stored mind , a broad knowledge of li f ', and a 
va ried and valuable experience in schools of many types. Hi s 
fou r years' work was characte rized hy the same earnestness and 
zeal, tit ' same conscientious devotion to his convictions o f duty 
that he has di splayed elsewhere and the result , as before, was 
growth and expansion o f a steady, stable kind. " 

During the Presidency of Dr. Frazer, in 1899, the V i1·­
ginia Normal League was establi shed; a fund which is maintained 
by annual membership dues and hy gifts. and exists for the 
purpose of making loans to students who need assistance in obtain­
in rr an education. 

Dr. Frazer resigned hi s position in 1902. to accept that of 
Field Agent of the General Education Hoard. 

i\ long with the portraits of Dr. Curry and President,; Ruff­
ner and Cunningham in the President's Office o f the College, 
there is another that should be of interest to all who care any­
thing for the early hi story of the in stitution . 



At the time of the establishment of the >ionnal School Dr. 
J ames Nelson was Pastor o f the Baptist Church in Farmville 
and \\·as very enthusiastic in hi s interest in the new undertaking . 
It was la rgely clue to him that the school was located here and he 
was almost a cha rter lllember of the Board of Trustees since he 
was appointed a few 111onths after it was establi shed, to fill the 
place o f a mcrnbcr who resigned . H e served on thi s Board with 
unusual faithfulness until it was aboli shed in 1914 and the in­
stitu tion went under the V irgi nia Normal School Board which 
had charge of the fo ur teacher-training in stitutions of the State. 

D r . Nelson 's portrait was presented to the College in 1927 
hy i\Jr. vVi lliam Nelson (a son of Dr. Nelson ) and hi s wife . The 
pain ting is the work o [ D uncan Smith o f New York City, wh0 
married a daughter of the donors. 

In the College J~cadi ng Roolll may be ~ce11 the portraits of 
three other members of thi s Hoard of Trustees, Cc11 cral vVilliam 
H. T alia fer ro, Juclg·c Francis Nathaniel \ i\Tatki11 s and Col. .1. P. 
Fitzge rald ; the two last. citi,.cns of Farm vill ·. 

The fourth I 'res ident of State T eachers '() ][cg', Dr. Joseph 
l ,eri11 ;_m] J arman, has served much lunge r than all o [ tlic other:; 
combined . A t thi s writing, in July, 1929, he is in the twenty­
eighth year o f hi s incumbency. D r . J arman is too well known 
as a 11 educator , not only throughout Vi rginia but uationally 
as well , to need any in trod uction. I t is imposs ible to put in to a 
hrief bullet in even a small part of what he has accomplished. T he 
institution has grown, expanded , developed under hi s wise leader­
shi p until today it is recogni zed as one of the outstanding T eachers 
Colleges of the U ni ted States . 

V\Then Dr. J a rman entered upon his duties in 1902 he found 
a small school with a Faculty o f thirteen members, offering three 

yea r s of academic (or high school ) work and 011e year of pro fes­
sional work. In that year there were only fifty-e ight students in 
the pro fessional cou rse- in J 928 the re \\'e re 011 c thousa11d ninety­
fi Ye . 

U nder the fo n11 er P res idents the Yery small buildi1w that 
had been donated fo r the beginnings of the normal school had 





hern adrl erl to several ti n1 cs. The present :.J iddlc \1\/cst \\.in g lia- 1 
hccn erectecl. there \\·as a Slllall dining hall in the rear. the Scienc 
I !all harl hccn built . an<I the Training School had progressed frolll 
a s11ta ll fra1n c ln1ilding in which it was fir st housed. to a nice 
1,rick h11ilrli11 g (a pri vate res idence) recently purchased hy th· 
!-'chool. 

Frolll thi s 111 odest beginni ng has ri sen the spl endid coll ege 
<,f today with it s heauti fu 1 buildings . its standard college courses . 
it·s up-to-date Campus Training School and six Rural Training 
School s. it s abl e Facult y and it s thousand s of loyal alunmae scat­
tered ove r the nation. 

Th e S tate T eachers College at F'annvi1 1e is a n1emhcr of the 
:\ 111 eri ca11 _\ ,: srJc iati011 of T eachers Coll eges and also hold s 1ne1n ­
hershi p in th e Southern :\ ssnciatio11 of Crillcges ;rnd Secondary 
SchcJo ls . 

. \1nong the many changes that ha ve taken place dming· th ' 
;1Cilllini stratinn of l)r. .Jannan. we may not e that the nan1e ,if 
the in stituti()Jl has hcc 11 cha11gccl twice . Th · old S tat · Ferna k 
J\: orlllal Schc 1() ! ex istecl as such fr ,11n 1~~-1- t() 19 1-1- 11·\1 e11 1\w Vil' ­
g ini a I ,egisla tul'c ck11 1g·ccl it to S tat e Nonna\ School f() I' \\ '0111 e11. 
\11 19 1(> the pri vil ege of ccmferrin g· degrees was g l'a11 tecl a11cl 11 1 
192-1- it heca111<.: the present S tate T eachers Coll eg·c . 

