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HISTORY OF OIASS
M’p 1804
By Mery ™tzhugh Epsleston

The class of June, 1894 =~ called by Dr. J« L. Jarman "That
FPamous Olass" and by the husbands "The Twenty Wondersa" -~ had
1ts beginning in the Practice School of the State Pemale Normal
S8ahool, now the State Teachera' College, Fermville, Virginia,
in Pebruary, 1891, when s slip of & girl, Habyn Branch, thire
teen and a half years old, entered the Prastice School.

The President, Dr. John A. Cunningham, wag much smused when he
asked her why she came in February, to hear her reply, "So that
T ean finish in June." The course was three snd a half years,
of seven semesters =- T. D¢ C¢ Be A == and a Professional year,
with promotions in Pebruary and June. Also a2 Practice School
with elght grades, under Miss Reynol s, where the students
taurht one veriod each week durlng their last year as practice
work in teaching.

re. Cunnincham arranged and mapped out the courses as he thought
best to carry out the purpose of the school -~ that of training
vyouns women o become temchers. The State Pemale Normal School
wag at that time the most progressive educationsl institution
in Viresinia (due to the progressive ideas of Dr. Cunningham).
Among his other duties aa president of the school, he taugzht
Pgyeholory, which at that time was such a new science that even
the men's colleges of the state did not have a chair of Psy~-

chologye.

Mabyn had not flgwred on going into the Practice Hchool, but that
was where Dr. Cunningham put her. However, in two doys he pro-
moted her to the H. class. In that class I entered in Septem-
ber, 1891, also the twins, Alm and Pauline Harris of Dinwiddle,
Mattie Buchanan and Vireints Creever of Smyth, Mabel Roberts of
Aceomac, Janle Staplas of Prinee Edward, Iola Bland mmd Loulle
Gayle of Glouster, Jonnie Chandler of Caroline County, Ruby
Hudpine of Mathews County, and Cathle Wilkle, Orange County,

and lena Trower of Ascomac. Those mentioned were among the
gixty~-five composing the D. class at that time.

And so, fifty years apo, this was to be our home for ths next
three years. Many chanmes have taken plase in Farmville and in
the school since that time.

At firat there was only one bullding =« the original one with its
old fashioned parlor, wide hall and stairway, Practice School,
dining reom, butler's pantry, kltchen, lrs. Norrlison's sulte
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of roons, and some oaxtra badrooms Cor the students. To this
had baen added an "ell” in vhioh was a large Azsesdly ¥ell, Dre
Cunninshan's office, a library, labopstory, and alsss roons,
#Mss farah Spencer's room and more bedrooiw. There was no rune
ning water, so eash room was equipped with a wash~stand on
which weas & white bowl and pitoher. whan we wanted hot water,
we took our pitshera down to the butler's pantry and got 1t.
One night Mary Cus and T were on ouwr way down when she suggested
that we get nolasses, whioh we did. After iras. Yorrigon had
poked her head into our darkened rom, as was her nizhtly cuse
tom, and had satd, "All In bed'", we pot up snd mmde candy with
the molassos!

All the girls counld not be talen care of in the bullding, so
homes were found for theam in towun. 211 the members of our olass
axcept Hattle Buchanan, Tirginta Oresver, Maud Pollard snd Ruby
fudging and feorgla descott stayed in the dullding. The same
rerulationa were required in the homes as in the school.

Dre. Cunningham 414 not think 1t best for the »restient and his
famtlly to live in thesohool bullding, or that the tesshers should
room there. The teachers found rooms and board in town, and Dr.
Cunningham and his fanlly hed » homs of thelr own about two
blosks away, on what {s now High Street.

#rs Ben Cox, the ssoretary, «ho slso supervised the upkeep of
bulliings end o » met the train and gave us our Flrat waele
come to Parmed s iirge Portia Horrison, head of the Mome, had
entire charge of the girls, and the mnagement of the Yome. She
was our fostor mother, and mde a roal home for us. 2 wonders
ful ecompanion, she laughed and joked and teased with ug. oOn
Bun:lngtuﬂwmm. she studled the Bible with those who wished,
and after gupper on week days, before our study hour, she bhad
aroyer service alter wvhileh she read sloud to us or woe listened
%o one of the oirls rend from some interesting book. T was
privileged to belonz to both groups.

Millip, the cook, with his helpers, gave us three good substan~
tial, old Cashioned mesls a day, breskfast, dinner and supper,
with dessert tuloce a week, anl ohicken on Sunday. Sometimes in
the week, ir. Cox surprised us with a special treat, such as
oyster stew, and occasionally apples were paszed around.

¥l lton, a fextly servant of Hra. Morrison, had charge of the
dinins roome 7T can ploture him now in his long white epron,
with a big brase bell in his hand, ringine vigorously, oalling
ua to our meals. Mebter not be lete or the door would be losked
and we would go ¥ 1 That was my hard luck onsel One of the
girls and T went walking, setiing back s minmute too late == the
door was locked! wWe didn't go hungry, thanims to one of the
girls who smuprled out our suppers
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Mss Sarah Spencer, Mrs. Horrtson's assistant, had eharge of the
mida. OShe mede dat ly rounda to see ir they wers on thelr foba,
gmd 1 the girls hed streightened thelr rooms and made up thelr
beds. OShe »l9o handed out pllls and soap, dlatriduted the mmll,
and sheaked our laundry bags in ond out. Our leundry was done
by solored women who lived tn the wininity.

Thers wers no rules -- so none to break. Je knew whatl was eXe-
nested of us as youns women to be intrusted with the management
and moliing of x lives, 80 we wers trusted to conduet our
own «= a kind of honor awtem, dus to Dr. Cunninghaw's idea of
solfl discinitine.

Dr. Cunningham belleved in the natursl punishment andurged us,
ahen we Decame teachers, $0 ses to it that we did not sdainlzter
unnatursl sunishment. By way of tllustpation, he sald that when
he was » boz, the favortite punishment of teschers was to asslgn
solumns of the dlotionary to be copled after schools fe went on
to say that sush punishment had had the effect of meking him
dtslike the dlotlomary so mush that he never referred to one 1f
he could help 18} TIf he 4ldn't knov how to spsll a word, he'd
use some other word, rather than look it up in the dletiomary.

T remenber one reiny Saturdey teo of us went to spend the after-
noon sndhsve dinner with one of the town girla. OF course, the
boye came aroundl shen we sugrested leavine, nhoz all sald,
"ihy 0 80 early? Aren't you having a m00d tlme?" Each time we
started to =0 thers would be similar remarkss Pinally our hoste
oag whispered in my ear, "Tt's twelve o'elockl”™ Our smnxle

was somewhat lassensd by the bo{- geying they would put us
throush the window. Only the high parlor window was unfastened.
Just se the boys sere ready to put us in, T tad s wision of
thome two boya Mfting me and my lony Joge throush that window,
g0 T rushad around to the door snipang the bell, Hlsa Sarah
let us in, wearing a very stern look on her face. Tho noxt
morning H{lton whiaspered to me, "irs. Morrison wants to see I:ug"
After hearine my sxplanation, she sald with a smile, "Don't lat
this havpen azain.” She was e darlingl

Iife was slmple but free. Our time wes our own. From 3:50 un-
£11 8100 1in the alternoon we did as wo wished. Petweun supper
and study hour we denced or walked on the grounds. e want to
bed at ten o'cloak and wers up in time for breskfast at elight.
Several times & year the dinine room was ¢lesre’ an! we had a
big dame. In 1892 #we had a colontal ball when lifas Serah took
the pert of Haptha vashington. No boys were allowed instide the
ballroom, but woere at the windows peeping in. #e bad no chance
g: o!nt;’ici:h them with Brs. Horrison, #lss Sarah and Dr. Cunninge
B AT O

e conld have detes and zo out on Prlday and Sunday nichts. Wwe
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eould acecept invitations from our friends in town and the coun
for meals, %o apond the day or night, or for wesk-shds. And d4f
we onjoy thoso pririlepesid

Our faoulty was an outatanding one. They gsve us tests all dure
tne the year, but no finel exeminations were held, and only one
teat a day was allowed. Dr. John A. Cunningham bteught Pgycholony,
as only he could. His unique way of presenting his sub jeat, and
hig power to Lmpart hils imovledpe mde 1t s wonderful privilege
to be & maxber of his class. 4nd 1t was the first hour after
lunoh, whioch was & Sribute %o his abllity to keep us from golng
to sleep afber e dountifuyl wlid-day moall

#loes Tirginis Beynolds taurht Ceopraphy and Thysiology, e well
as beilng head of the Presctice Sehool.

Mlas Martha Coulling tausht Art, andiies ladeline iepp fGroup
Singing, Musle, Phonetics and Calesthenlose.

ez Dunturff, Botany.
tlss Besale Galnes, Themlatry.

Mas Pante Littleton, laborat professor. I recsall one lad
perlod =« At that time, some of the girls puffed their halr. Ve
were busy #1th sn experiment when we hesrd a bloodourdline seream
and & areat commotion =« one of the glrls' pulf was on Cirel

Hlss Me 7o Stone tausht Tnglish. dhen the editoras of the sohool
mgnzsine, callbd "Orestings™, mde a poll of the cless, asking
oach zirl to ssy what dook had tnflusnced her 11fe most , iawd
Pollard anawered, "Puck.” Mlss Stone weas so shooked that she
asked #aud 1 she were serfous about thet or whether she wes fwr
Just trying to be « Hamd's reoly was, "30 far ss T am oon~-
gelous of 1%, no Yook heg ever Influsnoed 1ife to any axtent,
but T do know that "Puok™ hes sertainly influenced my conversae
tioh more then any other book." Ons of the girls on ono osoaw
sion sugrested that Meud should send some of her jokes to "Puck"
and be »aid for thome Drs Tunninghan with & twlinkle in his aye
sald, "Yerhaps you have overlo the faat that "Pusk” aight
not be willine to pay twlae for the same jJokosi"

ilos ¥innte Rlos, latin and A} ebra.
#tas Tickroy, ™mglishe

#tas Celoste Parrish, 2 wisard at Math and 2 marvelous teoacher,
one who taurht in a way new, wonderful and true, was our Fath
toacher. She knew your abllity,and expected you to live up to
her expectations. One day as wo entered Trig class, Mlas Davis
agked 1f T 'md worked the ssoond pert of the flrat examples I
replied that T had not, satld she, "Hlss Parrish ts golng to call
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on me for 1t and 1f I say, 'No', she will call on yous Ve

ean't both ssy, 'No.' " That was exactly what heppened. ilss
Parrlsh first called on her and then told me to go to the board.
T went and when T had finlshed, she sald, "Beautifully done."
iles Davis turned to me when T sat down, and sald, "You told me
you dldn't work 1t." I replied, "I dldn't - she just scared

1t out of mel™ Another day we know she was due to plve us a
test, but ¥lss Coulling had told us she wae moins to sive us one,
anl wa hed her before we went to MHlss Parrish's clasa. As we
entered Mlas Parrish's room we wers resdy to burst into laushter
when she sald, "Brine yows books to the front." There was a
chorus or‘ "ie have had 8 teatl" ™ihat on?" Another shorus,
"neawinel? "Pghawl” she seld, "Bring your books to the front."
4o were so surprised that the bell renz for the end of the perlod
before we mob our minds workingd Dr. Cunningham sald Hiss Pare
rish sould slve the most bteshing tests of anyone he had aver
geen, but she never guve but three or four questions, with an a.,
Dey 0oy 20d de Fo reallzed what torrible papers we had handed
her, and that night we got ready to face her the next morning.
As we entered ths room she sald, "Bring yow books to the front.
I will ginyou another test. T was dlsgusted with yowr other
papera." e all got 1001

All of our teachers were Christisns and Seught in Sundey School
and tried in every way to influence us for sood. Fach week day
we agsemblad at e quarter of nime for a fiftesen minute devo-
tional service led by Dn Cunningham or a visiting minlater.
This was followed by ten minutes of quotations given by students
under the dlrection of liss Mappe. These were of our heroes and
great men. No holldays wers miven, so the only hollday we had
was Christmas Daye Or. Cunninghsm sald he belleved they would
rather we spend the day workinge. Ye dldn't think the airls
eould afford to waste their time or hmd the monsy to spend going
W.

Tn September, 1892, Iizz2ie Bennett returned and joired the claas,
having been out for a year on account of har mother's illness,
durine which time she had tausht. Hary Sue Oplesby ecame back
that fell too. She dropped out on ascount of the death of her
g:g::r.ﬁ T roomed that vear with Mary Sue and her eousln, Nanoy
3 ettt

T had heard of the wonderful Christms boxes received by the
girls, but as T had spent my first Christmes with one o
room=mates in Rlelmond, I hedn't enjoyed them., Nsney lived on
a large farm. 7T must tell you of her box. It was e huge pack-
ing trunk, used by her mother for picnics. It contalned &
large roasted turkey, baked hems, fried chickens, chiecken salad,
a gallon of potato salad, sweet and sour plekles, mreserves,
surrant jelly, several large cakes, smmll cskes, large and
small ples, beaten bilscult, several two-pound moulds of maple
gugar, one-hall neck of chestnuts, a large haked ham, sausapge,
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spare ribs, apples, nuts, and candy! That's all T em resem-
ber of Haney's box == Just add to thet Fary Sue's box and mine.

“wory nisht efter Mras. Horrison msde her rounds, we pot up and,

gnealel tnvitation, our Cfriendz jolned us end we foeasted.
hat Thrigtmas we woere allowed to go around 1n the neighbore
hood singing carols. iira. Orute gave us a large cake.

e tried to play a jJoks on Dn Cunninghem. &e hid the hymn
books and the top of the stove. Wuch to owr chagrin, r. Cun-
ningham seid, "Soweone hes tried %o play a fjoke on us, bub
since 1t is not too cold to spend fifteen minutes in here, we
ean sing tho hymns we know." So he turned the tables on us.

Another thing we prestly enjoyed wag the oyst er rossts. The
girls from the Taatern Shore had barrela of oysters sent them.
That was real funi

This year the first soclety, "Naughters of the Virginla liter-
arLSo\outr', was Tormed. Host of ow cless were nenbers; some
hold office. isbel Roberts was azsostate editor of the soels
oty's smgazine, "Oreetings®, Liz:ile Pennett was business manager,
Pauline Harris, treasurer, Jenie Otap b s, seoretary.

Also the flrst Motany class wes formed that year and tausht by
Mas Dinturff. de spent meny heppy hours with her roamineg the
i"{elds, hunting wild flowers, learning thelr botanical snd com-
mon names, and pressing mmd mounting them. Our last trip was
to Mount Willls, quite an oddity, since 1t is one hundred =ulles
from any other mountain. One Saturdey we zirls hired a hack
and with #r. Cox and ¥iss Dintwrff, taking our lunch with ue,
we roamed the mountain all day. @hat n treat that was for us
mountaln eirls, and what a wonderful experisnce for those who
had never seen & mountaini The Notany elass did some outstande
ing work in mounting. Habel Roborts won the mrize.

faoh vear the cless got smaller. In 1898 there were only four=
teen of usi the three lrregular mssbers, Jeorpla Wessott, Hllza-
beth Temnett, and Wary Sue Ogleaby (Suckey); the four profes-
sionals, Julls Harrison and Smem Hipgginas, eradustes of the Portse-
mouth Riah Soshool, and Maud Pollard, a gradusnte of the Richmond
Blsh Sehool, and Julis Issohe, a publie school teacher from
Malaskl, entered to make us the twenty wonders -« twenty-one
mombers who finally recelved thelr dlplomms in June, 1704, T
#ould not eall 1t m espeeclially outstanding or brilliant class.
de had no prodigles, But wa 41d have three distinculshed mem~
bers, dsud Pollard, & slater of Tovernor John farland Pollard,
lola Bland, sister of Hon. 8. Otis Bland, conzressmn from the
firat dlstrlet of "irginiz, aud Mattie Buchansn, sister of Sonae
tor Buchanan. e were fust a group of widewawake oirls, trztm
to get the mmt out of 1lifs and to give thelr very best, bu
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full of fun snd pranks and mischief, snd outstanding in initiaw
tive and orleinality. iie wore the Mirat to have cless colors =
ntle snd olive green =~ a ¢lass pin, o amell leef enamelled in

the two shades of green, n class sonm, & ¢lase play, end o class
latter. The slass play wae writfen by menbers of the class but
wag never sotunlly siven on scoount of the death of one of the

students who nassaed away the morning of the day we woere to have
md the nlay, her body deing at the time in the school bullding.

Our alegs ploture @as taken on the lawn 1ln front of the main

bul ldine one afternoon just as we ceme out from the last cleass
of the day. As we sere arranpgine ourselwes and "tryine to smile
and look pleasant®, someone sugmested that Meud, who had several
books in her hand, open one of them snd appesr to be studying,
gherouson Maud renlled, "I'm not goinz te do any such thing!
Dtdn't you-hear Dr. Cunningham say he wanted us to look meturalf”

Parmrille was & saall towan of about twelve thoussnd population,
but the people had such ble hearts and gave us s warm walecomo
into thalr bown and homes, and mnde us feel that we were really
one of them.

There were four ahurehes in the town ~- Pragbyterlan, Hethodlst,
Zntsconal, snd Repiist, each girl belns allowed to attend the
shurah of har sholan, whish ws d1d s lmost 100 per cent. e were
rowardsd by a Christmms pertyl

Marmrille Lo a tobacoo town. Some of us had the rather unuaual
experienss of wisiiine the faotories and werehouses, seelng He-

men anl women sb work and listening to them slneine, as only
sgroes asn sing, the spiritusls and sonzs of thelr people, as
they carried on their work. 7The mmn who took us sround was a
bee fanciler. e had meny bees there which he showsd us and told
us many interestine things about tobacco and bees.

Popmwille had few saussments to offor. Thers was one ammll the~
ater, and Mamndens fSellere and Theolorloal Seminary were
geven mil 2 awey. There were no vehloles for hire, but there

was & heok that oams down in the morning and went back to Hampdenw
Sydney at six each ovening. But what 13 a seven mile hike for

& school boy whose girl is st the end of the fourney? There

wore besubiful walies through the town and surrounding country,

and espeolally did we en Joy thovome mile hike to the Lithia
Springe whare we drank from the largest dipoer T had ever seenl

Then there was Mr. Chappell's Jonfectionery stors, with attrace
tive dlaplay of frults and candles, drinks and school supplies,
and Mr.Chappell, splok and span, standlng in the doorway with

his welcoming smlle, opening and shuttineg the door, bowing you
tn and bowing you outi A ® londld example of perpetual motioni



3w

The last year we were in Farmwille, Hon. ®hillip MeXKinney cone
pleted hils torm as zovernor of the state, and retuwmed to his
home in Parmwille. The whole town turned out to met him, and
assenblod In the theater to bld him welsows, 5ince he had been
instrumental In potiing so much lor the S.7.4.8. from the state,
Jre Cunningham took the feculty and entire atudent body to the
theuter and when he entored, we arose and geve the school cheer
three tlmes as & tribute to him. e stood » moment, and then
sald, "I am too full to apeak,” and gat down.

AL that tlame ™erowille did not heve & fire depsrtment, but hed
erected a large fire dell t outside of ths theater 20 as Lo
pive the alarm in case of fire. There were a dozen or mopre Nee
gro men who would pump the wot er In time of fire, but they had
%0 be pald in edvm oo

On one occasion, ir. Tox took 8 group of us girls to ses "Riche
ard ITI." At a moat exelting part In the play the fire bell
rang furlouslyl do sll Jaft the show and Mr. Zox tockus to the
firees To us 1t seomed a w large one. Tt wes ir. dsll's
bea utiful house and the stable, fust bask of his atore on iain
Streets The hose was conneoted %o a nlug in the middle of the
streot and a number of ¥epro mem pumped the water, singing
Nepgro aspirituals s«hile they pumped.

Thore were no flower shops but averyons seemed to love flowers,
and when poselhls hed a (lower gerden and raised beautiful ones.
Thelr generosity with thelr flowers gladdened our hearts many
timese I will never forget & bouguet of 1tlllles~ofethe~velley
gent me by Mas Tda Thaxton, the sister of tho dentlat, Dr.
Teaxton. It wes ealarge as a dinner plate and the stems wore
e¢laht or nine inches long! No doubt all of L will remomber
how #¥Mes Tde uned to walk pet the school with her cook's 1ite

tle pleint carrying her train. She would stop snd tallk o
us and mke the 1littls ploininny courtsay. Mreryons wore sweep~
inz dresses then.

Cur Enclish teacher, Hiss Stone, hoarded at Dn Whitels. irs.
White offersd a bouquet of her lovellest flowers to the one who
wrote the best roview of a Sundey sermon. One of the ¢luss was
the hagpy winner of the prisze -« lLoulle %nyle.