: \ 11 excellen t desc ription of the plant was given recc11ll y rn 
th e \:orf,>lk ancl \l\lestern l\,[agaz ine. as follcJws : 

"The coll ege pl ant consists of a group of co1 111 ect ing h11ilcl -
111gs . The i\ lain Buildin g occupies the central place in the fr()nt ­
ag·e . Thi s building with its l"r)lli c colun1n s. its old-fashi,med door­
way anrl its grace ful rotunda. is a charn1ing exa1nple nl· colonial 
archi tecture . Upon entering . a l>eauti ful recepti on hall gTcets nne : 
above are the balcony ancl the dorne with its magnificent pain t­
mg·s . l Terc the arti st, th e late 1_;: _ :d on talconi rJ f l~ichm i11d . Va .. 
has placed the portrait s of Thonias J e ffer son. Horace \'1'ann. J. L. 
M. Curry and Dr. \ ,V _ T-1. Rn1fn er. fir st President of the college. 

Bet ween each of these portraits is a S)'. lllholic picture in ri ch color~. 
representing the fqm purposes of th r; institution: Stncly . \l"cd ita ­
tirm. Hecrcation and R est. Tn thi s painting· we have the very 
l1 ear t of a schl)ol which gathers her daughters about· her. share-; 
\\' ith them her knowlerl g·e . in spires them with her spirit and send , 
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them fo rth to train growing minds and growing ideals. Farm­
ville, the oldest of all normals; the great Mother Teacher." 

During the administration o f P resident Jarman the campus 
has been extended from time to time until it now occupies five 
squares ( approx imately twelve acres) in the heart of the town; 
th is in the campus proper , without the buildings located off the 
campus- the P resident 's Horne, several dormitories, etc. 

Among the many buildings which have been erected may be 
mentioned the East and West Wings, the Middle East Wing. 
the Training School, Infirmary, Dining-hall. Dormitories, the 
T ,aundry and Power P lant and. the greatest achievement of all. 
the beautiful Student Building which occupies the east encl o f the 
campus. In this building are housed the student activities : here 
we find handsome rooms, beautifully equipped, for the Student 
r;overnment Association, the Y. W. . i\.., Student Publication~. 
Srirn riti es. etc., while across the entire front is the splendid Lounge 
with its open r,re and old- fashi oned mirror over the man tel. 1o-

S ince as far back as 1904 it has been the beauli(ul cu:;L0111 
o f the graduating cla:;ses to leave wi th their /\lma Mater so111t 
token o f their a ffection and these gifts are so distributed that 
one comes upon them in practically every part o f the plant. Fo,· 
instance : when the aud itorium was built in 1904 the classes of 
that year gave the reading stand and Bible fo r the stage. T he 
next year two statues were presented: these adorn the sitting 
room for students in the :tv[ain Building, and the reception hall­
the Venus de M ilo, and the ·winged Victory. The 1906 classes 
also presented statuary: U rania, which stands in the reception hall , 
and Minerva, in the auditorium . In 1907 two beauti Eu\ picture,; 
were given for the parlors, Aurora, and the Dance of the Muses. 
The 1908 classes presented a second statue for the auditorium 
stage as a companion for the Minerva- Diana Robing. There are 
also two handsome bas reliefs. on either :;ide of the stage: /\ lexan­
der's Triumph and Aurora ; these were the gifts of students in 
the kindergarten course. Near these panels is a plain tablet of 
brass, expressing the love and admiration o f students who were 





in th e etJliege during the ad111i11 istratio11 ri [ Dr . Cun11i11 gha111 . lt 
hears the fr1llo wi11 g i11 scripti u11: 

John 1\ . Cunningham

U11r President
1887-1897

Born J u11 e 24, 1846
Died ( October9, 1897 

Strong and True. 

Th e 19 10 g ir ls gave a Corot land scape for the l'reside111 \ 
< )/"Ji ce and a llag fo r the d0111e of the i\lain l{ui lcli11 g. 

The classes of 19 10 and 19 11 made do11ati,in s to the Nonna! 

I ,eague : 19 12 a11d l.9 15 gave a set of pictures fm the Trai11in1; 
Sc!Hiol ; l 'JU. hooks fo r the lnlir111ary ; Jf) l -t a statue of _l oan oi 

/\re which ocrnpies the central place in the recept ion hall and 
gTeels a ll vi sit ors as they enter. 