One Sunday Drs Cunningham ecalled ws into his offise and {nformed
us that we had eatisfactorily finished the course snd woull be
gzgldt;:to% in Jume. ¥ow we oried when he gave us his last talk

n class

Since the 3.7Vl was at thet time a sohool and not s collage,

wé wersa mot ready for caps and goums, dut we wanted something

to mark us as Senlors. #les Coulline wss adout to meke a trip

to New York, s0 we asked her to set something for us. She brought
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us back Oxford capdpa. BSoon afterwepds the Glee Club of Manpdenw
Bwdney pave & play at the theater and »ulled off jJokes aboud
our caps, meh to owr amusements

While wo ware Senlors we were not changed a bili, not even Milia
imnche, who had taught beforo coming to Farmurille. She wanted
to share s box with us, so, efter s, Worrison had made her
rounds, zhe snmesked to our room with e plate of gmod thinrs.

ne of the dininge-roon maids was tell, with e very hich forae
oed, ani wallted on her does with & springine motlion that mde
her rosemble 2 eal draased up llke a womnl One Saturday Hrsz,
orrison snd illsg Sarah wore awsy atiending & woedding and
dldn't get back in time for supper. ary Zus went into the
butlerts pantry and, »ilcking up a tray, nroteeded to pess the
soffee, 2all the tlme Imttating that mmidl The room wasz in an
uproar when dre. dorrison and Mles Serch stepped ind

They played o joke on it T hed gome spealal studying to do
and 20 T saked ”Bmkoz not to Lring anyone to our room, so I
eouldntt study wiille hog’;mmed. ihe left the room and soon
raturned, bringing with | one of our clase, ther the ather
girls oame lawup r and talidng. T keopt moving sbhout the room,
snd l'lml.l; perchod on my trunk, allthe time casting blsek looks
at "Suckey's The girls were all in on hor foiks and so they di-
rected most of their merke to me. They kept thiz up for ten
or fifteen minutes, when Mery Sue opsned the sloast door end
brought out a buneh of luacious banenes, 2 bieg treet in those
dayal After we had enjoyed the treet, T wae lelt tc my studles.

Belleve 1t or not, 1t was our first sttompt at hazing. O course
there wae nothing serious in svhet we did. Ge'd fust go from
door tuv door, miking the sirls danoce or sing or hop around the
rova on one fooh, or mke a speech or something of thet sort.
Tama Tgoine and Julis Harrison roomsd together cnd wore tare
ribly frightensd! #hen we found out they eculd sing, we asked
thew te Join us. @hen they refused, we lorced them, end T think
they thousht we wors going to wirder theml

Mishop James Tamnon was & young slnister et that tlmo and pastor
of the Parmville Hathodist Zhursh. The Satwday afternocon Nes
fore we laft he mmve 2 dolightful party te the Methodist girls
and their teachers. There was plenty of fun, caks, lce orean
and frutts Just befors stariing to the mrty, T took down my
new and only swemr et -~ a white pllan strew, trimmed with
white ribbon and snow drops. 28 T 1lifted the hat from the box,
21l the blossoma fell on the floord A little mouse 'md saten
the glus which festened the blossoms to the s:mll green stems
snd the tiny losvesl 1 was horrified, for seniors havwe little
money lsft by commencoment time. I thought of my tube of fishe
glue which T had used to mele a geogrephicsl fizure, so T soon
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had esch 1ittle blossom atusk back on ilta stem and my hat was
as good se nowl

At commencament time the Rosrd of Trustees met et the school
and were entertsined at dinner. Hirs. Moprilson had soms of us
meet the trustees end go in to dinner with theme T drew a
widower with three grown sonsi

Tt 13 now the night before comsencement. e begin to reallze
that the tims has some to leave}] to say goodbye to our friends,
the h@ﬂlt"’ Drs Cunnineham, Mrs. Horrison, Eless Sarah, and
2ll those we had come to love 80 desrly. de are reminded of
what Dr. Jox seld to us soon after we arrived at school. ihen
the 2irls sere blus, lonesome and homasiok, he saild, "Just you
walt £111 the time comes for you to loave and you'll hate to
g0 just ns badly as you hate to stay now." How true that wasi

toulle's account of her expert ence will glive you an ldeas 3he
had left Norfolk on an early morning train, her first train
ride. 5he was realizing her lo herished desire of goling off
to school. Sha arrived in Farmrille before noon «- just a
timtd 1ittle sirl amons strenge scenes, sounds and Paces == not
a familiar fnoe in the whole orowd. She wee slmost overoome
with homssliskness, a feeling sluogt akin to what a prisoner
must feel when he firet realizes his imorisonment. She wept,
but so meny others were weeping that nobody seemed to be dlis~
turbed by her tears. Soon les Sarah took her to her own room
and inatrusted her as to petting to the diningeroom, the ring-
ing of the bell, ete. She then left her alone alnce her room-
mbes had not arrived. She soon heard the dinner bell but,
thinking that somsono would com for her, she remsined in her
roome. <hen supper time came she waa hungry, and eo went to the
diningeroom with soms friendly girls, and thet was the begine
ning of & friendly atmosphers. The next morning came the hare
roving expesrience of entrance examinstions, her first sxperi-
once with an examines tlon, asz ghe had been tausht in & one-room,
old-field sehool where she had potten her foundation by thoroush
teaching and much drilling.

T had escaped moet of theso unplesssntries as Nary Sue had write
ton her friends that T was coming, and my roomwmte came & few
minutes after, B&he was in the E. elsss and ths other, Mary
Orew, was in the Professlonnl olsgss, so T was well cared for.

Crow's in-lawa lived at longwood and we spent many heppy
wook=ends thire.

After n fow days ocams the love period ~- such spooningl Dr.
Cunning warned us of that, and of the old quotation, "Famille
ard eds contempt ." He said, "I say! 'FPaniliarity breeds
desplae.’ Julle Herrtson was smitten with “Suskey", though
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thay were as Aifferent as two girls eould des Julla wanted to
be with "Suckey" all the time. Ome day "Suokey” was slok and
Julla #as torribly soncerned. fhe brought her [lowers and

many other little thinss. Pinally she came in with an ounce
bottle of whiskey which she had brought with her from home,
and asked Mery Sue to try & little of tmt. &lthout a word,
¥ary Sue turned the bottle up to her lips and dralined the last
drop, and then lay back on her plllowl Julis, horrified, left
the room and Mry Sue and T went into hysterlosi!

later on that year a joke was playsd on us. All of us hed
dates snd whan we returned we found our room & sight =« meal
was in ouwr beds, salt on our tooth brushesl But fortunste
next day was ocleaning dsy and s0 we didn't mind s0 very 1.8
We found out who the oulprits ware, 80 right after supper we
rushed up to theilr room and turned it upside downl After we
had done all the dwmmpge weo could, we rushed out on the lawn,
locking arms with them, end welited around untilthe study bell
rang. After we returned to our rooms, these girls came running
to us to ocome and mee what someone had donel! Je went with them
and stood amazed, and ss innocont as lambsl And so the deys

passad Dye

At commmnoement time many of the lossl psople sold thelr [lowe
ors so that ow frieonds could mmike us hapoy. T hated to throw
my flowers awey and sinoce T had no one to give them to, I care
ried them home in a large op lit basket., OCan you fmuine doing
that today?

I 15 now commancament night and the girls look lovely in thelir
white graduation dresses. Dr. Tunningham had told us that he
looked forward to the time whon every girl would meke her own
grad mtion dress, which ocught not to be elsaborate, and then
added, much %o our smusoment, that the prettliest sirl he ever
saw 'ad on nothine but & plailn white drsess and & blus sash.

ind that too in the m{. when evwery girl wore several pettie-
coats and many ruffles

Ouwr diploms were delivered to us that night, June 4, 1804, by
Dre Jo Le Mo Curry, who was not only o trustee of the S.P.N.S.
but alss the Director of the Peabody Fdusational Pund end aftere
wards our Asbegsador to Opain. fHis statue 1a now in the Tnited
States "all of Pame in tho Capitol at “ashington, as one of the
two most distinpuished cltizens of Hlssisslipol, his native
state. He had Cormerly deen drofessor »f* Unplish at Rishmond
follege, the chair which Maud's father held at that time. As
Maul stopped forward to recelve her diplomm, he stopped and
shook hands with her and sdded, "Por you father's sake."

On commoncement night Wass Roynolds saild to the Marris twina,
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"If T ware ¢ man T would want to marry both of youl"

lmbe)l Roberts, lizzie Bennett, Loulie Oayle and Julis Leache
were the ch ss ossaylsta. de were happy 2s we sst there lige
tening to the girls read thelr well prepared papers, listened
to the chorus and welted to recelive our diploms. After cone-
gratulstions were received and goodbyes ssild, I went to my
room andhad a big ory!

Refore lsaving, we decided to have a class letter, It wes Iena's
idea. 3he mmde rules and ragul tions, order in which it was to
be sent, and wrote the first btter. It hea made 1ts regular
rounds every three or four months for over rm:{ yoearg «« a tie
that has held us topether as with hoops of stezl and we can

join in singing, "Blessed be the tle that binds."

“Ard so we bid ferowell to the dear old 2.F.N.%. and went our
separate waya.

Iet's follow this eager group of girls and see what use they
meade of their lives.

JOHN MARYN BRANCH STHPS0N. John Habyn Brench entersed the State
Norma 1 School in February 189l. She wes only fowteen yesrs
0ld =20 was pleced in the "ractice Hohool. After a few weeks
she was trensferred to the E. clssa,

ihen interviewed by I'r. Cunningham why she entered in Febru-
ary, he was amused whoen she replied that she wished to bs & June
mgmh. He immediately asked her 1f shs thourht she could

do 1t.

Habrn taught elx years after her graduantion in both publiec and
private aschools in her native county in Prunswick, Virginia.
She married ¥r. John C. Simrson, a lumber merchent fromMorfolk,
Virginia, in April 1800 where she has continued to live. Three
dauchters and one son were born from this union. Her son is
now & Pleld Director with the Red Cross in Ttely. She has six
grandehl ldren.

After her husband'e death Iin 10235, she beseame interssted in the
school lunchroom and has besn dietitisn In one for the pegt 22
yearg. Tntll this mr she has been netlive in Sunday Sehool,
where work in the Junior Depsrtment as Super intendent kept her
interest up in the sdoleacent sge of childrens
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PLORTNGT MABREIL ROBERTS (Mrs. Samuel Dunton Tankard). iMabel
spent her chlld and cirlhod days in Bridpetown, Northampton
County, Virginia. In September 1891, at the ame of gixteen, she
anterad the Temals Normal School at Farmville. She took classes
D. and C. the first year, B and A the second year, and two terms
of Ppofessional the third year. She was a consclentious student
and earnad the orivilese of sradustine at the head of her worthy
elass with honor as valedlctorian.

After sradmmtion she saucht for eicht years. She was marrled
February 18, 1903, to Mr. Samuel Dunton Tankard, a merschant of
Ppanktown, Virsinla. Here, she resided the forty years of her
happy mrrisd 1life. They were blessed with four sons and one
daushter. The youngest son, James W1lltem Tankard, M.D., is with
an Army Hvacuation Hospltal in Fnriand. A few months aco he re-
celwved the distingulshed honor of heins elected into the Ameri-
can Collswe o Surgeons.

W¥abel was interested in all community oreanlizations and better-
ment, narticularly her church, and the #omen's Christian Temper-
ance Unlon. To these aantivities she mave freely of her time and
ta lent.

On the mornine of April 1, 1943, ghe nassed away as the result
of a sewere heart attack. One friend sald, "As each 11fe writes
1ts own epitanh, so T think hers might be, 'Man looketh uvon the
outward appearance, but (God pondereth the heart.' »

I7NA ™., TRONFR (¥Mrs. Pdwerd Abner Ames). then Iena was nineteen
she matriculated st the State Pemale Normal School at Marmvildk,

Tirsinia. She d1d not attend Practice Sehool, but entered class

D in Sentember 1891, after she had successfully passed the en-
trance sxaminatlion. She took class D and C the first yes , classes
B and A the second year, and two terms of Profesaional the third

year. Durilne this time she was a member of the Literary Soclety.

Juast hefore we left school in 1794, she conceived the i1dea of
promoting the deep and abiding friendship of our class throush
the medium of & verpetual class letter, which she started when
she went home.

The next year she taught school at Onley, Virsinia, anl was mar-
ried May 15, 1895 to Mr. Tdward Abne~ Ames, a produce merchant

of Onley, "irsinia. Previous to her marrlage she 1lived in a
nelohhorine sommnity of Onley, where her home has been in or
near ever since. To this union were slven two sons and two
daurhters, the second son, Edward Abner Ames Jr., 18 3 successful
lawyer and is no# commonwealth attorney for Accomac County, Vip-
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ginta. One little grandson, Bdward Abner “mes IIT, is a great
plensure. For several years she taurht the Younz Womens Bible
0lass at Onley Methodlst Chursch, end held various offices iIn

the .Jomans Mlsslonary Scclety and Womana Christian Tempersnce
Infon. JNr. and Mrs. Ames had the satisfactlion of knowing they
had sceomplished thelr mutual desire of eduecating their children,
all four of them belne csollepe sraduates. ILena's life commanion
pagsed away November 5, 1939. dhenever the class of 1894 of

S+« N.8. has reassembled, [ena has always been present, since
the reunions are such big events In her life, she says.

VATTTT RUCHANAN., HMattle was born on 2 ferm In Rich Valley, Smyth
County, Vireinia. She went to publie schools, summer private
schools, and had two years of high school in Stonewall Jackson
Tnstitute before enterine the Normal in September 1891.

She and Virginla CGreever roomed and boarded the flrst two years
at Dr. White's. Mra. Jhlte introduced them to many lovely peonk
tn town snd at Hampden-Sydney. They were Invited for #eek-ends
in the country and to soclal {functlions 1n the town.

Mattie was an ugly duckling at home, she says, and had no accom=
plishments and never shone as an outstandine scholar.

Both her father and mother were cone when lMattle antered school,

80 when she finished she had no money and no specisl home. She
taught a few vears -- tausht during the winter end did other work
durine the summer. She kept books, tausht in summer schools,

and one summer was matron in a Presbyterlan Orphanage in Lynchburg.

Always wantine to be a nurse, Mettle finally went in trsinine in
Hot Sorings, Arkensas. Thinking she wanted to take sveclal work
in TB nursine, she went to Denver, Colorado, to take her State
Board. She mot a positlon there Iin the Osks Home, one of the TB
hospitals, but was offered a nlce posltion as superintendent of

a hosnltsl and treinine school In Kansas. 8he had thls kind of
posttion in three hospitals tn Kansas durlne the next fourteen
years. Then she went to Rochester, Nlnnesota, for post work.

She d1d private duty in a large hospital there for six years. 35he
ecame from there to “eormetown, Kentueky, to take charge of a hos-
nital which employed only eraduate nurses. She was there twelve
years.

lattie was injured in an asuto acecldent in lexineton, Kentuecky,
which left her foot and ankle erushed. The bones are now pinned
tomether with metal plns, and Mattie ts doine private duty when
able to leave home.

#hile in Hot Sorines and Hochester, she nursed many celebrities,
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amone them Mr. "lthu Root, Chief Justice Huches, Ex-President
Taft, a federal judpe from Alaska, Rob Ta Mollette, and Senator
lenroot's wifee.

She had many lovely trips during vacatlions, travelline in every
state excent Texas and South Cawlina. While in illnnesota, she
went abroad for three months as & delegate to the Tnternational
Convention in Helsinki, #inlesnd. There twelve nurses went on a
Cook's Tour over nlne of the countrles. Another nice thine hap-
pened while Matties was In Rochester. She took a Canadian “en-
eral's 41fe home and a patlent to Pasadena, California. She re-
mailned seven weeks out there, staylne with friends, and was
driven over flwve thousand mlles over the state and down into lexl-
coe. She vwlslted the Bleg Tree reservations and many of the beaches.
She had several functlons glven {or her, amone them a luncheon

in Iong Beach, one in Santlaco, one in Santa Ana, »nicnies and
dinner parties. She had a wonderful time.

Mattle says that nursing is living a full, satisfyine, contented
life. Tn 1t there 18 much sadness, but many thrilline adventures.
Ower a hundred of her bables [rom different states are now in
different branches of the service. Some have been killed, some
wounded, but lattle hones many wl1ll be spared to come home.

MARY PITZHURH (Mrs. Matthew Lyle Emzprleston). Althoucsh iary, or
Mtzhuch, as she was famlllarly called by her classmtes, and
Julia Leache were from the same county, they never knew each
other untll they went to Marmvills. Havine many mutusl {riends
and interests, they were soon drawn closely together.

T think T should like to ecall Mary "our mother and homemsker" of
our sroup, writes Julla Iemache, 2s she, Jenie and Emme have the
distinetion of possessine familises of seven children each. Mary
and Janie have been spared to see thelr efforts and devotion to
home and famlly bear frult, while Zmma's 1life with her family
was very short.

Mary alevays let her home come [irat, and after the death of her
husband in 1935 she merde a home for her children untl{l the young-
est chlld was married in 1939. Since then she has lived In Bed=-
ford, Virginia, #ith her daughter, Iuey (Mrs. W« 0. Cawlbeck),
and vistits around amons her other children ns she des res.

Two years after leaving Mermville, Meary save up teaching in her
home county and marrled Matthew Lyle “gsleston, a2 druselst of
Aampden Sidney. After snendineg several ysars at Hempden Sidney
and at the old Tegrleston homestead at Jorsham, where their f irst
child was born, they moved to Portsmouth, Virepinta, where Dr.
Eezleston owned and onerated a drug store for 35 years untlil he
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retired in 1933 at which time the family moved to Roanoke.

Mary truthfully says her outstandine life work was done in the
home snd in the churech. what could be nobler! Tn the church's
aetivities she held offlce until she moved away from Portamouth.

Outside of her church and home there are two accomnlishments of
whieh Mary was very proud. Piret, the winnine of a %#50.00 Squib
prize among 40,000 entries from 38 countles and ell the states
represented. Second, that, ma Viece~Preaident of the Jomans Club
of Portamouth, she was instrumental in raising the first money,
$97.50, towards the bulldine of the nurses home of the King's
Daushters Hosnital, which they now have.

JULTA LPACHE. Julia, our teacher, entered State Normel School
at Farmrille, September 18063.

She spent the first 24 years after graduation teaching in Pulaski
City. Tn 1918 she retired from teaching and went to Roanoke to
live.

The last 26 years have been spent in helping to rear her two
nephews, Charles and John Downs, who were reared by her sister,
Mrse Je B, Baskerville and Mr. Baskerville after her sister
Sallie's death.

Julla 18 a fine Christian woman and her influence over the boys
had done much to mold theilr lives and dewelop them into the
snlendid men they are.

Jullas 1 an active member in the U.D.C. and D.A.R., havine held
many offices in these ormanizatlons.

PATTLTNE AND ALMA HARRTS (Mrs. Arthur Pdwards Richmondson, irs.
Thomas Montarue Netherland). Tt was in Nowember 1290 when the
twing, "euline and Alme Harris, entered the Normal School at
Farmville, "irecinia. Thess two shy girls with their mother were
ushered into Mr. Cunnincham's office with another older oirl
from Dinwiddie County and were questioned about their attain-
ments. After the older sirl told all the wonderful thines she
knew, he turned to the twins and said, "And how about you?"
Pauline spoke up quieckly and sald, "We do not know anything."”
¥r. Cunnincham threw himself back in his chair and gave one of
his characte~istic laurhs.

On account of not beinz able to set in the Richmond Pemale Tn-
stitute (afterwsrds called the Womans Collere), they decided

to enter the Normal School, rooming on the fourth floor next to
the Mleminzs. They were sctive in the affailrs of the aschool,
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the Literary Club, the Kine's Daushters, and the Cotillion
0lub. UWr. Cox sald he thourcht the twins must have been born
daneine! Onece they hired a band to come up from Petersburg
to render musle at a dance at which all of the teachers pare
ticinated and some of the trustess of the school. Ko boys
were allowed.

They were members of M1ss Conllings' and Miss Mapn's Sunday
School classes and joilned the M. E. Church in Farmrille. At
one time there were three Harr!s sisters in school -« the twins
and Marite Harris. Iater on two more attended, laura and Julia.
Two famllies in the town who were especlally nice to these
girls were Mr. . 5. Anderson ang Col. Fitzgerald, friends of
their father.

On the night of thelr esraduation, Wiss Reynolis, one of the
teachers, had them stand in front of her end remarked, "Tf I
were a man T would want to m rry both of you."

Pauline tauzht school three vears before marryine Arthur Ede-
wards Richmondson, a lumberman and later Commissioner of Rev=
enue of Dinwiddie County for twenty years. 5She has three chil-
dren, two sons and a daurhter. She has [{ive grandchildren.
Alma taurht in her home sounty, Dinwiddle, snd Amelia County
for elghtesen vears and merried Thomas Montacue Netherland, a
tobacco salesman who retired from business on account of his
health and for a number of years has been Suvervisor of the
Countye.