The ( 'lasses of 19 1 ( J present ed a port rail of I 'res ident _l ar 
111;u1 lo he hung i11 the I ,ihrary. 11 1 1') 17. ]<)1 8 and !') ]() cl:1ss 
g ift s 11·ere divert ed frn111 the co ll eg·c ;1nrl Wl' llt t,1 the s1ilk r<Ts 
fr,1 111 tli e \i\' or lrl v\'a r. These d,111atirn1s IVL' l"l' t,1 the I\L· lgi:111 

l~c li cf l-' t111d. the S tudent l-' ri e11rl s l1ip War l-' u1 11I. a11rl the l 111it l' :I 
War \ \fork Ca111pai g11. l)lll"in g· th is t i11 1e the sturle11 h o f th l' r ,1!­
lege were e11 thu siasti c in th eir int erest i1 1 the reli ef ,ii s11l rni11g· 
and 111a11 y of them mad e ,·n y real sanili c ·s i11 nnk r t,i acid ·; " 
the fund s hei11g rai sed. 

111 1920 The !\ppeal t,1 the (;reat Spirit 11·as arlcl erl 1,1 Ili c 
coll ege col lection o f statuary. and stands in tli e Seni,1r I 'arlors. 

Th e following year \\"as the hegin 11i11g ()f the real can 1paig11 
for the rai sing of fu11 cls for the Student Huildi11g. Thi s h11ildin g 
wa s in reali ty built 11po11 fai th: the fa ith o f the !'resident in hi ; 
students . alt11 11 11 ae. a11d fri encl s. T he State Leg·isla ture apprn • 
priated Ii ft y thousand doll ars toward it. prm· i<li11 ~· for the fir st 
ilno r \\"hich is nccupi ecl hy an e:--;cell e11t gy111\la~i11111 ;111d th e ()["fices . 
class roo111s. etc .. of the I 'hysical h lucat·i()11 I )ep:ll" I 111 e11 l". a11d ti ll' 
fourt h nnor which co11 sish q f r!, m11itori es . The C()st of th L· huilrl ­
ing " ·as apprn xi111 ately 011 e !11111rlred seYc11ty thousand d() ll a rs--il 
(()ok faith in g reat measure to heg i11 thi s u11d ertaki11g : hut the 
drea111 l1a s hee11 accrn11plished a11d stand s as a heautif11! jl\"ll ll f th:1t 





this great faith was justified ; for , while the debt is not yet paid 
in full, it has been reduced to a comparatively small amount and 
students and alumnae still keep alive their interest in the work; 
on every Founders ' Day they present their Birthday Gifts to 
/\ l111a Mater , to be applied to this purpose. The first class donation 
toward the S tudent Building was that o f 1921 and the next three 
years als() added materiall y to the fund. 

The four-year course leading to the degree of Bachelor o ( 
Science in E ducation was installed at the college in 1916, the first 
graduates going out in 1919. F or several years thi s degree class 
joined with the diploma class (graduates from the two-year normal 
courses ) in their gift. but in 1925 thirty-one degrees were con­
ferred and fro111 that time the two classes have made individual 
gif ts to the college. The degree class o f that year presented two 
handsome pi ctures for the l~tmge o f the student building : "The 
Cnrnf1 eld s" hy Constable and "The Swiss Village o f Laufenhurg' ' 
hy Cooper ; the diplo111a graduates added a third pictmc, " P eac,: 
and Pl enty" by Innes. 

T he degre ' class o f 1926 placell a lovely sun dial 0 11 1hc 
campus and the diploma class hung two velvet panels, haml painted, 
in the Recreation Hall ; in 1927 the two classes uniter! in the 
presentation o f a very f1 ne O rthophoni c Vict rola for thi s hall. 

The 1928 classes followed the cxa111pl c o f their sisters 
seventeen and eighteen years back. and left their remembrance in 
the form o ( a contributi on to the Normal L eague. 

The Summer Q uarter , since it was 111ade a part of the regular 
college work in 1925. has been organized on just the same basis 
as the quarters of the regular session and practi cally all o f the 
student activities are carri ed on at that ti111 e. U p to 1928 there 
have been only a few students compl eting the course in the sum ­
mer on account of the fact that such a short time has elapsed since 
its installati on as a regular college quarter_: however, in 1928 there 
was a sufficiently large class to warrant regular commencement 
exercises and the deli very of diplomas ; this fir st summer class 
was composed o f three degree _graduates and thir ty-one diploma 
g raduates . Like the classes () f the regula r session, they also lef t 
their gift to Alma :Mater in the fo rm o f a fourth picture for the 
Student Building-the best loved building on the campus. 