MATID POLIARD (Mrse. Robert Lee Turmmn). The daughter of Dr.
John Pollard, a Baotlist minister and professor of English at
Richmond College (now the "Unlversity of Richmond), Meud joined
our class in September of 1893, after havine sradusted at the
Richmond Hieh School. She, alones with Julie [eache, Julka
Harrison and Enma Higesins, comine for the last year, received
only Professional Diplomes.

llaud was the only member of the eclass who did not reside in the
collere dormitory, but lived in the home of her uncle, Dr.
fGeorpge . Bagby, pastor of the Parmville Baptist Church. She
was the elocutionlst and reconteur, speclalizing in Nesro dla=-
leet and aporopnriate fjokes. She was so given to tellins jokes
on all occasions thet when the edltor of the colleps macazine
made a poll of the class to learn what book had influences
thelr lives most, llaud reoslied, "Puck." This was at the time
the leadinsz humorous mapazine. Our Engzlish teacher, iilss MH.7.
Stone, was soshocked at Maud's answer that she asked her 1if

she really meant that or 1if she were Just trying to be funny.
Maud's reply was thet so far as she knew, no book had influ=-
"enced her life to any extent, but that she was certain that
"2yek” had influenced her conversation more than any other booke
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Unon one osecasion one of the #lrls augrested that Meud might
gend some of her jokes to "Puck" and recelve pay for them,

but ¥r. Cunningham, who hapoensed to be present at the time, with
a merry twinkle in hls eye said, "Perhaps 1t never occurred to
you that 'Puck' would not be willine to pay twlce for the same
Jokesi"

Sinee Maud was the daughter of a minlster, she was not required
to slen the agreement to teach Tor two years in the »ublle
gschools of the state., MHowever she dld do some tutoring in
Richmond, and the year before she was married ahe taught expres-
sion and physical culture at Cox Colleme, in College Park, a
suburb of Atlanta, Ceorsia.

Tt wes at & "alentine Perty in Atlenta where she recited James
Whltcomb Riley's "That 0ld Sweetheart of Mine" that she met lir.
Re Iie Turman, & young business man of Atlanta, whom she married
the followlng October, and has continued to llve there ever
since.

Maud ceme from a family of teachers, her father and both her
brothers beins collepe professors, so !t 18 not surprising thet
her public activities since her marriasge have been in citizen-
ship instruction, especially when she had, in the last yesars of
the strupzle for votes for women, jolned the ranks of the sufe
frazists. She took special courses both at Bmory University

and at the University of Goorpla, and also conducted Round Ta=
bles at both institutions in thelr Citlzenship Institutes. Real-
1zine that the newly enfranchised women were untrained in the
essentials of povernment and citizenship, she complled a pamphlk ¢
entitled "Studles In Cltizenship for (eorgla wWomen", the only
ngsembled Information of 1ts kind ever provided for the state's
wonen cltizens. She teusht the lessons contalned in the pamphle t,
and was in demand as a speaker in cltizenship and legislative

sub Jects.

Maud was a charter member both of the Atlanta ILeasue of Jomen
Toters andi the Teorzia leasue of #domen Voters, becoming presi-
dent of the Atlanta leanrue, serving three terms -« 19205~28«27.
She has served almost contlnuously on the board of the state
league of domen Voters and for two years was the southsrn repre-
gentative on the board of the National Leacue.

Tn 1936 she was made presldent of the Southwide Associlation of
Consumers whos e immediate oblectlive was to organize ths women
consumers of the south to work for the removal of the unfalr re-
gtrictions on the manufacture snd sale of margarine mde of our
own domestie fats and olls.

At the pressnt time her special activitles, besldes continuing
her deepn interest in the work of the lLeazue of Jomen Voters, as
an offlcer in the organization of the Democratic women of her
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county and state, a member of the board of the Council of
Church dJomen, and a charter member of the Southern Reglonal
Councill, concerned with promoting the progress of all ecltli-
zens of the south, repardless of race or credd. S5She has done
80 much active work for reform lsgislation that she was re-
eently introduced to an audience as "the best lobbyist in
feorzia", thourh she repudlates the implications! Maud takes
ereat pride in her husband who 1s the namesske of the great
Confederate leader, Robert . Ise, and in her three children
and two grandchildren. All three of her children -« two sons
and a daughter -- are college mraduates, the daughter having
sraduated at #11lliam and Mary College.

Tt 1s worthy o note that at one time ~« from 1930 to 1934 «-
the June class of 1894 had the distinction of havingas the
Governor of Virecinia Maud's brother (John Garlsnd Pollard) and
the representative of the Pirst Viresinia Congressional Dige
triet, the brother of our classmate, Iola Bland, the Hon. S.
Otis Bland, who sti1ll so honorably holis that pnosit ion of trust.

BALIZABETH S. BENNETT entered the State Normel School in Septeme
ber 1890. Because of examinations in her home county of Lou=-
doun, there were wery few questions to answer before being put
in the D. class. Havine done some high school work she was ex=-
cused from some of the D. and C. work that year, but to f111 up
vacant perlods, took . history and arithmetlic, but no tests.
Tn September of '91 because of her mother's health, she dld not
return to Farmwille, but in September of '92 entered agaln and
thus became one of the final 21l'ders. She was excused from
first year latin, but Miss Parrish would not excuse her from
alzabra g0 her work with Miss Parrish was mostly repetition.
She was on the staff of "The Virginian", belonged to the DVS
and was a8 member of iilss Mapp's 83 class. Having relatives
living nearby, her holidays were spent with them, so formed no
friendships in the town. Her final essay, "The Pendulum Swings
was one of the four read on graduation night.

"

#hile at Farmville, she took lectures In “nslish under Prof.
Thom 1in what was then called Universlty Txtension, which was
later dlscontinued.

After graduation, she taught nine years in the publiec and prie
vate schools of her home county, and three years in Pulaski.

In her private school work, she prepsred several girls and boys
for entrance directly into collepe «- Randolph Mecon and Sullins.

She was a member of the lMethodist Church. She has silnce be=
lonred to varlous HMisslonary Socleties and as long as her health
permitted, tauscht in many Sunday Schools. On the death of her
parents, she retired from teachins to make & home for her younger
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sisters and brothers.

JANTE STAPLES (lMrs. e Es Chappell) taught school five years near
her home of Prince Edward County, Virginia, and then one year
near her new home after marringe to W. E. Chappell (near leher =
rin, Virginia). She had seven chlldren, four daughters and

three sons, all of whom were educated at S. T. C. and Hamoden~
Sydney Collepe. Janie gave the class its one preacher «- her
youngest son, Charles #Willtam Chappell, a Methodlst missionary
to the Belsian Congo in Africa. She has four srandechlldren.

Janle 1s active in loecal, county church and Sundey School work,
serving offielally in the Home Demonstration Club, Caxnty Coun-
eil of Rellgbous Tdusation. [for fifteen years she was clerk of
elections in her home precinet, delegate for years to the Tnati-
tute of Publie Affalirs in Charlottesville, and by request of Gov.
Byrd a delemate to Commission on Higher Education in Richmond.
She 1s a member of the Commlttee on Inter-raclal Relk tions.

MARY IOUISE GAYLE (Mrs. He Sam Bland). On the = pointed day for
the opening of the State Normal School in September 1891, a tiny,
timtd eoirl from Gloucester County, Virsinia, made her first ap-
penrance on the campus. It became a memorable day, one of new
experiences. 3he had boarded the traln in the grsy dusk of morn-
ing, in Norfolk -« her first ride on a train -- and had met "new"
girls on the joumey, among them Mabel Roberts, who later became
a classmmte and friend.

The day brought to fulfillment a long cherished hope, that of go-
ing away to school, yet this arrival was devold of hapniness.
Everythine was strange, scenes, sounds, and faces, not one fam=
{l1lar face in all that erowd. Acute homesickness snd a feeling
akin to that of a nrisoner when he first realizes his imprison-
ment, selzed her and she lifted up her volce and wept. She was
not alone in that exerclse, however, (other new girls were ex-
pressing thelr grief in the same way) and no one seemed dls=-
turbed by the weeping.

Tn due time she was conducted to a back room on the third floor,
a large, bare room, with no roommates present as yet. After re-
eelving instruction as to the way to the dining room and the
ringcing of the bells for the approaching meal, she was left
alone. Surely some one would come by and zo down with her. The
big outside bell rang. FFifteen minutes later the hand bell swung
vigorously by one afterwards known as illton and filve mlnutes
lnter the same bell was rung, siving the last call. No one

eane for her and she remained in the room. By supper tims, hunger
and the moral support of a few, friendly szirls made the trip to
the dining room easy and the evening meal marked the beginning

of the conpenial school atmosphere that lasted throush the years.
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The entrance examination was a formidable exnerience for the
"new" girls. However, though the sub ject of this sketch had
been taught Iin a2 one mom, 0ld fleld school in which examina~
tions had no oart, thoroughness in teaching and much drilling
had elven her a good foundation, and she »assed the examination.
She was promoted from cless to class in the regular order, grade-
vatine w#ith the honor of beinm one of the four essaylsts of her
clagse.

Hach year she entered school in September and stayed until June,
not gotng home even at Christmans. No soclal contacts outside
of school were made except regular shurch and Sunday School ate
tendance at the Methodist Churech. B8he joined Miss Coulling's
eirecle of the King's Daughters, later became a member of the
dCTU. MNrs. Morrison's vesper services are recnlled as a hale
lowed influence.

Dear ir. Cunningham, loved and honored, ira. Morrison, Wiss
Sarah, Mr. Cox, the teachers, the girl friends -«-~ all still hold
their places in the heart of this member of the June Class 18%.
Grateful remembrance is given to fGen. Wlilliam B, Taliaferro,
1llustrious cltizen of Gloucester County, and President of the
Board of Trustees of the school, for his interest and influence
in making 1t possible for Mary Loulse Zayle to enter the State
Normal School at Farmville, Virginla.

After sraduation "Ioulie" taurht four sessions in the publie
schools. In 1898 she married H. Sam Bland, native of King and
Queen County, who was in mercantlile business in Gloucester.

After four years they moved to Buena Vista (Cologne P.0.), an

oll homestead in Xing and Queen, where Mr. Bland has encaged in
general merchandise and in farming to the present time. They
are active members of the ilethodlist Chureche. 3She has been teacher
of a Bible class and president of the Jomans Soclety of her
church over a long period of years. 8She 1s a charter member of
the Womans Club of Kine and Queen County and was its presddent for
two years.

"Ioulie" has three chiliren ~- two dauschters and one son == and
seven erandchi ldren.

IOIA BIAND. ILola entered the State Normal School at Farmville,
September 1891 from her home county of Glovcester. Prior to her
entrance to the Normel School her entire school 1l1ife had been
under nrivate tutelsge elther in her own home or in that of her
unck .

While very proud to be golng away to school, the »nrobabllity 1is
that timidlty end homeslckness would have been her undoing had
not her waning courage been boosted by the companionship of two
other Cloucester cirls whom she knew, ILinwood Stubbs and Olivia
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Colemans She did not then know Loulle fayle who was to be a
future clagsmate and friend.