T \\·o , ,t her gi f h to the c,i '. lege shfJuld receive very spcc i a l 
111 ention. The fir ,; t ()[ the,;e is the portra it ()f !' resid en t ( ·t11mi11g­
ha111. presented hy the C]a ,;,; of 189-1- 1J 11 ll1 e twent y- third anni ve r ­
sary of their g raduat ion: practi cal ly a ll 111 e111!Jers of the class re­
tu rned f1Jr th e occasi()n and l'resi <l e11 t Ct1 nni11ghalll 's so11 a lso was 
present. .\ plate on the fra llle hea rs the na!1les o i the 111 e11tl ie r s 
of the Class. twenty-one in 11t11nher . \ Ir. lk nj a !1li11 \ latth e w 
CrJx bega n hi ,; serv ice to th e coll ege under l ' re,; ident C1111ni11 g-h..un 
and was a faithfu l, loyal. hcloved 1ne1nher o f the ad 111i11i ,; lrat i, J11, 
as l\nsiness \,la11ager. to th e t i1 11e of hi s death i11 192-~. The fol­
lowing· year a spl endid portrait 1Jf hi111 was present ed by th e 
alt m1nae. and hangs in the llu si11 es,; 1 )nice where he pn:: ,; id ed ,;n 

cfli cientl y filr sil 111any yea r ,; . 

Ill I ')28 the S igrna S igma S ig111a Soro rity crn11111 c1n,iratecl 
th irty yea rs of ex istence !Jy placing in th e l~ecepti on I la !! a lo ve lv 
liro11 ze t;1hl ct hea ri ng the cl)al-o f-a r!1l s an d the 11 a 11 1e,; of the 
fr,u11d crs rtf the sorririly whi ch has 11,,w heCl)Jll C a national on e . 

. \ t c1J111111 c11ce1ne11t the , ame year. a hand some stone seal anrl 
st111 di a l we re placed 011 the ca rnpus i 11 co1rn11e111 orat io11 of the 
f,nu 1d i11 g· . i11 1897. l)i i-..:appa Della. another 11al io 11 a l sorority . 
Li ke the shiel d . this hears th<.: Cl)a\-l) f-ann s and th<.: 11 an1<.:s of the 

fr>t11 1<lers . 

I 11 Septe1nher. I 9?8. I 're,; ide11 l J arrna11 received a k:Ue r f ro111 
the National r )ffi ce of !'.eta Tat1 .\ lpha Sorority . n ,,tif ying hi11 1 
that the )./ at i,ma l Co 11 vc11 tin11 o f that yea r had voled lo presen t 
the coll ege wit h a gift nf 011 e l1t111dred do'. lars each year for tlw 
nex t six yea rs : the g·i ft (() he kno wn as the i\ laurl c J on es I frJrner 
Scl 1f) ]arsh ip fl f Zeta Ta t1 .- \ lpha . The rec ipient o f thi s scholar­

shi p is tn he. preferabl y. a girl frn 111 llt1cki11 gh;u11 Cr Hrnty. V irg ini a. 
and the fund is to he ad11 1i11i stererl through the Nonna] 1,eag ue. 

Zeta Tau .\ lpha was fo unded at Farn1 vil lc in 18<:.>8 a nd _:\ Jpha 
Chapter remained there until 1900 when it. along with l( aopa 
Delta. was for ced by the ruling o f th e Nat ional Panhell enic C~11 . 
;._:Tess concerning nnn 11 al school,;, t-<1 g·ive up the chapter . 



The col lege is 11 <)\\' iurty-live yea r s uld and for seYe ra l yea r s 

there has hl:e 11 a111, 111 g the stud en ts a "Crancldaugh ter s Uuh" c01 11 -

j)<J serl of son1 e thirty- li ve member s . Thus do the alumnae show 

in a very concrete way. the ir lrJve a nd loyalty. 111 Septe111 he r. 

1928. two g reat g ranrlclaugh tcrs ente red. the ir g ran d111 othe rs hav · 

ing been stucl ent s a l the coll ege just be for e it became the :\or111al 

School. 

!'I I ·11ti o 11 has been 111aclc of the [act that we arc an ... \" g rade 

T eacher ,; Coll ege. 111 1927 I\Lr. I loward .J . .\kGi1111i s oi 1•:ast 

Ca rolina T each er s C oll ege. C r een vill e . N. l .. made a stud y nf 

th e m1tstancli11 g· Teacher s Coll eges o f the U nited S tates. 111 d oing 

thi s. j\,j r. l\ lcC inni s sen t a con1plctc li st o f tk se colleges to a larg' 

11t 1111 1Jer o[ pro111i11e11t educator s. a sking that th ey check \\·hat. th ey 

rn nsidc red to he the t wc11ty- l'1ve out standing ones. Th e 111 e11 an<! 

w,1 11 H.:11 select ed fo r g ivin g thi s i11f o rn1atio1 1 wer ' no t c,i nnec ted 

ll'i th T eachers ('()ll eges hu t all we re cons id er ed as bein g· 1h,mn1g·ld,, 

c,1111pete11l o f judg· i11 g· such in stitution s s ince al l had liee 11 :11 

sq1 11e t ime in tha t kine! o f work o r co11 11 ec ted with ii 1hr,1 11 gh :1 

S tate supe rin tendency. a pmfcssu rship in th e l•: <111 e; ition l)ep;1rl · 

lllCllt o f a U ni vers ity. etc. 'v\/e we re plea s ·cl t< ) learn th ;1t l•;1rm • 

1· il le fe ll in the 1'1rsl twelve of these out sta11 cl i11 g n il lcgcs . 

The pa ram ount purpose of tl1 e co ll ege is se t fmt h 111 ,n1r 

11 1<Jtt,J: '' \t\le teach to teach." Never since he r do,1r s \\'e re npc nec\ 

to students has sh e swer ved fr om what she conside r s tn he th·· 

hi ghest aim a nd purpose for a ny in st itu t ion . The g ro\\' l h ()f th e 

publi c schoc)I system has been closely fo ll owed a nd need s anti c­

ipated: w h enever a new requirem ent wa s m ade the C<Jll ege a t 

Fa rm vill e not onl y m et it IJ11l often had teacher s a lready trainc I 

r, ,r the new wo rk. 

The course o[ stud y cons ists o f two-yea r a ncl friur-y ea r 

courses fo1· elementary teach er s and four -year courses fo r hi gh 

school teacher s. 

The in structi on is o f a hi gh type : the Farnlty . frn111 th" 

earlie st clays o f the in stituti on. has been ca re full y selected anrl has 

m1111her ecl am on g its m ember s m any m en and women whn were 

"ubla11ding· in th e prof cssion and w hose in llue11 ce has h cc11 111nst 



potent in the li ves of the young students \\·ho came in contact 

with them. 

·while the professional side of all work is emphasized and the 
professional attitude is fostered and maintained in every depart­
ment, the student gets a full, well rounded academic coll ege course; 
al ong with thi s she has methods of teaching, and special methods 
courses for the work in which she is speciali zing; fnrth crmore . 
her abil ity as a teacher must be sati sfactoril y demonstrated before 
she is sent out with the stamp of the approval of the college. In 
thi s day when special training is so widely required in all business 
and pro fessional positions, it is essential that those who are to 
undertake the training u f ,mr children and young girls and boys 
should he speciall y prepared for thi s important work, should serve 
their apprenticeship and prove their ability to handle the s ituation 
he fore they are put in the classroom; 11ot assrnning thi s g reat 
rcsponsihil ity without a knowledge o f the prin ciples which underli e 
!heir wnrk, o( the nu)st modern methods, and without an idea as to 
I he standard o [ work that should obtain in the g rades over which 
they arc tu pres ide. .'\11 untrained teacher (although the pos­
:cssor of a most exce ll ent general education ) is just as untrained 
as the graduate <)( a college who undertakes a responsible position 
in a business in wh ich he has had no experi ence, and in which he 
has to feel hi s way until he acqu ires a certain deg-rec o f efficiency. 

The profcssio11al colleges are fo rging ahead at a very rapid 
rate aml the people are beginning to reali ze the importance of 
profess ional training, not only for the elementary grades but for 
t-hc high school as well; and it is also being considered and dis­
cussed as 111ost important fo r the college tec~cher if the students in 
our colleges are to have the best opportuniti es in education. 

The development of the student at Farmville is not con­
sidered as compl ete with classroom instruction alone; an all-sided 
development is the aim of the administration- development along 
the special line of teaching, development fo r citi zenship, for the 
111 011lding and strengthening o f character. hr community work, 
and a clevelop111ent of the spiritual side. 



O f the factors \\·h ich enter into tl1c · · tra1 111ng al, ,ng these 
lines the two fir st to be crm siderecl a rc the Stndent ( ,ovnimient 
.-\ssociation and the Y. \ '-/ . C . J\. 

The purpose of the S tudent Govc r111n ent 1\ ss, ,- iati,, 11 is "to 
preserve the student honor and to f urth<· :· t1 1e interests o f th,~ 
coll ege as far a s li es within its power . [t has jurisdiction () \Tr 

the girl s during stud y h<mrs, in chapel, in the dining hall and ;n 
all cases where the gofld name of the student body as a whr,1 ~ 
would be in volved." 

Nothing affords such excellent trai ning fo r citizen ship as the 
opportun ity for selI -government; that is, directed sel f-govern111enl. 
ft makes the student feel that she is on her honr,r , that the reputa­
t ion o E the college is dependent upon the manner in whi ch she 
conducts herself. T he college is regarded as a co111111unity ; a 
community of selected citi zens. and at all times an e ffort is made 
to keep thi s befo re the minds of the students and to have them 
reali ze that each indi vidual has her conm11111ity respon sihilit:i es. 