After taking the entranece examination she was put in the D. e¢lass,
completing the course with the other 21l-ders in 18054.

After praduation she taught for seventeen yeara, eleven in the
publle schools of Gloucester, two in the primery department of
the Marion (Va.) High Sehool, and two as principal of a twoe
room school in King #1lliam County.

She retired in 1915 to help her mother who was 2 semi-invalld

for a long nerfod. After her death Iln 1930, ILola went to “loucester
CeHe to llve wlth her only slster who was also an invalld to the
time of her death in December 1937.

Stnece then, she has kent house for her brother-in-law Iin his cot-
tace on York river where they are now living.

KATHTIE WILKE., Our Trish @irl, bright, happy smiling Kathle, was
the firat to leave us. She taurht several years in the publie
schools in Orange County and dled July 31, 1807.

FMMA MAYHE4 HTOGOINS (Mrs. Te Fo Johnson). HEmma was the next to
leave us. After teaching one year, she married ir, T. B. John-
son of Cllmerton and went there to live. . Johnson owned and
ran a general merchandlise stors. Emma was a homebody, devoted
to her-husband and children, of whom there were seven. She dled
in 19068 alfter an 1llness of a few hours. Her chlldren have made
fine men and women.

RUBY HUDCINS (Mrse Co 5o Diggs) entered the State Normal School et
Parmville as a state student from Mathews County, Sentember 1891.
She had attended only private schools and was well drilled by lira.
¥ary Rendolph Tabb in the fundamentals of education. Not being
able to get a room In the school, she roomed and boardedas t ifrs.
Berkeley's nearby for two years. The last year she was in the
school dormitory, roomed with Virginia Greever and finished with
the 2l-ders of Class 18%4.

flen. W1lliam A. Tallaferro, Presldent of the Board of Trustees,
Dre John A. Cunningham, °"rinelipal of the State Normal, M. Cox
and the teachers will always be gratefully remembered for their
Influence on her life.

After craduation she taurht-two years in Mathews County. She was
married on November 17, 1898 to C. 3. Digegs, 2 merchant of Hamp=-
ton. 5he earried her sister, Pamlea Hudrins, to her new home in
Hampton where Pam lived for twenty-three years or untll she was
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mrried. PFour ch!ldren, two boys and two gmirls, blessed the
house, all of whom responded to high school and collspe educa=~
tion.

Sha was a charter member of the Jomans Club and echalrman for
several years of the Gz den Department of the Club. Flowers
have always held a soft spot In her heart. She was active in

the worlic of the FMirst Methodlst Church, teachinz In the Sunday
School and was President of the Jomans Mlisslonary Soclety for
ovér twamty years. The womans Christian Temperance Union was ale
ways dear to her heart. She was quite proud of the faect that
Gove Trinkle made her a delemate to the inti-Saloon Isarue Con-
vention, meetines in Washington, D. C.

Twelve grandchlldren have been graclously received in this eroup.

JARNTT CHANDLER (Mrs. J¢ T Coleman). Jennie tausght forseveral
years before she married a ir. Carpenter who lived only a few
years. Iater she married ir. J. T. Toleman of imssaponax, Vire
einta, where she llved until her tracic death in the spring of
1936, Jennle was thes only member of the class to marry twilce.

Jennle was a great flower lover, like gseveral others in the
elass, and took great oride in her flower garden, striving only
for the generous pralse and aporeciation of her husband who
never falled her.

JULTA FARRISON (Mrs. Norman Owens Pedrick). Julla jolned owr
elase In September 1393, after having zraduated at the Portse
mouth Higzh School.s For several yesrs after gradwmting at FParme
ville, Julla tausht in the publie schools of Portsmouth. Itwas
in 1899 that she marrted her girlhood lover, Norman Owens Pedrick,
also of Portsmouth. There they contlnued to live until 1002, when
they,alons with thelir little son, Parks Brinkley Pedrick, moved
to New Orleans, Iouilsiana, where her hushand had a position with
a steamshlp company as 1ts Assistant lLocal Manager. Some years
later her husbani was made Teneral Hanacer of the Miesslssippi
Shipnine Company, trading with Brazil, Uruguay, and Argentina.

Julla sontracted that dread disesse tuberculosis, and for a num-
ber of years was a seml-invalld, tho her wonderful spirit and
will powser kept her golng when many a leoss sourageous soul would
have siven up in despair.

Julia was a devoted Christlan. Her unselfishness and spiritual
development, as well as her strone desire to be helpful to others,
were the most outstanding characteristics of her noble nature.

Tt was in the fall of 1920 that she nassed away. She was buried
in the cemetery lot of her beloved uncle, 2duiral Brinkley, who
after the death of thelr narents had reared both Julia and her
slster who, with her husband, followed the Padriocks to their new
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home in New Orlsans.

Shortly after the close of the first World Jar, as typlezl of
her sympathetic nature, Julia adopted = little French orphan,
Paulette Daire. Tho Julia and her little Wrench ward never

saw each other, Julia contlinued to send money to the French
family until her death. lir. Pedrick continued Julla's benefl-
cence, and years later, when he wisited France, he met the Dalre
famllye.

¥r. Pedrick passed awsy in 1942 but the son, Parks, continues to
1live in New Orleans where he married eni where his two children
were borm. DParks now f11ls an important position with the steam-
ship comgany with whieh his father was mesident et the time of
his deathe.

VIRGTNTA HOLMTS GRETVER (Mrs. BEdgar Lee Mreever) was born and
reared on a farm at Chilhowle, Smyth County, Virsinia. CShe
was the daughter, and only child living to maturity, of Capt.
James %. Oreever, and his wife, llary Scott “reever.

After finishing school she returned home to 2 1life of easge, al-
most affluence. Her father dled and Virginle and her mother
then traveled extensively in the USAj they never went abroad.

She had sn amlable disposttion and gifted with a captivating
nersonality, was hospttable, gracious and mde friends easily.

Her distingulshed ancestry ldentified her with meny patriotle
orpanizations, mamely: A& membor of the Colontal Damesa, the
Daughters of the American Repolution, the U. S. Daughters of
1812, Dsughters of Amerlecan Colonists, the Untted Daughters of
the Confederacy, the Order of the Crown Barons of Runnymede.

On December 29, 1913 she was married to a distant cousin, Tdgar
lee Greewver of Tazewell, Virminia, who was a very distingulshed
lawyer.

On Decernber 27, 193¢ she had a major operatlon for a serious
allment in a Richmond, Virginta, hospltal. She was never able
to leave the hospital and there passed away on March 6, 1935.

The bulk of her inheritance was the lovely blue grass stock
farm on which her home, a brick eolonial, stood. ©She loft this
estate to Pmory and Henry Colleme, a Methodlst school in Wash-
tneton County. This was sold in 1944 for $80,000. The re=
mainder of her property, including antique furnilture, was laft
to her husbande.
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GRORGTA HOWARD WESCOTT married J. W1ll Stockley of Keller, Vire
pinta In Tuly 1898, One child was born to them but dled in ine-
faney. Ceorgls taught school for a nugfber of year s in Fox Hall,
Phoebus and on the Fastern Shore. S8he retired from teaching in
1923, loved by the populace, respected by everybody. She had
glven of her best to the school and in the comunity. She was a
member of St. Georze's Eplsecopal Church, from whare her funeral
wag held in 1926.

MARY SUR OGLISBY, our presildent, was our farmer sirl. S5She was a
woman of poise, dignity, a2 unique personality, end a flne Chrise-
tian. One of strance unusual attrasctiveness, strength, snergy and
courage. One who fouscht for the highest ldeals, and was a publie
benefactor. After graduatlon she taurht for several years in the
publie schools of her commnity. She owned end managed a large
farm in Draper's Yal leye. She revelled Iin the grand seenery, gor-
peous sunsets and natursl beauty of her surroundings. It was her
ambition to make 1t an ide=l farm. Her brother J1ll, abachelor,
helped her to reach her goal.

My brother=in-law and I were driving to Sytheville on one occe=-
sion and declded to s top by lary Sue's on our way home. Just be=-
- fore we zot there, we encountered a terribls storm. The rain came
down in torrents, and my brother-in-law sald, "We camnot get to
the house now." T replied, "T bet there is a hord gravel driveway
to the door." "ihy do you think that?" he asked. "Recaus e
woman runs that farm," T replled, and T was right.

Mary Sue nassed away in Februery 1943. She was the last of her
familye. ‘



Reunions
Rext T must tell about the reunions, five in alle.

The {irst one wes in 1803, nine yesrs since we parted. It was a
smnll satherine but quite sueecesaful. Meud wrote that she was goe
ine to Buckroe Beach on an excursion {rom Richnond, and hoped some
of the class would be sble to meet her there for the dey. Accord-
ingly, Raby, livine near Buckroe Reach, invited all who could to
join her for a nilenie and day with Maud, and that she'd be ~lad to
have as many &8s could go home with her for the night and next day
together. PFuby with her nurse and ehildren, %eorcie, and T with
my nine months old baby, met Maud and had a delichtful time topether.
Maud went on to Norfolk, as she had nlanned, and we went home with
Ruby for the night and next day.
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The second reunion was in 1907, at the time of the Jamestown EXpo-
gsition, and was held at the home of Mabyn Branch who liwed across
the river from me, "so near and yet so far." T was 111 with typhold
fever and could not attend.

REUNTON OF THE S.N.S. ALUMNAE

"Tho not the bieccest, certalnly one of the most unique end intereste
ine of the reunions brought about by the Jamestown !xposition was
that of the elsss eraduated at our 8State Normal School in June 1894,
Ha lf of the class (numbering twenty, since the death of one several
years amo) were oresent, and two or thres others were exnected dur-
ine the time, but failed to apnear. This attendence after the lapse
of thirteen yvears and the marrilssce of thirteen members was consider-
ed most gratilying. They spent an Informml jJolly day with irs. labyn
Branch Simoson, of Norfolk, Virsinla, last Wednesday.

By an odd colneidence the hostess had that mornins opsned the newly
arrived Class Letter. During the ceremonles this letter (which is a
gort of round robin, and keens soine the elrele of the class) was
passed around with the resolution that more strenuous efforts would
hencaforth be made to eireoulate 1t quiekly, and that 1t should never
die so long as there were two left to keep 1t golnpg -- with its
tressured nhotoeranhg, newsnaner alipnines of weddines, school some
mencements, etc., samples from the new bride's trousseau and perhavs
an acecount of the last trip tsken, the lateat book read, snd even
baby's newest trlckse.