T he li fe of the students is (as fa r as it is possibl e to make :1: 
s0) a /1 0111 c li fc; thi s idea is str essed in many ways. T here is 11 0 

Dean o f \ i\Tornen, hut _rather the H ead o f the H1)111c, and all 111 e111 -
hers of the staff of the J-fome Department regard it as a large 
famil y. T he beauty of the cam pus, the close contact which exists 
between the students and the Horne Department. the rlonnitory 
accom111odations with their attract ive hall s. lounges . sitt ing· rooms. 
and parl ors, produce an atmosphere of ease anrl freedom. a 

horniness which surroun ds the whole college. 

Farmville is a State institution, and as such is not umler 
denominational influence ; but the coll ege reali zes folly the im­
portance of relig ious training and fosters and encourages anv 
agency that makes for such t raining. T he Young \i\Tomeus Chris­
ti an Association is a very active and prominent organ ization , rank­
ing along with the Student Government Association . T hrough 
it B ible study classes are conducted by members of the Faculty 
,ind the minister s of the town also take a part in outlining thi s 

work. 



Daily reli g· i, n1s exercises arc heir! i11 the chapel by tli · 
ad ini11i st rat io11 of the college . a11rl l•:,·enin .~· l 'raycr Scn ·icc hy th e 
y _ v\·. C. .- \ . 17ann vill e is well equ ipped with churches an d the 
students are urged to attend uprm th~i r se rv ices a nrl t<l ide11ti f y 

thcn1 scll'l:S with their Sunday Sch<l<lb and societies for y•>U 11 ;_:­

people. 

Jn add ition to these tw<J organi za lin11 s. there is a g reat deal 
outside the actual work of th e clas,;mom that contributes to the 
life of the student: hniadening her culture a nd af"ford i11g a pl eas­
ing var iety in her li fc. These extra curri cula act ivit ies offer . op­
portunity to the student who cares to take advantage o f them . 

F,,r the g·irl wh<J is talented in drawing there is the l'ostc1· 
( ']uh anrl the Sketch Class : th<Jse 11·ho love nn1sic enjoy work ­
ing· in th ' Choral Club. the ( ;J ee Club and the ( ) rchcstra: th <.: 
I .ill.: rary ;t11rl l)chatin g· Societ ies provide ex ·ellcnt t rai ning alo11 .~ 
t hl'SC Ii nt:s . whi le the week! y newspaper ( T he H<J tunrla) . the ( 'o l­
k gc I ,it -rary \ lagazine, and the annua l (T he Virg· ini an) hri1 1;.; 

t" li g-lit 111uch u11 suspcc tcd literary talent in <Jur 111 irbt. T h,· 
I )ra 111 at i · ( ·1ul1 prcst:nls lw<J rl cli g· li lfu l plays eac h vear a11rl g 1,-c -; 
thi s type ()f training lo a 11u111hcr ()f slur] c11Ls. 

l-' ,1r th · ath letic g ir l there arc <J]l])< >rtuniti cs i11 basket hall. 
lrn 11i s. h,1ckcy . etc .. hcsides ,r,Jrk i11 c,,11 11 cct i,,n "· ith the i)epart -
111 c11 t <lf l'hy,; ical l•: <luca tirJn wh ich !-( iYe,; in structi on 111 :\at11ral 
l);1 11Ci ng . . \t ltl eti c l)ancin g· anrl 1-'<Jlk Ua11 cin g. 

\ \ 'hi k the kcyw,,rd of State T caL· hcrs ( ·<Jlk;.;e is "c•>•J pna­
li<ln," there arc three others 11· hicl1 n111 a Ycry close second: 
"schrilarship . leadership. a11<l sen-i ce." Th <.:se arc e111phasizerl tr, 
such an t:x tent that· in 1918 an I l<Jn<>r Society i,>r their rccng·11i ­
tin11 ,,·as fn rmcrl i>y the Faculty. \\·ith a Ycry . high ,-;ta11rlarrl f()r 
111e111hcrship. Pi Kappa ( )1 11 ega il•>uri sherl ior ten years. estah­
li shcrl l\cta Chapt er al th e S tate T eachers Cnll cge at H a rri sf>ll ­
hurg·. \·irgini a. and i11 1')2~ 11·as taken i11 t11 the 11atill11al ,,rg;:u11 z;,1. ­
ti()11 l,appa l)elt-a l' i. 



The true purpose (Jf i>i k appa ( )mega i,.; expressed 111 th·· 
fn ll r)ll· ing : 

Thrmgh o ft the road scc111 toilsome. hard and l<mg 
(The wea ry road tha t lead s tfl ward the li ght ) . 
T o upwa rd cli111h : to keep alway in sight 
Th e worthy goal : to ever sing a song· 
( l f sweet crJ11te11t. 1 n loving service strong : 
111 lc11di11g help to take a rare deli ght. 
T ,i learn . to se rve . to lead toward the right. 
T,1 lr11·c of t rn th and hatred of all wrong·. 

T<> learn. to lead . to serve- behold. these three 
Th ' g reat <Jhj ect form . Fnll well to know 
The joys o f ser vi ce and. whate 'e r th ere he 
To <J Vercome that maketh hard the way . to show 
L"11to the world (so all 111 ay sec) 
That Ser vice dr ith fr <J 111 I .ovc and Kno wledg·c grow. 

1 'i 1, appa ( l11 1cga ( now Kappa Delt a I 'i ) 11·as f,1l l,1 11'cd . i11 
l<J2S. l1y a second organ izat ion of a sli ghtl y cli1Tn e11 t 11 ;1(111-c : 
.\ lpha i)elta l~ho. the pu rpose qf wh ich was " t, 1 hri11 .1r tog·ethn 

1.:ach year a g rn up of representat ive st:udenh and 111 c111hers <>f tlw 
fac ulty. to fo_s ter hi gh ideals a nd standa rcb of lead ership a111011 ,; 
the students. ;111cl tri help i11 the solt1 tio11 o f college pr,,hlc111s 
through the pro111<1t i<J11 of desirabl e coordi11atio11 of the vari ous 
in te rests. activit ies . and organizat irlll s of the coll ege .' ' 

Like 1-' i Kappa O mega. 1\l pha Delta l\11 0 has 11 0 \\· heco111c 
11ati, mal and is for111in g chapters in other places : it has jni ne<l 
with a similar organ ization at the University of South Caroli11:1. 
the lll'o merg ing under the name of ;\lpha Kappa Ca111ma. T he 
chapter at Farmville. the 111 other chapte r . is known as the J na11 
Circle of .- \ lnha Kappa Gamma. The require111 cnts for 111"111her­
;;hip are a h i~·h rmlcr of ,chola r, hip . ancl gnod cit izc11 ~hip - - placi11 g· 
;;Tea t c111phasi~ <Jll servi ce . 



T1rn COLONN ADE, S HOWI NG S TATUE OF J OAN OF A nc 



During the session ot 1926-1927 thi s society became very 
much in terested in securing tor A lma Mater an equestrian statue 
of Joan ot A rc; through the correspondence relative to this the 
sculptor , Mrs. i\ nna B yatt Huntington and her husband, A rcher 
Mil ton Huntington , of New York City, became very much in­
terested in the work of thi s J oan Circle: so much so that. t0 the 
delight of the mernbers of A lpha Delta Rho and of all con nected 
with the college, they presented the society with thi s heauti fol 
bronze statue, valued at two thousand dollar s. There arc onl y 
four o f these in existence: one on Riverside Drive in New York 
City , one in France, one in one nf our western citi es . and one 0 11 

the campus at Farmvill e. Q uoting once more h um the article 
publi shed in the Norfolk and vVestern l\fagazine : 

"Approach the open colonnade which connects the Student 
Building with the East \ ;\T ing and there. in the very center , is a 
fi gure in brom.e atop a marbl e base which, in contrast to the dull 
metal bears its prize with stately g race. H ere is eagerness, action , 
bravery, deflance, loyalty to an ideal, faithfulness to duty. heauty 
of countenance- J eanne d' A rc, the Maid of O rlean s. Her h, 1rse. 
an exqui site cxalllplc of animal beauty, catching the hrc nf zeal 
from its rider, strain -; nn the bit with muscles taut, neck arched, 
and nostril s dilated. Th e girl. ra ised 0 11 tipt'1Jcs in her sarldk , 
thrusts her sword upward. ] lcr visor is throw n back. revealing 
a face o [ fc rvor- o f a leader , 0 [ a noble and heauti f ul characte r. 
J eanne d' 1\ rc, the patrnn saint 0 [ Fannvillc , expresses the -;piri t 
of thi s great schoo~- thi s institution of eagerness . bravery. (a ith ­
ful~1ess to duty, beauty of countenance and loyalty to purpose. 
It is an in st itution which looks [onvard to an ideal, which raises 
'.ts sword high in the battl e against illiteracy ; an institution whi ch 
111sp1res young women to leadership in their country, and which 
prepares its daughters to train the citi zens o f tomorrow." 

A memher of the Class of 1929, '.',ili ss '.\Ia rtha Baker Has~ , 

g ives us the fo llowing lines : 



\\ 'it h ()ur wcJ11rl cri11 g eyes uplifted 
To y()u r rapt face. J cJan. 
\Ne have trod the years together 
Ti ll our race is a li11 0,;t done. 

,\ 11 rl I th ink we hear your Vc1iccs 
;\,; ycJu heard them long ago, 
J\ 11d I think that your pure arrl ur 
[11 ou r hearts has learned t() glc lll·. 

s() WC would heed y()Ur Voices. 
Loyalty and Fai th and I ,ove-
Sel ll c,;s , rai se our !\ 1111a \ rater 
To the stars above. 