The class pln, with 1ts motto, "Finlished Yet Beginning" (whiech Dre.
Cunninghsm admired so much) was worn by all excent those who had the
misfortune to lose thelirs. irs. lmsud Pollard Turman, of Atlamta,



feorria, who could not be vresent, added to the pleasure of the oo~
gaslon by a letter of mreeting written 1n her own inimitable style.
She wishes to know the address of our deceased Scotch class mate,
Cathts ¥1lcle, in srder to send to her famlly a cless oin presented
by the class. The others who could not be present were Misses Vip-
ginia Orecver, Mattlis Bunhanan, Julia ILeache, Hary Suse Orleaby, Llz-
zle RBennatt, Hesdames ILoulse fayle Bland, Mary Fitzhuch %ze~leston,
Jornle Nhandlewr Oarnanter, and Ruby Hudeins Disea. Tho abaent they
are not forrotten, the name of esch one baing ineidentally mention-
ed and her unavoldable ahsance regratted. Rasldes the hostess, those
present were Hesdames Julia Marrison Padrick of New Orleans, lLena
Trower Ames, Teargila Jescott Stosklev, and iabal Roberts Tankard of
the Hastern Shore, Janies Staples Chappell of Brlery, Fmma Hipgins
Johnson of Gilmerton, Pauline Harris Rischardson, and lifss Alma Har-
ris of Dinwiddie C.H. and ¥iss Lola Bland of (loucester County, Iilt-
tle Barnard Tankard, the only baby of the elass who attended the re=-
union, was voted "the best baby ever seen” and the absent husbands
were thanked for talkins sush excallent aare of thelr "better halves."
In memory of Auld Lang Syns some class songs were called for, a bit
of the mast nonuler heine "Tall mmidens from over the mountalns,
Short maidens from down by the sea, Wee mmidens from ¥idland Vire
ginin, Tureheartod Tirgintans are we." "The sirls have been earnest
and clever, The rirls have been clever and more, But none of the
slagsna hawe evar Surnassed the June Olass ninety-four.”

A th1s most enfoyable and lons to be remembered day wasa drawing to
a close, W¥rs. Stmoson served refreshments and the oirls bade esch
other pnodbye to meet tha next day at the Vireinia Bulldine on the
Exposition Grounds. .

-~ from a Norfolk paner
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The third reunion wes in 1917 at Farmville wshen the clase presented
the enllaze with a nortralt of Dr. John A, Cunnincham who was the
president of the collsge when we were there. iaud had come all the
way from Atlanta, and Dr. Cunningham's son Riahard had some Trom
Richmond to be with us, and also his oldest daushter Mertha had come
to pay tribute to their father and to recelve the homase which our
elass was paying their father. His daughter Mary could not attend,

as she was a honeless invelid. Asailn T was orevented from attending,
sinee T eould nelther take with me nor leave behind my seven children.

Virsinia Oreever was 3o distressed over not beins able to attend the
reunlon and the nresentation of the portrait that she claimed the
privilasge of placing a silver placue under the pnleture, plving the
nares of the members of the class, all of whom had econtributed to the
cost of the portrait.

Members present: Mre. Alme Harris Netherlend, Mrs. Pauline darris
Richerdson, irs. lehel Roberts Tankard, Mrs.Maud Pollard Turman,

Mrs. Jenle Step les Chappell, Mrs., Jennlte Chandler Coleman, iirs. Lena
Trower Ames, Mrs. Ruby Hudeins Dipos, lirs, Mebyn Pranch Simmson, Mrs.



Toulse Gayle Blsnd, Miss Iola Bland.

Members absent: Miss Mattie Buchanan, lflses Julla P, Ilsache, itrs.
Julte Harrtson Padriek, Mles Tlizabeth Rennett, iilss iHary Sue Osles~
by, Mrs. Virginta H. Oreever, krs. Ceorgla Jescott Stockley, Irs.
Mary Pltzhurh Epecleston, ¥rs., Emm Piesins Johnson, decoased, Miss
Cathie #ilkle, deceased.

Mrgse. Meud Pollard Turman mede the presentation speech. In clear,
rinoetne tonss, nudible in the farthest 1limlts of the suditorium,she
satlds

"Those of you who were born in "rginla and who have had the pood
fortune never to live anywshere else, may not be abls to aporeciate
the feeling of an exiled Virsinian who comes back home. That story
about the man who went to heawen doesn't geem %o me to be such an
exaggeration after all, They sey thet 2 man went to heaven and

was belne shown around by a gulda anrointed for the purnose. He
was en joying ths delights of heaven when he discovered a man who
wag shatned to a tres. e was so f1lled with surloslty that he in-
terrupted his zulde to ask for an explanation.

" 14111 vyou nlense tell me why that man 18 chained to that tree? I
had newver sunnogsed that anybody w#ould be hound n heawen.'

"Phe eutde renlied, ¥Y¥ell, you see, that man 1s from Virrinla, and
we are sfraid thet 1f he were loose ha would ro back home.!

T haven't beasn to heaven; just to fGeorgia, but 2s T wasn't chalned
T have gome bask home, and T must say 1t 13 a ~reat fJoy to be here.

"Tou ¥now 1% 1s sharaeteristic of 0ld neonle to be reminliscent and
to love to dwell in the prst and to tell marvelous tales of what
hapoenad when they were younm. Now, T have no desire to imoress
you with my great age. In fact, T lave but two desires this even=-
inre One 18 ereditably to reoresent my class, of whieh T am genu-
inely oroud, =nd the other is very lovingly and very reverently to
pay a tribute to the memory of him who was an insoiration to each
one € use

"A few years ago S3ir Alexander Arbuthnot, a noted "ngllish educator,
ganid 1 he were asked to sinele out the one preatest charascter of
the 19th century, he would not name s statesmmn, e soldlier nor &
man of lettera, but Dr. Thomms Arnold of Rueby, 2 schoolmsgter.

"Mhe time has aome for us to think morse of our schools snd of our
teachers, for what other influence outside of the home ltself is
more nowerful In shenine the 1lilves of our youngs veople? One of
the members of our class sald in a recent letter, 'I feel that I
owe some of the stroncest tralts of my mharacter to ¥r. Cunning-
ham. He seemed to be able to look down into my vwery soul and to
know me then na T am nowe'! He had a wonderfully keen insicht into
human nature. He saw within us the power to bscome s omething bete
ter and finer than we were then. s saw the cood in us. MHe even



saw good in me, a characteristic which was not shared by all of his
contemporaries, but the fact that he 4d1d beslleve in me has bhesn an
incentive to me to be the kind of woman I knew he expected me to be.

"ihen T came on the ecampus today and was told by perfectly reliable
and trustworthy persons that this 1s the State Normal School -~ the
institution from which I recelved my diplom twenty-three years
aro == I am sure that nobody except Rip Van Jinkls could appreclate
ny feelings. Nothing looked familier, Does thet memm that there 1s
nothing here today to show for lr. Cunningham's years of e fficlent
service? Ah, nol then a bulldine is to be ereected, the first work
s done on the foundatlion, and the larger and finer the bullding,
the deeper and stronger and broader must be the foundation. When a
skyacraper 1ls to tower above tho other bulldings around 1t, the work
zoes on for months and months and months before any part of the
bhullding apnears above the surface level. Yr. Cunnincham was here
in the foundation days of this institution, and just as sn archie
tect sees In his mind's eye the comdnlated bulldine before the wark
besins, so Mr. Cunningham, being 2 man of imeination and of fare
seeing vislon, saw in his mind's eye thls enlarged campus, those
larger and more apacious buildines, f{lled with pirls from all over
the state, who should go out from the Normsl School equipned to
teach and to inspire the youth of Virginia. What we see today 1s
but his dream come truel

"The artlst who painted the portralt has labored under a creat dige
advantapge, for shs never saw Mr. Cunningham in 1life, =nd was demen=-
dent upon nhotographs. Those of you who knew Mr. Cunninchem w11l
remember that when he had his pleture taken, he usually turned his
face away from the cemera and gave the photogranher as poor a
chance as possible. He was kinder to the girls in his elasses, for
we not only remember exactly how he looked but his personality is
indelibly fixed 1in owr minda and hearts., 7Tmerson said of Thoms
Arnold: 'There was something about him that was finer than anye
thine he ever said or did and that was his personality.” I feel
that the geme 18 true of . Cunninghame. T wonder Iif T am artist
enourh with a few bold strokeas to mive you a delineation of the
man as we knew him? T shall try it anyway, not just to glorify
him, but boeause T believe he had the traits which make for success,
not only in the vocation of teaching, dbut in any other calling in
life.

"He waa Innately modest, and shrank f'rom beins sonsnlcuous. He was
a man of sincere and earnest purpose, and he hated sham and pretense
and suparficlalities. He was an honest seeker after truth, and
never deemed his educatlion finished. Hils reverence forsacred
things was so marked as to be unmlstakeble. T have already sald
that he was 8 mmn of imarination and viston, traits without w#hiech
there can be no success. He slso had a keen sense of humor. A
blessed trait! If you haven't 1t, see that you cultivete 1t, for
1t will aect 23 a shock absorber In the many vicissitudeas of life.
He had a2 hobbye. I am not saying that to amuse you, but becsuse I
belleve we would all be better off physically, mentally, and morale
ly, and perhaps spiritually, if we had somethinz outslde of our



recular work in which we could take real interest and find renuine
pleasurs.,

"Ha was a man of high ldeals -- not an 1deallst In the sentimental
gense of the word, for he worksd out his ideals; and as he was une
galffsh, he was conatantly plamnine and working for others. He had
learned self controls Thourh he bore the ressonaibilities of the
whole schonl, and looked after many of the detalls, T never saw him
when he was even slightly Iirritated.

Mis had enthusiasme. When T tell you that he taurht us psycholosy

the first narlod after dimmer, and that we studfed Sully's Psycholo-
gy == as dry ad bone dust -- you will readlly understand that noe
body but an enthusiasst could heve held our attentlon and kept us
from golinz to sleepe.

"o was & man of influence and he used that influence for zood. The
very fact that ninoteen women, many of whon have not seen each other
for twenty-three years, and scattered not only over the state of
ireinte, but one is as far west ns Kansas and one as far South as
New Orleans, and yet we have been bound together by a common tle,
and with unanimous purnose heve planned and worked topether in order
that we mirht give to this institution and to the world, some evie
dences of pratitude for what he heg meant to our lives, bears upon
the wery face of it the best evidence that hils influence has been
gtrone and sbiding.

"And now 1t 18 with a feelins of genuine pride and pleasure that, as
2 representantive of the June Clasg, '94, I now present the partralt
of Dr. John A. Cunnincham to this inatitutlon which for nearlya
decade he loved so ardently and served so efficlently."