Tht re arc stil l ()[her hn1w r societ ies in the cc, ll egc. ar li11i tti11g 
lo 111e111licrship th()se wh() sh()w spec ial apti turlc al()1tg spec ial line ;-; 
a11cl at lhc sa111 • ti111e attai n to the rc'luircrl sta nda rd o[ scholar ­
ship i11 tli ·ir g·c11eral prngTa111. The Virg ini a ( ;a111 111 a 'hapter oi 
I ' i ( ;;i111 111 :t \ I 11 was nrga11i 1/.Cd i 11 1 ')27 as a lira11ch Cl f the l\ at irn1 a 1 
Sc>c ial Science I lo11,1r S fJcicty t• > furth er the sc ic11til.,c stud y llf llw. 
pr()l,lt:111 ,; .. r S<JCial sci 'Il l'(; . 

F, Jr a 11u1111Jcr ()f yea rs the l)cliatc Uuh lt as been i11 cx istenc,: 
111 the college. l ' tthli c rlebates anrl in ter -c<>ll egiate debates g in : 
excell ent training in thi nkin g· 011 one's feet. a11cl fnr success ful 
clttli ll'ork. I 11 1928 thi s cl111J aff-il iatcd \\ ith the :'\ at inna l I )cha1:.: 
Cl ub. I 'i 1,appa l)elta. 

11 1 any large liody of sturlents will he fo u11cl 1n 1111ernus club;-; 
and organizati ons the purpose and 111 ca11in g· of whi ch ( i11 111a11 y 
i11 sta11ccs) arc k11 nw 11 tri the 111 c111liers alo11 c. [11 order to sho,\· 
1·h;1t the girl s at l•'a r111 vi ll c arc hy 11,, 111 ca 11 s lacking in i11i tiat iY<· 
alo11g this line. we give i11 fu ll the activ ities li ster! ll\· th c111 in their 
a1 111t1al for the session of 1927- 1928 : 



S tudent Gover11111ent Association
Young Women's0111 e11 Chri st ia11 :\ ssoc iat ion 

The Freshman Commission
Th e College O rchestra 
The Virginian (Annual)

The Rotunda Weekly paper
Kappa Delta Pi 
Alpha Kappa Gamma
I Pi Gamma Mu

I Pi Kappa D elt a 
GranddaughtersClub

The Dramatic Club 
The Choral Club 
C u11ni11gha111 Literary,itcrary Soc iety 
Ruffner Literary Society 

Freshman Orchestra 
Merry Makers

Sigma Sigma Sigma Founded 1898 national

( Gamma TheTheta Founded 1911
Delta Sigma Chi Founded 1919

l\ l u Omega Founded 1') 11 
Delta Kappa Founded 1912 national
Zeta Tau Founded 1920

l LeCercle Francais 

El Circolo Espanol

1\ . B. B. O.
Cotillion Club

Chi 

1-1 
De-Ho-Ec Club Home Economics Dept.
Eastern Shore Club

1 PortsmouthClub

North Carolina Club



Shenandoah Club 
Lynchburg Club 
Monogra111 Club 

A THLETI CS 

A thletic Council 
Varsity H ockey T eam 
Varsity Basketball Squad 
Class T eams in Hockey and Basketball 

In all the years of her life the State T eachers College has 
made 110 backward step- her face has been turned ever to the 
front ; the character and ability o f the men who have been her 
leaders have been such that she is in the enviable position of hav­
ing not a single trad ition that needs to be lived down but, on the 
contrary, all arc such that they 11cc 1 to be lived up to.

As in any Ii fc, there come times of discouragement: times 
when we f 'Ci that the y0uth within our wall s arc not getting out 
of th ' ir c0 llcge all that they shcml<l get; when their care-free 
att itude and lhcir seeming lack o f rcsponsihility call fo rth criticism. 
nut J ,t any c111 ergcncy situati0n ari se,_ or any time o f testing come 
and they respond with all the vital enthusiasm and loyalty o f 

youth , a11d measure up to all that could be desirer! o f. them. 
J\ wl the times o f di scouragement are far away outnumbered 

by the times of joy and hnpe and inspiration, when the 0lcl college 
herself catches s0111 c o f the fi re o f the young spiri ts . And so 
t·he work goes on from year to year, bringing to us in ever increas­
ing numbers the daughters and pupils of our alumnae who send 
them t0 us with the o ft expressed wish that they may have the 
same guidance, the same love and inspirat ion which was given 
them in their own girlh o<>rl days; and still they sing through the 

years : 

Thoug·h far from thy care and protection they roam 

They still h0lcl thee cl ear as a well beloved home. 
/\11 ha il , ;\ lrna Mater. dear lVfother , to thee 
Thy daughters true, faithful, ancl loyal will he. 
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