Dr. Jarman, in behalf of the school accepted the portralt with a
hriaef nddreas.
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The fourth reuntion was held May 1930 in Mampton, Tirginia, at the
home of Ruby. Maud was apain to be in Richmond, and so she took
the liberty of writine Ruby, ssking if a reunion of the class sould
not be held while she was in Vireinila. fuby very promptly reolied,
"T have #lready written all the 2irls llving anywhere near Hamnton
to come to my house for lunch to meet you on next Thursday."

Accordinzly, on a lovely ley day seven of us arrived and spent a
moet delightful day at Ruby's hospitabls and charmine home. After
lunch was over, some of Ruby's frlends drove us to lansley Fleld
and to the Motel Chamberlyn at 01d Toint.

Tuat as we were shout to nsart, a teleshone messec~e came from lirbel
Roberts, savying, "I am coming over on the seven o'clock bosr. Keep
Maud 111 T ret there."” idhereuvon Maud renlled, "Just tell ihbel
that T am a Dixle Flyer and not a Virginia Creeper, and thsat I
ean't watt but must be on my way back home."



Those present were, boesldes Ruby Tudeins Diers, Meud Pollard Turmen,
Lena Trower Ames, Mery Pitzhush Ysgleston, Almas THarris Netherland,
Pauline Harris Richardson, Nebwyn Branch Simpmson. HMabel finelly did
arrive, but too late to see most of the others. we thought 1t re-
markable that, after thirty-six venrs, seven of us could arrence to
pet tomether on such short notice.

S B B aeH

The next reunion was in Farmville in March 1934, on our fortleth
anniversary and on the sixtieth anniversary of the founding of the
collepe. "t that time all past members of the faculty and all of
the 2Alummme were invited to be present, oesneclally those who rradue-
ated In years ending in 4.

As an added Inducement, a &llver loving cup was offered to the ¢ lnss
havine tha larpast meraentare of membaers nresont for this ausnloious
ocenaion. This cup was won by the June Class 1864, since there were
nine of us in attendance.

T+ wap pourine rein when Julia leache and T B ft Poanoks, snd our
spirits were not helrhtened when we failed to find sither Mary Sue
Omleshy or Vireinies Oreever aboard the treain, iary Sue was not well
enourh to aome, and Virpinia was ready to start when her husband was
teken 11l But we had a big send~off by the girls who went with us
to the train and who instructed us to be swe to have a cood time.

On the way we were fjolned by other Farmville Alumnee, and when we
arrived, we were piven a cordial welcome by Dr. Jarman, Hisses Camper
and Tallaferro, and our 0ld schoolmate Jonnte Tabb. e were jolned by
Alma, Pauline, Janle, iabyn, lena, and Mebel, who had arrived just a
1ittle ahead of us.

de ware shown to our rooms by one of the students, and were masigned
to the ruest rooms o0 as to be near each other. After we arrived we
learned thet two others who hed Intended to be there were alt the last
moment prevented from coming. Jennie Chandler, who 1lived in the
country, was not able to drive to the station on aeccount of a deep
snow, and Ruby was visiting in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and was pre-
wented by 1llness., Ioulle Gayle drove thru the snow and folned us for
the day, so that we had nine cless nembers present.

Alma c2lled a meetine of the olass to make plans and to read to us a
letter which she had receired from ir. Pedrisk, the husband of Julias
Uapprison, inclosing £10 for the butlding fund. To thls was added %7,
mokrine our sift from the clnss 217. /2lma was esked to mresent 1t.

T wan asked to present our gift, which was Dr. Squires' books, a set
of ghroo volumes, elven in lovine memory of lirs. Morrigon. iy apeech
follows:

Dr. Jarman, honored ruests, and members of the Alumnae!
The olass of 1894 has kept in close touch with one another and the

school by means of a Class letter which has gone its rounds for 40
years, reaching each member two or three times a year. The old let-



ter is replaced by a new one, and photos, snapshots, and e¢lippings of
famtly and school. By reunions, we have had five. One in Norfolk,
durine the Jamestown Expbsition, two at Hampton, and this 1is the sec~-
ond here in Marmville.

By having representatives at Founders' Day and at Finals, after which
o detailed account is written and enclosed in the next Class Ietter.
These thines have strengthened our love and loyalty for the College
and for each other.

During my first year at Tarmville, Gov. MeKinney's term expired and
he ecame home to live. The town assembled in the theater to welcome
him. Dr. Cunningham, who was then president of S.F.N.S., t ook the
entire school. ihen CGov. McKinney walked uoon the platform, the
school rose and gave the cheer three times. He stood a2 moment and
then sald, "T cannot talk"™, and then sat down. So T feel tonight as
memorlies of the past rush upon me.

The three years which I spent here were happy years. As T look back
over those 40 years and view again the happenings durine my stay some
{mportant personages fligure conspieuously In those pleasant memories.
Dr. Cunningham, whose memory we honored seventeen yeams ago. After
being a way 23 years we reburned and presented the school with a por=-
tratit of him. Mr. Cox, whose daughter, Miss Mary, we knew as Mary
White Cox in the Practice School. MNiss Coulling, Miss Mapp, Miss
Rice, Miss Reynolds, Miss Tabb and others, but the most outstanding
was a little figure in black, Mrs. Portia Morrison, a woman of refine~
ment and oculture, of unusual poise and dignity, colric of tempera-
ment, cool and self composed, one who seemed to possess the rare gift
of being able to put herself in the other fellow's place. Her judgment
seemed to be formed from that viewpoint. I never heard one of the
girls say an unkind thing of her or criticize her adversely. She was
a Virginian, a typical Southern woman, one who en joyed the fine arts
and appreciated good literature.

T think of the evenings as we zathered in her room to read tozether
for 2 half hour some good book. I think of her on Sunday afternoons
as we pathered in one of the classrooms to study the Bible.

The Class of June 1894 in selecting a gift to present in loving memory
and appreciation of her could think of nothine more appropriate than
a set of books by a Southern author. lie have selected a set of three
volumes by Dre #. H. J. Squires of Norfolk, Virginia. Dr. Squiresls
one of our oubstanding Presbyterian ministers, a teacher, lectueer,
historian, a student and a scholar who has spent much time and money
in research. He is a Southern gentleman and from the same ecounty as
Mrs . Morrison, a Hampton-Sidney man. We all knew how dear Hamptone

Sidney was to her heart. Dr. Jarman, having known Dr. Saquires and
¥rs. Morrison as I do, it is with pleasure that I present for the
June Class of 1894 thils set of books, knowing they will gzive pleasure
to hundreds who will have the privilege of readins them.

Tn accepting the cup for the June Class of 1294, T assure you our Jjoy
does not exceed our pride, after being away for 40 years, to come back



and win the Jarman Cupe. At our next reunlion ten yeers from now, we
wlll come back and win 1t againi

The next mornine we attended the graduation exercises. That after=
noon we enjoyed open house and gymnastum exerclses, and at night the
elass play, #hich wes excellent. The Alummae was at 9:30 the next
morninge. As we left the room, all who wished to do so were miven an
opngrtuniby to rive a nickel or a dime to help raise a purse for
"hillip.

Founders Day exercimes were at 10:30 and were most attractive and in-
teresting, at the conclusion of which gifts were presented to Dr. Jar-
men for the Founders Day "und. Alme wery sweetly mresented ours.

Then Dre. Jarman presented Phillip a diploms for 50 years of falthful
service to the college. "hillip mede a splendid sneech of e cceptance,
and d14 so well that T turned to ‘Tulia Inache and sald, "T hope T do
ag well." P"hillip was also presented with a purse of 525.

After mide-day dinner Sunday we gathered in Dr. Jarman's off'ice and e~
joyed him unttl 1t was time for us to leave. It was the oninion that
the clagss reunion was a great success.
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The alxth reunton of the Class of June 1094, the most fmportant and
dramatic one of them all, was held at the Collepe on POUNNTRS DAY,
March 1944, which was the fiftieth anniversary of our graduation.

Our of the 13 1livine membersof the class of 21, ten of us were
present, and hence our class again won the Jarmen Loving Cup, as we
had done the ten yers before. To hewve won the cup in two successive
reunions, ten yeers apsrt, was just another evidence of the unusual
vimor and loyalty of our class.

Maud Pollard Turman was chosen to recelve the cup and to respond in
the name of the clssse. She olosed her brief remarks with, "#e shall
be back in 1954, and T dare any of you young things to take it away
from us theni"

At that time we presented the College with a pleture to be hung on
the wall of the Alummme Roome Tt {3 a beautiful scene by the ocean
aslde, and Mrs. Coyner saysit 1s an inspiration to her as she works
day by day with and for the Alummae of the Zollere.

Ag a souvenir of the occasion ~- we were the oldest class reonrasen-
ted «= oach member of the clesss was presented with a Jedpewood oup
and saucer showine the Rotunda of the College on the cup. e shall
hand these cung down &8s treasured heirlooms in our famllies.

Those present st this reunion were the twins, Alme and Pauline Hare
pils (Did any class ever hefore have ti n presidents?), Mabyn Branch,
Janie Stap les, Mary Fltzhush, loulle fayle, Lola Bland, Lemn Trower,
Ruby Hudmins, and Maud Pollard. And we all plan to be back in 19541



A Record In loyalty

Tn an inspiring half century of service, the conelusion of

whiech 1t celebrated last week, Farmville State Teacher's College
has set up many records, but none more truly unlque thant he one
1t added durinz the seml-centennial exercises. The Class of 1894
eraduated fortx vears aco, consisted of twenty-one members. AWhen
they left the "Normal Sehool", as 1t was then called, these girls
pledged themselves to keep in touch with one another. They did
so. 81x of thelr number have dled sinece thelr dlstant eraduation,
but of the fifteen who remain, nine were present at the exer=-
cises Saturday. If that record was ever excelled, we do not know
when or by whone

-« Dr. Douglas Freeman
Richmond News=-Ileader

Tt 18 inevitable that 1life should lose its glow forthose who

are not dominat ed by some great purpose. Lesser aims may pro-
duce temporary enthuslasms, but these soon dle away. The search
for pleasure, the pursult of wealth, the en joyment of some glit-
tering novelty, all may pglve a passing thrill, but they do not
permanently satisfy. They cannot give an abiding zest to one's
datly llving. To be possessed by a great purpose, however, puts
into the soul an enthuslasm that grows brighter as the years pass.
The poal may still be afar off, may in fact be unattainable, but
1t ever shines in the dlstamce, and we must live with our faces
towards 1t. Like the pgreat apostle, we must always say that we
have not yet attained, but like him also, we mress on towards
the mark. Such a 1life retains 1ts zestuntil the end.
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